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Tiny Estonia keen to make 
large contribution in 


Afghanistan tight 


HeatuH Druzin/Stars and Stripes 


An Estonian soldier in Helmand province, Afghanistan, finds a defensive position while his fellow soldiers talk to a suspected Taliban 
member. Estonia has maintained a combat force of about 150 soldiers in some of Afghanistan’s most dangerous areas. 


By HEATH DRUZIN / Stars and Stripes 


NAD ALI DISTRICT, Afghanistan 


n hour earlier, the tiny patrol base had been rocked by the low 
thud to which the soldiers here have become grimly accus- 
tomed. It was the fatal sound of a comrade tripping an insur- 
gent bomb. Silence hung over the normally chatty platoon. 


But there was little time for reflection in 
this opium- and Taliban-rich part of cen- 
tral Helmand province. The soldiers, 2,500 
miles from their homes in tiny Estonia, 
clipped their chin straps, readied their ri- 
fles and walked out the front gate just a few 
hundred yards from where their friend’s 
body had been carried off the battlefield. 

“We do what we have to do — we are sol- 
diers,” said Lt. Tanel Rattiste, 24. 

While other larger European countries 


have limited how and where their soldiers 
can operate, Estonia has been keen to prove 
itself to its NATO allies, maintaining a 
combat force of about 150 soldiers in some 
of Afghanistan’s most dangerous areas and 
doubling that briefly during the country’s 
elections in August. 

Estonia’s combat contingent is spread 
across two rough-hewn compounds in a 
rural valley that alternates between lush 
green and tan-gray desert, where farming 


is the main source of livelihood and many 
of the roads are riddled with mines. 

Estonian soldiers have been engaged 
in heavy combat since arriving in 2006. 
Despite their small numbers, they’ve lost 
seven soldiers, the latest being Sgt. Krist- 
jan Yalakas, 19. Yalakas tripped the booby 
trap near Patrol Base Wahid while prepar- 
ing to check a compound Dec. 15. Two days 
before that, another soldier was seriously 
injured in a similar bombing, the 57th Es- 
tonian to be injured in Afghanistan. 

This year has been the deadliest for the 
Estonians in Afghanistan, with four soldiers 
killed. In a country with just 1.3 million 
people, everything the soldiers do is scruti- 
nized, every death a big national story. 


SEE ESTONIA ON PAGE 4 
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3 U.S. teens 
cleared in 
motorcycle 
crash ease 


Charges possible 
for one suspect 


By Hana KusuMoTo 
AND TERI WEAVER 
Stars and Stripes 


TOKYO — Japanese prosecu- 
tors dropped cases Friday against 
three of the four American teens 
suspected of attempted murder, 
according to U.S. and Japanese 
officials. 

The fourth case was referred 
to family court, which in Japan 
handles cases involving people 
19 and younger. The family court 
judge has as long as eight weeks 
to decide whether to treat the 
suspect as a minor or refer the 
case back to the adult criminal 
justice system. No charges have 
been filed. 

Also on Friday, Japanese offi- 
cials released all four teens — a 
15-year-old, two 17-year-olds and 
an 18-year-old — to their parents, 
according to Air Force spokes- 
man Maj. Christopher Watt. He 
said the families and military of- 
ficials are continuing to cooper- 
ate in the case. 

It was unclear Friday which 
teen still faced a possible charge. 

Prosecutors declined Friday 
afternoon to elaborate on the 
recommendations it made to the 
court and they refused to identify 
which cases were dropped, saying 
they do not want to identify the 
teens because they are minors. 


SEE TEENS ON PAGE 2 
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QUOTE 


OF THE DAY 


“1 guess I’m having as good a 
Christmas as | can in Iraq.” 


—Sgt. Michael Grady, 23, of 
Greenville, N.C., on spending the 
holiday on patrols in lrag. Grady 
said he’d been up at 4 a.m. to talk 
to his wife and opened a box from 
her, finding an electric book with a 
recording of her reading “The Night 
Before Christmas” 


See story on Page 7 


TOP CLICKS 


ON STRIPES.COM 


The most popular stories 
on our Web site: 





1. Military to drop ban on soldiers get- 
ting pregnant in lraq 

2. Mortars found near Atsugi; security 
level raised 

3. Okinawan stages hunger strike over 
fatal hit-and-run 

4. Seven soldiers punished thus far 
under pregnancy ban 

5. For troops in lraq, ‘just another won- 
derful day in the neighborhood’ 





COMING 


TOMORROW 


Science & 
Medicine 


Sunny, 
outdoorsy 
states top 
happiness 
study 





TODAY 


IN STRIPES 


ROVICE cissiitinitericiincticonionn AE 
American Roundup ....... 20-21 
Classified ......cscsssssesss12 24°30 
Comics........... Sunday Comics 
Crossword ...... Sunday Comics 
FACES sincwisinvitiiansestteciennn WO 
HOrOSCOPe ...sesenencnnenenenenees LZ 
Letters/Opinion............ 18-19 
PAlAGG cisiinniiiieeiisieicten LO 
Perspectives.....ssssssessssnsnnes 24 
Sports ....cscscssesensnseseress OL-40 
SUG OK wciisistciinnesisiwcenseneaees LE 
TV listings ...cscsesessnnesnensens 20 
Weather ......scsssenssenensneeeesrs 20 
Your Money....sssssssssns011 22°23 





<@ 9 Omen ; : 4. Y i . 
Suzuki's New Tonkatsu_Restaurant .. ><‘ 


Front of Gate #2 


_<— TEL: 042-553-7171 








“STARS AND STRIPES® 


Sunday, December 27, 2009 


Policy punishing pregnancies to end 


Order will cease on Jan. 1 as new regulations will be issued 


By JEFF SCHOGOL 
Stars and Stripes 


WASHINGTON — The con- 
troversial order punishing preg- 
nancy among troops serving in 
northern Iraq will cease to exist 
on Jan. 1 when forces through- 
out the country begin operat- 
ing under a new, unified set of 
regulations, an Army official has 
confirmed. 

With the transformation from 
Multi-National Force-Iraq_ to 
United States Forces-Iraq, Gen. 
Ray Odierno, the top U.S. com- 
mander in the country, is issuing 
a comprehensive General Order 
No. 1, according to Lt. Col. Joss- 
lyn Aberle, spokeswoman for 
Odierno. 

It will draw from various or- 
ders previously in place but leave 
out the pregnancy punishments 
enacted in November by Maj. 
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Gen. Anthony 
Cucolo. 

The decision 
to drop preg- 
nancy from | 
the list of pro- | 
hibitions for 
U.S. soldiers 
comes less [et 
than a week J 
after Stars 
and __ Stripes 
reported on 
Cucolo’s order. The policy, which 
leaves open the possibility of 
court-martial and jail time for 
soldiers who become pregnant or 
impregnate others, drew sharp 
criticism from opponents, who 
said it infringed on basic rights of 
the individual. 

Among the critics were four 
Democratic senators who wrote 
a letter to Army Secretary John 
McHugh, asking him to rescind 


Cucolo 





the pregnancy restriction. 

“This policy could encourage 
female soldiers to delay seeking 
critical medical care with poten- 
tially serious consequences for 
the mother and child,” said the 
letter signed by Sens. Barbara 
Boxer, Barbara Mikulski, Jeanne 
Shaheen and Kristen Gillibrand. 
“We can think of no greater de- 
terrent to women contemplating 
a military career than the image 
of a pregnant woman being 
severely punished for simply 
conceiving a child. That defies 
comprehension.” 

Cucolo last week said that seven 
soldiers — four women and three 
men — had faced administra- 
tive punishment for violating the 
pregnancy rule. He defended the 
policy, which he said was meant 
to stress the importance of his 
female soldiers and the problems 
created when a pregnant soldier 
is sent home from a war zone. He 
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Canadian soldiers at Camp Nathan Smith in Kandahar, Afghanistan, play in a Christmas Day hockey 


tournament. 
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added that he had no intention of 
court-martialing violators. But by 
Thursday, it was clear the preg- 
nancy ban would not be included 
in the new set of general orders for 
troops that will take effect in 2010 
when the new headquarters Unit- 
ed States Forces-Iraq stands up. 

Aberle said the new policy will 
be aligned with both U.S. Central 
Command’s and Multi-National 
Corps-—Iraq’s policy; neither has a 
provision on pregnancy. A state- 
ment made Thursday by Multi- 
National Force-Iraq indicated 
the military wanted to prevent 
similar issues in the future. 

“All requests by subordinate 
units to impose further restric- 
tions of activities addressed in 
General Order Number One will 
require approval of the USF-I 
Commander,” the statement said. 





E-mail Jeff Schogol at: 
jeffrey.schogol@stripes.osd.mil 


Teens: Motorcyclist 
slowly improving 
TEENS, FROM PAGE 1 


The four teens were arrested 
Dec. 5, suspected of stringing a 
rope across a street near the air 
base in August and causing a 
Japanese motorcyclist to crash. 
The woman, 23, who was driv- 
ing suffered a skull fracture and 
lay in a coma for weeks. More 
recently, she has been able to re- 
turn to work part time. 

“Our thoughts are still with 
her,” Watt said Friday night in a 
telephone interview. 

While awaiting prosecutor 
recommendations, the teens had 
been held separately at a local po- 
lice station and then at four sepa- 
rate juvenile detention centers, 
according to military officials. 

Last week, the teens’ parents 
— who are airmen at Yokota — 
visited with the victim’s family 
and offered apologies, Air Force 
officials said. 
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As the need for child care centers grows, base officials wonder who will staif them 


By T.D. FLAck 


Stars and Stripes 


MISAWA AIR BASE, Japan — 
Faced with a staffing crisis that 
threatened their ability to care 
for the community’s children, 
Misawa officials came up with 
a unique plan earlier this year: 
They put U.S. military personnel 
to work in the Child and Youth 
Services program. 

The situation is not exclusive 
to Misawa. Nearly every over- 
seas U.S. military base reported 
staffing shortages when queried 
in recent weeks. And many are 
scrambling to find ways to hire 
and keep employees. 

Kelly B. Hruska, deputy direc- 
tor for government relations with 
the National Military Family As- 
sociation, said there is a tremen- 
dous need for child care in the 
U.S. military community. 

She said a little more than half 
of the 1.1 million children of mili- 
tary families identified in a 2007 
census were 7 or younger. 

Hruska said the Defense De- 
partment has long realized the 
need for top-notch child care, 
especially in overseas locations, 
and is still investing the money to 
build the centers. 

The problem, she said, is the 
staffing. 

“You can build them, but who’s 
going to staff them?” she asked. 

Misawa officials said the deci- 
sion to take 11 servicemembers 
out of their daily jobs and reas- 
sign them temporarily to work 
with the children beginning in 
September was easy because the 
base was “out of options.” 

“Tt’s either that or artificially 
say, ‘Nope — I have a staffing 
capacity limitation.’ ... And that 
means you are going to have to 
tell parents that they need to find 
a family child care provider” or 
seek off-base care in the Japa- 
nese system, said Col. David P. 
Wiegand, commander of the 35th 
Mission Support Group. 

“We were not going to have suf- 
ficient staff to handle even all of 
our priority one folks,” he said. 
Military day care centers priori- 
tize usage, giving single military 
parents and dual military couples 
first chance at care. 

The troops assigned to work 
with the children were not in 
military uniform and underwent 
the same background check and 
initial training as every new em- 
ployee in the CYS program, he 
said. 

It was possible to put them to 
work because, as a remote assign- 
ment, Misawa is authorized to use 
both appropriated and nonappro- 
priated funding in its child care 
programs. 

As the center has gradually 
hired more civilians, the service- 
members have been sent back to 
their squadron, he said, and only 
a few were still working in early 
December. 

Now, the push is on at Misawa 
to hire 30 Japanese employees, a 
$750,000 investment in stability. 

Wiegand said that when he 
took command in July, he looked 
around the base and saw how in- 
strumental Japanese employees 
were in other squadrons. Wie- 
gand said he wanted that in the 
CYS program. 

“If we could build a cadre of 
Japanese nationals who are qual- 





ified and certified ... it would be 
a pretty powerful mix to bring to 
our child care programs here at 
Misawa,” he said. 

Since Japan wasn’t going to 
agree to fund additional positions 
at Misawa, the base had to pay for 
them. 

CYS officials with the Europe 
Region Installation Management 
Command — which has programs 
on 17 garrisons in Germany, Italy, 
Belgium and the Netherlands — 
have struggled to keep their cen- 
ters properly staffed following 
the heavy deployment schedules 
in Afghanistan and Iraq. 

Since 2004, the command has 
spent about $1.9 million a year 
bringing college students to Eu- 
rope on short-term visas to work 
in the centers, said Cherri Ver- 
schraegen, who heads command’s 


program. She said 82 interns — 
the most since the program was 
initiated — are currently work- 
ing at Army care centers across 
Europe. 

The “obvious question” facing 
planners, Verschraegen said, is 
how they’1l staff the 10 new facili- 
ties that are going to be built in 
Europe, some as part of the resta- 
tioning of U.S. forces. 

She said the first thought is 
to bring more interns and to in- 
crease incentives for full-time 
employees. 

Yongsan Garrison, in South 
Korea, suffers the same staff- 
ing shortages as other centers 
worldwide. 

In April, garrison commander 
Col. Dave Hall signed an Army 
covenant introducing new incen- 
tives to hire and keep employees 
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Top: Rose San Agustin, the program leader for 
the preschool room at Yokosuka Naval Base’s 
Child Development Center in Japan demon- 
strates a plank-walking activity on Dec. 14. 


Right: Agustin leads children outside to play. 


Left: Erin Becote, a teacher in the preschool 
room talks with children as they play in the 
center’s sandbox. Nearly every overseas U.S. 
military base reported staffing shortages when 
queried in recent weeks. And many are scram- 
bling to find ways to hire and keep employees. 


in the CYS program. The incen- 
tives included recruiting and re- 
tention bonuses, reduced child 
care fees for employees and free 
or reduced college tuition. 

Melody Hill, director of Yong- 
san’s Child Development Center, 
said the efforts are “working 
nicely,” especially with staff stay- 
ing on the job longer. 

But it’s still not easy to hire 
enough employees, she said. 

“T think we’re going to have to 
think outside of the box a little bit 
more if we’re going to meet the 
demands of the community,” Hill 
said. 

Barbara Thompson, director 
of the DOD’s Office of Family 
Policy/Children and Youth, ap- 
plauded staffing efforts at mili- 
tary bases. 

“They’re finding a solution to 


$750,000 


The cost to hire 30 
Japanese nationals to staff 
Misawa’s Child and Youth 
services program 


“tf we could build 
a cadre of Japanese 
nationals who are 
qualified and 
certified ... it would 
be a pretty powerful 
nux to bring to our 
child care programs 
here at Misawa.” 


Col. David P. Wiegand 
commander, 35th Mission 
Support Group 





make sure that parents can go to 
work and not worry about their 
children,” she said. 

Thompson, who has oversight 
of the DOD child development 
and youth programs serving 
about 400,000 children daily at 
300 locations, said that some peo- 
ple think of a job with CYS asa 
temporary measure instead of a 
potential career. 

While recruiting and reten- 
tion bonuses can help, Thomp- 
son thinks the “opportunity for 
professional growth” also should 
be stressed. She pointed out that 
each military base has a CYS pro- 
gram, so a child care job doesn’t 
go away because of a transfer to a 
new duty station. 
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‘| think there is a chance 


to end this war some way’ ¥7 * 


NAD ALI DISTRICT, Afghanistan 

avo Hirvesoo had a choice: Fight 

R in Afghanistan or go to jail and 

end up fighting in Afghanistan 
anyway. 

So the 18-year-old headed to Central 
Asia and endured two years of ambush- 
es, rotten food and exposure to freezing 
cold and blazing heat with inadequate 
clothing. 

It was the same Afghanistan he fights 
in now but under a different flag in a dif- 
ferent war — a war many experts point 
to as a warning sign for the current, ten- 
uous NATO operation. 

It was 1985 and Hirvesoo fought for 
the Soviet Union. They were fighting a 
losing battle that would eventually help 
topple the country, and he and most of 
his fellow Estonians were happy to see 
it fall. 

Hirvesoo, now a 42-year-old sergeant 
and armored truck driver, is on his 
fourth tour in Afghanistan with the Es- 
tonian army, this time as a volunteer. 

“When the Soviet Union left Afghani- 
stan he stayed and just switched uni- 
forms later,” his friend joked. 

For two years, Hirvesoo drove a com- 
munications truck for the Soviets across 
Afghanistan, living in the field for up to 
six weeks at a time and sleeping in his 
truck in the dead of winter without a 
sleeping bag, blankets or heat (turning 


on the truck could alert the mujahedeen 
to his position). Food was a bowl of rice, 
perhaps with a few scraps of meat, armor 
was nonexistent and attacks, plentiful. 

“T just took it day by day and tried to 
stay alive,” Hirvesoo said. 

When Hirvesoo returned he found 
even the modest perks the Soviets had 
promised as reward for his service — 
permits to rent an apartment and buy 
a car, both very dear items under the 
Communists — never materialized. 

The one positive he took from the 
experience was his training as a truck 
driver. Hirvesoo drove trucks as a civil- 
ian until 1995, when he joined the army 
again for a mission in Croatia, only this 
time wearing the flag of his newly inde- 
pendent Estonia. After a few more years 
he joined the army again — he says for 
good now — in 2003 and deployed on 
the first of four tours in Afghanistan in 
2006. 

Despite his traumatic tour with the 
Soviets, Hirvesoo said he always felt a 
calling to serve in the military and that 
it felt natural to get back to being a sol- 
dier. And he again drives a truck, this 
time a Finnish-made armored personnel 
carrier. 

“T kind of liked the military service my 
whole life — I just didn’t have a choice 
before,” he said. 

He sees many differences between the 
current conflict and the Soviet war, start- 


- he 
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Sgt. Ravo Hirvesoo leans against the armored personnel carrier he drives in 
Afghanistan. Hirvesoo, 42, first served in Afghanistan in 1985 with the 
Soviet Union and returned more than 20 years later with the Estonian army to 


support NATO’s efforts there. 


ing with conditions for troops, which he 
says are “like night and day.” He also 
said NATO has learned from Russian 
failures that a scorched-earth policy 
only alienates people and strengthens 
the insurgency. 

“Those days, I felt the whole nation 
fought against the Soviet Union and the 
way the Russians fought, they pretty 
much destroyed everything in their 
way,” he said. “Now our troops under- 
stand there is only a small contingent 
fighting us, not the whole nation, and we 


are picking who to shoot.” 

But asked what he thinks of NATO’s 
chances of securing a better outcome in 
Afghanistan than the Soviets, who hast- 
ily withdrew in 1989 and saw their coun- 
try collapse soon after, Hirvesoo pauses 
a long time before giving an answer re- 
flective of the ambiguity of the current 
effort in the country. 

“That is a hard question,” he said. 
“There is a chance, at least, I think there 
is a chance, to end this war some way.” 


— Heath Druzin 


Estonia: Soldiers see signs of making inroads with locals 





Estonian soldiers climb through a hole in a mud wall to reach a farm 
field where several men were seen doing surveillance on Patrol Base 
Wahid in Helmand province, Afghanistan. 
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“A sauna and a beer are good on a cold night,” one 
soldier said, handing a reporter the customary post- 
sweat bottle of Beck’s nonalcoholic brew. 


‘It’s not about the bread’ 


The Taliban have left many locals fearful of talk- 
ing to coalition troops and the Estonians, like many 
of their NATO counterparts, struggle to persuade 
them to help them root out insurgents. During one 
foot patrol an Estonian intelligence officer, who 
by custom only agrees to be quoted anonymously, 
spoke to an opium farmer who lives near Patrol 
Base Wahid. 

The farmer warned the officer that his soldiers 
were about to cross a heavily mined road and point- 
ed out a safe path set off by locals with yellow mark- 
ers. But when the intelligence officer asked why the 
farmer hadn’t gone to the provincial capital of Lash- 
kar Gah to get the free wheat seed offered by NATO 
in order to stop farming opium, the man scoffed. 


DRAGON HILL LODGE 


ISCOVER SEOUL 


“The Taliban will catch me and beat me and say 
that I am one of you (if I go to Lashkar Gah),” he 
said. 

Sorting out who’s who in an area where several 
hundred yards can separate friendly territory from 
Taliban stronghold, and where insurgents have 
learned not to walk around in the open while armed, 
can be dizzying for the soldiers. 

“Tt’s not even a chessboard — good, bad, good, bad 
— it’s just so blurred,” the intelligence officer said. 

During one tense night of warning shots fired 
from guard towers to scare off locals suspected of 
casing the base, there’s a hopeful sign: A local elder 
brought fresh flatbread from a nearby village as a 
goodwill gesture. Fresh bread is like gold in a base 
with only rations, and soldiers quickly tucked in. It’s 
also a small sign the company is making inroads, 
says Capt. Viljar Kurg. 

“Tt’s not about the bread, it’s about how the people 
feel about you.” 
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By Leo SHANE III 


Stars and Stripes 


WASHINGTON — Military 
health officials who have stead- 
fastly denied that burn pits in 
Iraq and Afghanistan cause seri- 
ous health problems will launch a 
massive study next year to see if 
they’re wrong. 

Officially, the Pentagon still 
says the toxic smoke from the 
pits is not to blame for the fatal 
cancers and respiratory illnesses 
suffered by some troops upon re- 
turning from the war zones. But 
Dr. Craig Postlewaite, director of 
the Defense Department’s Force 
Health Protection programs, said 
that researchers “are keeping the 
door open” on the issue. 

“When we look at the health 
outcome data of those exposed [to 
the burn pits] we’re not seeing a 
great increase in respiratory ill- 
nesses,” he said in an interview 
with Stars and Stripes last week. 
“But we’ve become aware in the 
last several months that there 
have been a handful of conditions 
diagnosed by military physicians 
where they’ve indicated there 
could be an inhalational expo- 
sure cause.” 

That doesn’t mean burn pits 
are to blame, he said — dust and 
sand, cigarette smoke or other 
unknown airborne particulates 
could be at fault. However, he 
said, it does indicate that more 
research is needed on the issue. 

The move comes amid criticism 
that Pentagon officials have over- 
looked dozens of serious illnesses 
related to combat zone burn pits 
— used at numerous bases to dis- 
pose of everyday trash, broken 
furniture and even excess com- 
bat equipment. 

So far, 22 class-action law- 
suits related to alleged burn pit 
illnesses have been filed in fed- 
eral courts, covering both con- 
tractors and soldiers exposed to 
the pits. Members of Congress 
have pushed military officials to 
respond to anecdotal reports of 
leukemia, lung tumors and other 
unusual cancers in troops sta- 
tioned near some of the largest 
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The burn pit at a combat outpost in Baghdad in 2008 shows the amount and types of trash being openly burned at even the smallest U.S. 
bases in Iraq. Amid myriad health concerns, the Pentagon has decided to probe possible connections between illness and the pits. 


burn pits. 

Most of the department’s cur- 
rent data on the pits’ acrid smoke 
comes from a 2007 study of the 
air quality around Balad Air 
Base in Iraq. Critics have blasted 
the methodology and thorough- 
ness of the study, and Postlewaite 
admitted that the research pro- 
vides only a snapshot of airborne 
particulate matter at that one 
location. 

“Our previous assessment did 
not consider combined exposures, 
whether the dust and smoke to- 
gether might cause problems,” he 
said. “It did not consider genetic 
susceptibility. If there are people 
being harmed by the smoke, it’s 
probably a relatively small num- 
ber of people. But what we care 
about most is the health of our 
people.” 

Joe Chenelly, spokesman for the 
Disabled Veterans of America, 
applauded the decision to further 
research the inhalation illnesses 
but “we’d like to see these sick 
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troops getting more help right 
away and their families getting 
help right away.” 

The group has compiled a list of 
more than 500 servicemembers 
suffering from what they believe 
are burn pit-related illnesses. 

“We'd like to see every one of 
these burn pits shut down today,” 
he said. “The study costs will 
likely be more than what it would 
cost to get proper incinerators at 
these bases.” 

Postlewaite said officials are 
still organizing sites and collec- 


tion details for the study, but he 
expects a formal report on the 
data by the end of 2010. Both 
the Armed Forces Health Sur- 
veillance Center and the De- 
partment’s Deployment Health 
Research Center are involved in 
the effort. 

The Department of Veterans 
Affairs has also promised to in- 
vestigate the long-term health 
effects of exposure to the smoke, 
although the department does 
not currently recognize burn pit 
exposure as a presumed combat- 


connected illness. 

In August, President Barack 
Obama promised the issue would 
not become another “Agent Or- 
ange,” the name for herbicides 
used heavily during the Vietnam 
War and later linked to serious 
health problems in civilians and 
U.S. troops. Veterans groups have 
fought with military agencies for 
years over health benefits related 
to that chemical exposure. 





E-mail Leo Shane at: 
shanel@stripes.osd.mil 
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For troops in Iraq, Christmas presents are mixed with patrols 


By MICHAEL GISICK 
Stars and Stripes 


FORWARD OPERATING 
BASE MAHMUDIYAH, Iraq 
— Christmas Day broke pale and 
cold over this base just south of 
Baghdad and the platoon of North 
Carolina National Guardsmen 
headed out in their Humvees 
early. Along the road they passed 
clusters of pilgrims carrying 
green and black flags. 

“It’s just another wonderful 
day in the neighborhood,” said 
Pfc. Mark Burgess, 20, of Gasto- 
nia, N.C. 

The pilgrims, of course, weren’t 
there for Christmas, but rather 
for Ashoura, the Shiite holiday 
commemorating the martyrdom 
of the Prophet Muhammad’s 
grandson, Hussein, that draws 
hundreds of Iraqis to the city of 
Karbala. 

The Americans weren’t exactly 
there for Christmas either, and 
after a few miles they left the 
pilgrims’ route. For the next few 
hours, they trundled along dirt 
roads beside irrigation canals, 
passing palm groves and fields 
of alfalfa and potatoes. Families 
working the fields stopped and 
stared, farm implements hang- 
ing from their hands. In places, 
children came running, hoping 
for candy or, best of all, a soccer 
ball. 

Their first stop was a cluster 
of houses next to a crowded cow 
pen. 

Staff Sgt. Reese Jacobs Jr., 50, 
of Pembroke, N.C., handed out 
candy and items such as tooth- 
paste and Slim Jims from a red 
and white stocking while the 
platoon leader, 2nd Lt. Saquang 
Lam, asked a few questions of 
two men. 

Neither knew anything about 
three brothers believed to have 
something to do with a bomb- 
planting network. The Ameri- 
cans took the men’s names and 
did their best to get retinal pho- 
tographs and fingerprint scans, 
though one of the men complained 
of glaucoma and said he’d had his 
eye photographed less than a year 
before. 

Though American troops 
across much of Iraq have cur- 
tailed their patrols, this platoon, 
part of Company A, 120th Infan- 
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try Regiment, 30th Heavy Bri- 
gade Combat Team, is still at it. 

“We’re going out almost every 
day,” said Lam, 37, of Greens- 
boro, N.C. “It really hasn’t slowed 
down at all.” 

The Americans bumped down 
a windy road and arrived at a 
farm that was handsome and 
well-kept, with a yard and a fence 
and flowers. 

The owner said he didn’t know 
anything about the brothers ei- 
ther, though he knew a man with 
the same name as one of them. 
But that man was from a differ- 
ent tribe, and had died. 

The farmer offered the Ameri- 
cans tea made from boiled river 
water. They drank it. 

“T guess I’m having as good a 
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Christmas as I can in Iraq,” said 
Sgt. Michael Grady, 23, of Green- 
ville, N.C. He said he’d been up 
at 4 a.m. to talk to his wife over 
the webcam and watch his neph- 
ew open presents. He opened a 
box from his wife, finding video 
games, some iTunes gift cards 
and an electric book in which 
each page held a recording of 
her reading “The Night Before 
Christmas.” 

The platoon stopped at a couple 
of potato fields where families 
were out harvesting. 

The men came forward and 
one by one held open their eyelids 
for the retinal photos. One man 
pulled up his clothes to reveal a 
bulging hernia. 

“T have no money to go to a doc- 
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Above: A U.S. soldier questions potato farmers near 
Mahmudiyah, Iraq, on Christmas Day. 


Left: Staff Sgt. Reese Jacobs Jr. offers candy to 
children at a farm near Mahmudiyah. 
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tor,” he said. 

The Americans wished him the 
best and continued on along the 
canals and the beds of whispy- 
headed reeds, later rejoining the 
highway and the pilgrims. 

They returned to base around 
2 p.m. The sun had come out. 
There was a football game going 
on, a Christmas meal later in the 
afternoon, church for those who 
wanted it. 

Burgess was excited about a 
go-kart that he’d gotten his 6- 
year-old brother. 

Jacobs said he’d be on the 
phone, probably for a while. 

“T’ve got a big family,” he said. 
“Tt might take me all day.” 





E-mail Michael Gisick at; 
gisickm@estripes.osd.mil 
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Friends 


say cleric 
not killed 
in airstrike 


The Associated Press 


SAN’A, Yemen — A U.S.-born 
radical cleric is alive and well 
following reports he may have 
been killed in a Yemeni airstrike 
against suspected al-Qaida hide- 
outs, friends and relatives said 
Friday. 

The government said it targeted 
a meeting of high-level al-Qaida 
operatives in Thursday’s airstrike 
in the remote Shabwa region. It 
claimed at least 30 militants were 
killed, possibly including Anwar 
al-Awlaki, a radical cleric who has 
been linked to the shooter in last 
month’s attack at the Fort Hood 
military base in the U.S. 

On Friday, a friend of the 
cleric, Abu Bakr al-Awlaki, told 
The Associated Press he was not 
among those killed. He refused to 
say if the cleric was attending the 
meeting. 

Abu Bakr al-Awlaki was in 
Shabwa and in contact with the 
gunmen in control of the area 
following the strike. He is not re- 
lated to the cleric, but the two are 
from the same tribe and carry 
the same last name. 

Thursday’s_ airstrikes were 
the second in a week against al- 
Qaida and were carried out with 
U.S. and Saudi intelligence help. 
The newly aggressive Yemeni 
campaign, backed by American 
aid, reflects Washington’s fears 
that the terror network could 
turn this fragmented, unstable 
nation into an Afghanistan-like 
refuge in a highly strategic loca- 
tion on the border with oil-rich 
Saudi Arabia. 

The Yemeni government said 
it struck a gathering of senior al- 
Qaida figures in Rafd, a remote 
mountain valley in eastern Shab- 
wa province, where they were 
plotting new terror attacks. 

In addition to al-Awlaki, the 
top leader of al-Qaida’s branch in 
Saudi Arabia and Yemen, Naser 
Abdel-Karim al-Wahishi, and 
his deputy, Saeed al-Shihri, were 
also believed to be at the meet- 
ing, Yemen’s Supreme Security 
Comunittee said. 

Yemeni officials still have no 
access to the area, which is con- 
trolled by armed gunmen and 
supporters of al-Qaida, and could 
not confirm who was killed in the 
attack. 
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By HEATH DRUZIN 
Stars and Stripes 


KANDAHAR, Afghanistan — A Canadian 
soldier and his Afghan counterpart were 
killed by a bomb near this southern city 
Wednesday. 

The soldiers were on foot during a joint Af- 
ghan-Canadian Army patrol in the village of 
Nakhonay, 15 miles southwest of Kandahar, 
when they were mortally wounded by a bur- 
ied bomb around 4 p.m. An Afghan translator 
also was injured. 

The Canadian soldier was Lt. Andrew 
Richard Nuttall, 30, of Prince Rupert, British 
Columbia. He served with the First Battalion 
Princess Patricia’s Canadian Light Infantry. 

Though the traditional fighting season in 
Afghanistan is during the summer months, 
roadside bombs targeting military vehicles 
and booby traps set for foot patrols have been 
an increasing problem for coalition forces, 
especially in the southern provinces of Kan- 
dahar and Helmand. 

Bombs have been the biggest killer of co- 
alition forces in Afghanistan. 

Canadian soldiers have seen heavy fight- 
ing in the south, the Taliban’s spiritual home- 
land, as they work to clear areas long held by 
insurgents. 

Coalition forces have been increasing their 
focus on joint patrols with Afghan army and 
national police units in line with Gen. Stanley 
McChrystal’s strategy to put more emphasis 
on training and mentorship of Afghan secu- 
rity forces. McChrystal heads the U.S. and 
NATO missions in Afghanistan. 

Nuttall was the 134th Canadian soldier 
killed in Afghanistan. 


E-mail Heath Druzin at: Druzinh@estripes.osd.mil 
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Afghan blast kills Canadian soldier 
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Canadian soldiers at Camp Nathan Smith in Kandahar, Afghanistan, salute during a memorial 
service for Lt. Andrew Nuttall, an infantryman killed Wednesday by a bomb. 


Captured U.S. soldier seen in video released by Taliban 


The Associated Press 


KABUL — The Taliban released a video 
Friday of an American soldier captured in 
Afghanistan, showing him apparently healthy 
but spouting criticism about the U.S. military 
operation. 

In Idaho, Pfc. Bowe Bergdahl’s family 
pleaded on Christmas Day for his release and 
urged him to “stay strong.” 

Bergdahl disappeared June 30 while based 
in eastern Afghanistan and is the only known 
American serviceman in captivity. The Tal- 
iban claimed his capture in a video released 
in mid-July. He hadn’t been heard from until 
Friday’s video, in which he looks well and 
speaks clearly. 

Although the video was released Friday, 
it was unclear when it was made, and NATO 
spokesman Col. Wayne Shanks told The New 
York Times it was not evidence that Bergdahl 
is still alive. He suggested the video may be a 
pastiche of clips from earlier this year. 

“We are not using this as a proof-of-life 
video,” Shanks told the newspaper. “It’s still to 
be determined when it was made, but it could 
have been made even several months ago. It 
has a lot of editing pieces.” 

The NATO-led International Security As- 
sistance Force confirmed hours later that the 
man in the video was Bergdahl, but denounced 
both its timing and content. 

“This is a horrible act which exploits a 
young soldier, who was clearly compelled to 
read a prepared statement,” said a statement 
from U.S. Navy Rear Adm. Gregory Smith, 
ISAF’s spokesman. “To release this video on 
Christmas Day is an affront to the deeply con- 
cerned family and friends of Bowe Bergdahl, 
demonstrating contempt for religious tradi- 
tions and the teachings of Islam.” 

Lt. Col. Tim Marsano of the Idaho National 
Guard issued a statement Friday from the 
family of Bergdahl, who live outside Hailey, 
Idaho. In their statement, the family urged 
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A video frame grab from a Taliban propaganda video released Friday purportedly shows U.S. 
soldier Pfc. Bowe Bergdahl, 23, of Ketchum, Idaho. 


the captors “to let our only son come home.” 

Marsano met with the family Friday morn- 
ing. He said the family had not seen the video 
but had talked to relatives who had seen it. 

In the video, Bergdahl is shown seated, fac- 
ing the camera, wearing sunglasses and what 
appears to be a U.S. military helmet and uni- 
form. On one side of the image, it says: “An 
American soldier imprisoned by the Mujahi- 
deen of the Islamic Emirate of Afghanistan.” 

He identifies himself as Bergdahl, born in 
Sun Valley, Idaho, and gives his rank, birth 
date, blood type, his unit and mother’s maiden 
name before beginning a lengthy verbal at- 


tack on the U.S. conduct of the war in Afghan- 
istan and its relations with Muslims. 

In the video, Bergdahl says “It’s our arro- 
gance and, and our stupidity that has made us 
so blind that we simply refuse to see the blun- 
ders and mistakes that we continue to make.“ 

Although it is unclear where Bergdahl was 
being held when the video was recorded, he 
said he had not been abused by his captors. 

A statement read by a Taliban spokesman 
appears at the end of the video and renews 
demands for a “limited number of prisoners” 
to be exchanged for Bergdahl. The statement 
says more U.S. troops could be captured. 
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Blast kills 
six Shiite 
pilgrims in 
Baghdad 


By BusHrRA JUHI 
The Associated Press 


BAGHDAD — A roadside 
bomb killed six Shiite Muslim 
pilgrims Friday during a proces- 
sion, the latest violence targeting 
the group during observances of 
a religious holiday, officials said. 

The deaths followed height- 
ened tensions in a northern Iraqi 
town after troops were deployed 
following a_ scuffle between 
Christians and Shiites over holi- 
day decorations. 

Observances of the 10-day 
Shiite festival of Ashoura, which 
ends on Dec. 27, coincided Friday 
with Christian celebrations of 
Christmas. 

The government has been try- 
ing to assure people it can pro- 
tect both Shiites and Christians 
during the two holidays. During 
Ashoura, hundreds of thousands 
of pilgrims converge on the holy 
city of Karbala. 

In the days leading up to the 
event, large processions of men 
go through the streets of Shiite 
neighborhoods, beating their 
chests and using chains to flay 
their backs in a show of grief over 
the 7th-century killing of the 
Prophet Muhammad’s grandson, 
Imam Hussein. 

The gatherings, practically 
banned under Iraqi dictator Sad- 
dam Hussein, have often been 
targeted by insurgents as a way 
to sow sectarian divide. 

The bomb in the capital killed 
six pilgrims and injured 17, in- 
cluding a local politician, said a 
policeman in Sadr city in eastern 
Baghdad. A medic and another 
policeman confirmed the num- 
ber of dead. 

In anorthern Iraqi town, troops 
were deployed and a brief curfew 
was imposed after three guards 
at a Christian church were in- 
jured during a dispute between 
Shiites and Christians over com- 
peting religious decorations. 

The confrontation in Bartela, 
240 miles northwest of Baghdad, 
comes as many Christians in 
Iraq tamped down celebrations to 
avoid offending Shiites, who are 
making pilgrimages to the south- 
ern holy city of Karbala to com- 
memorate the killing of Imam 
Hussein. His death sealed the 
split between Shiites and Sunnis. 

The incidents come a day after 
Shiite pilgrims were targeted in 
a handful of bombing attacks that 
left dozens dead. In the worst of 
those attacks, police on Friday 
raised the toll to 19 killed and 
80 wounded in a double bomb- 
ing in Hillah, 60 miles south of 
Baghdad. 

Northwest of Mosul, near the 
border with Syria, a car bomb ex- 
ploded near Kurdish Peshmerga 
forces, killing one and wound- 
ing 10 others, police said. The 
officials spoke on condition of 
anonymity because they were not 
authorized to speak to the media. 
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The Associated Press 


VATICAN CITY — The Vatican will re- 
view security procedures after a woman 
jumped a barrier and rushed at Pope 
Benedict XVI for the second time in two 
years, this time managing to knock him 
down before being pulled away by guards, 
the Vatican spokesman said Friday. 

Benedict, 82, wasn’t hurt and delivered 
his traditional Christmas greetings in 65 
languages from the loggia overlooking St. 
Peter’s Square. While a bit unsteady at 
first, he also delivered a speech about the 
world’s trouble spots without problem. 

The incident in St. Peter’s Basilica 
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raised fresh questions about security for 
the pontiff, however, after officials said 
the woman involved had jumped the bar- 
rier at the 2008 Midnight Mass in a failed 
bid to get to the pope. 

Italian officials also remarked on the 
odd similarity of the breach to an assault 
two weeks ago on Premier Silvio Berlus- 
coni by a man with a history of psycho- 
logical problems. 

The Vatican identified the woman in- 
volved in Thursday night’s incident as Su- 
sanna Maiolo, 25, a Swiss-Italian national 
with psychiatric problems who was im- 
mediately taken to a clinic for treatment. 
Interior Ministry officials said she lived 


Pope delivers blessing after attack 


in Switzerland and the ANSA news agen- 
cy said she had traveled to Rome specifi- 
cally for the Mass as she did last year. 

In the 2008 case, Maiolo never managed 
to reach the pope and was quietly tackled 
by security. Thursday she launched her- 
self over the barricade as Benedict walked 
down the aisle at the start of Christmas 
Eve service. As guards wrestled her to 
the ground, she grabbed onto Benedict’s 
vestments, bringing him down with her. 

Virtually anyone can get into a papal 
Mass: Tickets are required but easy to get 
if requested in advance. Identification is 
not necessary to gain entrance, although 
visitors pass through a metal detector. 
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Grecorio Boreia/AP 


Pope Benedict XVI gestures to the faithful 
during the “Urbi et Orbi”’ message in St. 
Peter’s Square at the Vatican on Friday. 
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SoftBank @ iPhone 3G 
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President Barack Obama greets supporters Thursday after arriving at Hickam Air Force Base for the 


family holiday vacation in Honolulu. 


Obama salutes troops 


By DARLENE SUPERVILLE 
The Associated Press 


WASHINGTON — President Barack Obama 
and first lady Michelle Obama offered Christmas 
wishes to the U.S. on Thursday, including a special 
thanks to the military. They urged Americans to 
help support military families this holiday season. 

In his weekly radio and Internet address, Obama 
said serving aS commander in chief has been his 
greatest honor as president. 

He saluted the “selfless spirit” of those who serve 
and said he has been “humbled, profoundly” by 
those who made the ultimate sacrifice. 

“So to all our men and women in uniform spend- 
ing the holidays far from home — whether it’s at a 
base here in the states, a mess hall in Iraq or a re- 
mote outpost in Afghanistan — know that you are in 
our thoughts and our prayers,” the president said. 

“And this holiday season — and every holiday 
season — know that we are doing everything in our 





power to make sure you can succeed in your mis- 
sions and come home safe to your families.” 

Michelle Obama recalled her visits with “military 
spouses doing the parenting of two” to keep their 
households together. 

“But even these strong military families can use a 
hand, especially during the holidays,” she said, her 
first time sharing the president’s weekly address. 
“If you live near a military base, you can reach 
out through your workplaces, your schools, your 
churches. 

“There are sO many ways to help — with child 
care, with errands, or by just bringing over a home- 
cooked meal,” Michelle Obama said. 

For servicemembers serving around the world, 
the president added that kids can send greeting 
cards and adults can send “care” packages or pre- 
paid phone cards. He directed listeners to the White 
House Web site “for more ways to let our troops 
know you care.” 
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Motor Vehicle Operator, NA-5703-05/07 
Progrom Assistant (COC), OSf-1702-02/03/04 
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AJG fails on pledge to 
return $165M in bonuses 


By Brapy DENNIS 
The Washington Post 


When word spread earlier this 
year that American International 
Group had paid more than $165 
million in retention bonuses at 
the division that had precipitated 
the company’s downfall, outrage 
erupted, with employees get- 
ting death threats and President 
Barack Obama urging that every 
legal avenue be pursued to block 
the payments. 

New York Attorney General 
Andrew Cuomo threatened to 
publicize the recipients’ names, 
prompting executives at AIG Fi- 
nancial Products to hastily agree 
to return about $45 million in bo- 
nuses by the end of the year. 

But as the final days of 2009 
tick away, a majority of that 
money remains unpaid. Only 
about $19 million has been given 
back, according to a report by the 
special inspector general for the 
government’s bailout program. 

Some of the employees who had 
offered to return their bonuses 
have instead left the company, 
taking their cash with them. 

Others remain at Financial 
Products but are also holding on 
to their money until they see what 
Kenneth Feinberg, the Obama 
administration’s “compensation 
czar,” decides about whether they 
should get future bonus payments 
they also have been promised. 

Dozens of employees have 
hired lawyers, bracing for a fight 
if AIG or government officials try 
to block the payments. 

Cuomo has said little publicly 
in recent months about the AIG 
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bonuses. When the controversy 
erupted in March, Cuomo agreed 
to keep the employees’ identities 
secret as long as a significant 
share of the money was returned 
to the company. Some of them said 
his demand amounted to black- 
mail. But AIG officials said at the 
time that at least 18 of firm’s top 
25 executives had agreed to re- 
turn at least some of their bonus 
money. “We are deeply gratified 
that a vast majority of FP’s senior 
leadership have expressed a will- 
ingness to forsake their recent re- 
tention payments,” the company 
said. 

But now, the government, AIG 
and the employees are on a colli- 
sion course. Everyone is keenly 
aware that another round of re- 
tention payments at Financial 
Products is due soon, threaten- 
ing to draw public attention to the 
issue once again. AIG is sched- 
uled to pay out an additional $198 
million to employees in March. 

“They have a contractual right 
to be paid this money. They put 
in their time, and they have 
performed all their obligations 
successfully,” said Andrew Good- 
stadt, a New York lawyer who 
represents more than a dozen Fi- 
nancial Products employees. 

Goodstadt said his clients in- 
clude computer systems special- 
ists, mathematicians and other 
employees who did not have a 
hand in the risky credit deriva- 
tives that brought the firm down. 
Rather, he said, many employees 
who remain at Financial Prod- 
ucts have worked to unwind the 
troubled trades on its books. 
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Snowstorm 
ummels 
more than 
10 states 


By Tim TALLEY 
The Associated Press 


OKLAHOMA CITY — A fierce Christmas 
storm dumped snow and ice across the mid- 
section of the United States, stranding trav- 
elers as highways and airports closed and 
leaving many to celebrate the holiday just 
where they were. Some churches decided to 
cancel Christmas Eve services, while others 
saw sharply lower attendance. 

Meteorologists predicted the slow-moving 
storm would glaze highways in the East with 
ice through Christmas night and that gusty 
thunderstorms would hamper the South. An 
ice storm warning was issued for parts of the 
North Carolina mountains and West Virginia, 
while a wind chill advisory cautioned of tem- 
peratures as low as minus 30 degrees Fahren- 
heit in Montana. 

The National Weather Service warned that 
the worst of the storm would hit the Dakotas 
on Christmas Day and into the evening. 

Slippery roads were blamed for at least 19 
deaths as the storm made its way across the 
country from the Southwest. Driving was so 
treacherous that authorities closed interstates 
in Oklahoma, South Dakota and Texas to pre- 
vent further collisions. 

Parts of at least 10 states were under bliz- 
zard warnings, including a line that stretched 
from North Dakota to Oklahoma, where Gov. 
Brad Henry declared a state of emergency. 
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Brap Loper/AP 


Rose Pettit covers her face while playing in the falling snow in Arlington, Texas, on Thursday 
afternoon. Pettit was visiting family for the holidays while traveling to Arlington from Gua- 
najuato, Mexico, with her sister, mother and father. 


The National Weather Service said the storm 
posed a threat to life and property. Officials 
warned travelers to stay home and to pack 
emergency kits if they had to set out. 
Jonathan Cannon was spending the night at 
a Baptist church in Goldsby, Okla., after being 
stuck for several hours on I-35. He had left 
Sherman, Texas, a little after noon on Thurs- 
day hoping to join his wife in Edmond, Okla. 
— a trip that usually takes about three hours. 
About 100 passengers and the same num- 
ber of workers were stuck at Oklahoma’s larg- 
est airport, which closed Thursday afternoon 


after several inches of snow clogged runways. 
At least 70 flights were canceled, said Mark 
Kranenburg, director of Will Rogers World 
Airport in Oklahoma City. 

The Star-Telegram said Dallas-Fort Worth 
was experiencing its first white Christmas 
in more than 80 years. While the area had a 
sprinkling of holiday snow in 2004 and 1997, 
the last time it experienced “a true, New Eng- 
land-style dose of snow on Christmas Day was 
Dec. 25, 1926,” the newspaper reported. 

Several Midwest churches canceled Christ- 
mas Eve services because of the snow. 


sex offender charged in girl’s disappearance 


The Associated Press 


SALISBURY, Md. — Police and several 
thousand volunteers in Maryland were search- 
ing on Christmas Day for a missing 11-year- 
old girl last seen wearing fuzzy Christmas 
pajamas. Police have charged a registered 
child sex offender in her disappearance. 

Thomas J. Leggs Jr. of Salisbury, 30, is 
charged with burglary and with kidnap- 
ping Sarah H. Foxwell, according to court 
documents. 

A charging document says Leggs was the 


last person seen with Sarah. 

Wicomico County Sheriff Mike Lewis said 
Sarah was last seen Tuesday night at her 
home on Maryland’s Eastern Shore. A relative 
discovered she was missing early Wednesday 
while checking on Sarah and her 6-year-old 
sister. 

“She wasn’t in her room,” Lewis said. He 
said there was no evidence of forced entry to 
the home where the girls live with their aunt, 
who is their legal guardian. Leggs is a former 
boyfriend of the aunt, officials said. 


The statement of probable cause also says 
Sarah’s aunt, Amy Fothergill, with whom 
Sarah lives, noticed that Sarah’s green tooth- 
brush was missing from the home. Deputies 
found a green toothbrush and a lollipop in a 
truck Leggs admitted driving. Leggs said he 
had been wearing jeans and white sneakers 
the previous night — the same clothes he was 
wearing when police questioned him. 

He is being represented by the public de- 
fender’s office, which has not returned a call 
seeking comment. 
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Madoff hospitalized 
for high blood pressure 


BUTNER, N.C. — The federal 
Bureau of Prisons says dizziness 
and hypertension hospitalized of 
Bernard Madoff. 

Spokeswoman Traci Billings- 
ley said Madoff is being treated 
at a hospital at the Butner federal 
prison in North Carolina. 

The 71-year-old disgraced fi- 
nancier was moved there Friday. 
Lawyer Ira Sorkin said Madoff 
has “had some dizzy spells and 
some high blood pressure.” 


FAA seeks maximum 
fine in balloon caper 


DENVER — Federal aviation 
authorities say they are seek- 
ing the maximum $11,000 fine 
against the man behind the bal- 
loon boy hoax on grounds that he 
operated a balloon in a hazardous 
manner. The Federal Aviation 
Administration released a letter 
Thursday that it sent to Richard 
Heene with the proposed fine. 

On Oct. 15, Heene reported his 
son was aboard a large balloon 
that had floated away. The bal- 
loon later landed with no sign of 
the boy, who was safe at home. 

Heene and his wife both re- 
ceived jail sentences Wednesday. 


Search for 2 missing 
fishermen suspended 


TOMS RIVER, N.J. — US. 
Coast Guard crews on Thurs- 
day searched the frigid Atlantic 
Ocean in vain for two men miss- 
ing after their fishing boat was 
hit by a large wave and sank off 
the state’s southern coast. 

Coast Guard aircraft and res- 
cue boats searched for his col- 
leagues for about 24 hours before 
suspending the operation. Still 
missing were crewmen William 
Brown Jr. and Joseph Bell, both 
of Newport News, Va. 


Salvation Army major 
killed outside center 


LITTLE ROCK, Ark. — Po- 
lice are looking for two men who 
shot and killed a Salvation Army 
major in front of his three young 
children outside the organiza- 
tion’s community center. 

County Coroner Garland 
Camper says two men accosted 
Philip Wise and his children 
— ages, 4, 6 and 8 — on Christ- 
mas Eve on Thursday. He said 
one man pulled a gun, demanded 
money and then shot Wise. 

Wise’s wife, Cindy, also a major 
in the Salvation Army, was inside 
the center and called 911. 
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Actress Sigourney Weaver can 
communicate through her shoes! 





hat first signaled to a young, eager-to-please 
James Cameron he’d make movie history with 
Sigourney Weaver? Her heels. 

More than two decades ago, the director 
was waiting to meet her in a Santa Barbara hotel to pitch 
his ideas for the film “Aliens” — the sequel to “Alien.” 

“T knew she was a tall girl,” Cameron said. “I was think- 
ing about her shoes. If she’s wearing tall heels she’s going 


to be this domineering personality and I’m going to be in 


for a rough ride. And if she’s wearing flats, she’s self-con- 
scious about her height.” 
“She was actually wearing like a middle heel and I 


thought, ‘OK this is going to work fine. 


She’s going to be strong, she’s going to 


pletely out of control,’” he said. 
In 1985, Weaver signed the deal 


actress, and the movie was released 


Her second space mission as Ellen 
Ripley — an astronaut who confronts 
her fears by taking on the hostile 


film, “Alien” — earned her an Acad- 
emy Award nomination. 

Cameron went on to have more suc- 
cess with his “Terminator” sequel and 
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that I was meeting you because I wanted the meeting to go 
well. I really wanted to make the movie, I thought we could 
do something pretty amazing together. I didn’t know if it 
would be a combative relationship or one where you felt 
proprietary control of the character. I couldn’t have been 
more pleasantly surprised at how much fun you thought 
the script was going to be. 

Weaver: What astonished me just reading it, before I’d 
even met you, was that you knew more about Ripley than I 
did. And I don’t know how you were able to channel all that 
and come up with this amazing scenario of this woman, 
moved to another time, so isolated 
and no one would believe her and no 
one would give her a break, and it was 
such a fantastic beginning to a story 
about a character. 

Cameron: It’s interesting (that) both 
Grace and Ripley are characters that 
are not believed by the male power 
structure. And I think that women 
feel that they’re not listened to, that 
their outlook on a situation or their 
analysis of a situation is not as cred- 
ible as a male perspective, whether 
it’s in business or whether it’s in a 
relationship. 

Why do you think you’re able to under- 
stand women and female characters like 
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Small, private 
funeral for Murphy 


rittany Murphy’s family says words 

can’t express the devastation they 

felt as they laid the 32-year-old ac- 

tress to rest at a private Christmas 
Eve funeral. 

The service began Thursday afternoon 
and stretched into the evening as a Christian 
minister and a rabbi presided and guests sang 
“Amazing Grace” at the grave site at Forest 
Lawn Memorial Park, Hollywood Hills. 

“A bright light that lit the world is forever 
dimmed, but will live on in the hearts of those 
that Brittany touched,” her family said ina 
statement. “Brittany was an incredibly lov- 
ing and passionate person and an artist to her 
core.” 

The intimate gathering was “very nice, very 
respectful,” said longtime family friend Alex 
Ben Block. He said Murphy loved Christmas 
and that it was ironic that she was buried on 
Christmas Eve. 

Her husband, Simon Monjack, talked about 
their relationship and called her his best friend 
and soul mate. The two married in 2007. 

Murphy died Sunday after collapsing at her 
Hollywood Hills home. 

Authorities continue to investigate the 
death but do not suspect foul play. An autopsy 
performed Monday was inconclusive, and the 
coroner’s office is awaiting results of toxicology 
and tissue tests before determining an official 
cause of death. 

— The Associated Press 


Aerosmith’s Tyler in rehab 


Aerosmith singer Steven Tyler has entered 
a rehabilitation facility to treat an addiction to 
painkillers that his doctor says he has taken to 
deal with a decade of injuries. 

In a statement issued Tuesday, the singer 
said he hopes to rejoin the band quickly, an 
effort to quell recent reports that the group’s 
other members were considering hiring a 
replacement. 

— Los Angeles Times 


won 11 Oscars for doomed love story 
“Titanic.” 

Earlier this month, Cameron and 
Weaver were discussing their rela- 
tionship in London after reuniting 
for another sci-fi adventure, “Avatar.” 
The 60-year-old actress plays scientist 
Grace Augustine, who takes on a 10- 
foot alien form in order to explore the planet Pandora. 


that? 

Cameron: My mother is a good role 
model; she raised five kids old school. 
She indulged in and supported my 
artistic endeavors, so that may be part 
of it. Maybe it’s because I was a nerdy 
kid and wasn’t the captain of the foot- 
ball team and if I wanted to have a date ... I’d better start 


AP file 


Actress Sigourney Weaver and 
director James Cameron attend the 
premiere of the thriller “Aliens” in 
1986 in Los Angeles. 





AP file 


Susan Sarandon and partner Tim Robbins ar- 


Before Sigourney gets here, what do you think about the work 


you achieved together in “Aliens” with the strong female action 
character? 


Cameron: It redefined strength. It wasn’t just about 
physically kicking butt, it was about having the emotional 
strength. It’s not about being strong and being fearless, it’s 
what you do in the face of fear. And that’s what that movie 


was all about. (Weaver arrives) 


We were talking just before you came in about when you first met. 


He was telling me the story about wondering what shoes you were 
going to wear and how he was judging you. 


Weaver: (Laughs) I had forgotten about that. 

Cameron: I knew you were 6-foot-8 or whatever. 
Weaver: Almost avatar size. 

Cameron: Exactly, and so it was with some trepidation 


figuring out how women thought. I wasn’t going to get by 
on my looks. And then as a filmmaker, I just naturally went 
toward the thing that people weren’t doing because that 
was a way to be fresh and different. And I was inspired by 
your character in “Alien” and other good female charac- 
ters of which there weren’t that many. 

Weaver: What I think is so wonderful about the way you 
write women is that action movies get a bad rap. Action is 
about character, and it’s so exciting to see people who don’t 
fall apart under pressure. And you see someone being 
victimized and you just see them hold it together and come 
back and because women have this history where we’re 
perhaps more victimized and have a harder time being 
powerful. 

— Hilary Fox/The Associated Press 


rive at the Emmy Awards in 2008, in happier 
times for the couple. 


Sarandon, Robbins split 


Susan Sarandon and Tim Robbins have 
broken up. 

Publicist Teal Cannady said in a statement 
that the two actors separated over the summer 
after 23 years together. 

Sarandon, 63, and Robbins, 51, met while 
shooting the 1988 film “Bull Durham.” 

Sarandon and Robbins never married. They 
have two sons together. 

— The Associated Press 
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In “Crazy Heart,” Jeff Bridges, who’s 60, plays Mag- 

gie Gyllenhaal’s love interest. Isn’t it time younger 
women stopped falling for older men onscreen? — Kay 
Johnson, Providence, R.I. 

Come on, it’s Jeff Bridges! “A man said to me, ‘I don’t 

understand — Bridges’ character is drunk; he’s 30 
years older,” Gyllenhaal tells us. The actress — who has 
a 3-year-old daughter with her husband, actor Peter Sars- 
gaard — adds: “I thought, ‘Ask a woman, because we all do 
it.” We’re human. Sometimes I’m a strong woman, some- 
times I’m weak.” “Crazy Heart” is now showing in limited 
release. 


Whatever happened to Gen. Douglas MacArthur’s 

son and wife? — Del Snider, Vista, Calif. 

Jean MacArthur was awarded the Medal of Freedom 

by President Ronald Reagan in 1988 and died in 2000, 
at age 101. Arthur MacArthur IV (born in 1938), for whom 


his father predicted a great military career, instead chose eee 


an arts education and obscurity. He changed his name as a Jeff Bridges 
young man and vanished from the public eye altogether. and Maggie 
Gyllenhaal are 
Capt. Chesley “Sully” Sullenberger got mega-atten- a mismatched 
tion in January for safely landing in the Hudson River. pally age-wise, 
Isn’t there also an amazing story about an Air Canada Hie 





jet? — Ted Gilles, Dallas 
You bet. In 1983, Air Canada Flight 143 ran out of fuel 
at 41,000 feet and safely landed on a Manitoba drag- 1958 movie “Bell, Book, and Candle,” in which Kim Novak My husband and I love watching Ben Bailey on the 
racing strip, thanks to Capt. Bob Pearson — who, like Sul- played a sexy, modern-day witch who falls for a mere mor- Discovery Channel game show “Cash Cab.” Was he 
lenberger, happened to be a trained glider pilot. In each tal. Keys is pretty spellbinding herself. Her new album, ever really a cab driver? — Roberta Haas, Genesee, 
case, the heroic professionalism of the entire flight crew “The Element of Freedom,” was released recently. See Mich. 
was key in averting disaster. other singers turned actors at Parade.com/sing. Not exactly. “I used to drive limos when I first started 
out as a comedian,” the 6-foot-6 39-year-old, who had to 


Is it possible to find out the IQs of U.S. presidents? 

— Jack Richardson, Charleston, S.C. 

Information about the brainpower of our presidents is 

available all over the Internet. But be careful: Much 
of what you may read is simply made up. We can verify 
the IQs of only a couple of chief executives—John F Ken- 
nedy, 119; Richard Nixon, 143. Besides, as Supreme Court 
Justice Oliver Wendell Holmes said of Franklin Delano 
Roosevelt: “A second-rate intellect, but a first-rate tem- 
perament.” 


Will Alicia Keys be doing any more acting soon? — 
John Anderson, St. Louis, Mo. 
A “Definitely,” says the singer-songwriter, who appeared 
in “The Nanny Diaries” and “The Secret Life of Bees.” 
“T’ve just been a little particular about it, doing what feels 
good. Right now, I’m developing a TV show for NBC and 
a film for Miramax.” Word is the latter is a remake of the 





What is the legendary Julie Andrews 

up to these days? — Eddie Chin, San 
Francisco 

Since the 1997 operation that damaged 

her vocal cords and ended her singing 
career, Andrews, 74, has put her voice to 
good use in the spoken-word CDs accom- 
panying the children’s books she writes and 
edits with her daughter Emma Walton Ham- 
ilton. The latest, “Julie Andrews’ Collection 
of Poems, Songs, and Lullabies,” is just out. 
What are a few of Julie’s favorite things? 
“Grandchildren,” she says. “Poems. My gar- 
den. My new poodle puppy, Button — she’s 
all that one would hope a small puppy should 
be.” Look for Andrews’ latest movie, “Tooth 
Fairy” — with Dwayne “The Rock” Johnson 
— being released stateside on Jan. 22. 





get a hack license to do the show, 
tells us. Has anyone ever refused 
to get into his taxi? “Oh, yeah,” 
he says, laughing. “In the begin- 
ning, people just thought I was 
this crazy guy who had dolled out 
his cab and made up a story about 
having a TV show.” Hey, it’s New 
York — anything could happen ... 


Reprinted by permission of Parade magazine. 
© 2009 Parade Publications, Inc. All rights 
reserved. 


Want the facts? Opinions? Truth? Send your 
questions to Walter Scott at Box 5001, Grand 
Central Station, New York, N.Y. 10163-5001. Full 
name will be used unless otherwise requested. 
Volume of mail makes personal replies impos- 
sible. 


Alicia Keys — shown at left during a 
performance earlier this month — isn’t 
just putting out music, such as her album 


“The Element of Freedom,” above. Keys 
is also finding interesting acting projects 
on big screens and small. 
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Sunday Horoscope 


Venus conjunct with Pluto brings 
awareness to the ways time transforms 
relationships. Feelings change. Every 
so often it’s important to take invento- 
ry on the state of the union. Whether 
it’s a friendship, family connection or 
romance, it’s important to assess the 
relationship’s qualities and 
confirm its place in your 
life. 


TODAY’S BIRTHDAY 
(Dec. 27). Stay on the 
lighter side of life. Your 
laughter will be important 
music in the universal sound- 
scape. The next six weeks 
introduce you to an endeav- 
or that is different from any 
you've experienced thus far. 
Go slowly. Rushing will only 
ruin your sense of wonder. 
A union will be celebrated 
in February. Cancer and Virgo peo- 
ple adore you. Your lucky numbers 
are: 41, 2, 1, 50 and 17. 


ARIES (March 21-April 19). Re- 
sist getting so caught up in your own 
needs or nervousness that you are 
unable to observe what is going on. 
When your mind is quiet, your per- 
ceptions will lead you to the answers 
you seek. 

TAURUS (April 20-May 20). 
You'll be meeting with people you 
know little about. Your curiosity will 
open a door — an interesting op- 
portunity awaits you. If you’re going 
out, plan to arrive at your destination 
early so that you can get the lay of 
the land. 


GEMINI (May 21-June 21). 
Just because you're doing things at 
home with familiar people doesn’t 
mean you pull back your energy. You 
give your full attention and the best of 
your effort. You'll raise the bar for ev- 
eryone else. 


CANCER (June 22-July 22). 
There’s a person whose attitude and 
decisions have shaped your life in 
many ways, good and bad. You'll 
have compassion for this person, 
focusing on the positive aspects of 
the relationship and leaving the rest 


behind. 

LEO (July 23-Aug. 22). Inner 
conflict zaps your energy. Resolve the 
turmoil in your mind and you will have 
abundant reserves to call on. Then 





4 


Holiday Mathis 


you'll return to your usual vivacious 
self. 


VIRGO (Aug. 23-Sept. 22). An 
acute restlessness moves you onto the 
fast track to adventure. You don’t have 
to suppress it, even if you can’t leave 
town at the moment. Try 
doing something you 
wouldn't normally do to 
shake up the routine. 


LIBRA (Sept. 23- 
Oct. 23). A firm hand- 
shake sets the tone for 
every new_ meeting, 
friendship or opportu- 
nity. Helen Keller once 
said about a friend, “| 
can feel the twinkle of his 
eye in his handshake.” 
Be bold today, for op- 
portunity beckons. 


SCORPIO (Oct. 24-Nov. 21). 
There will be a displacement of the 
order you so enjoy. You'll handle this 
beautifully. It’s really an opportunity to 
let go for a second and let the wind 
carry you. 


SAGITTARIUS (Nov. 22-Dec. 
21). You won't take your blessings for 
granted. It helps that you'll be constant- 
ly reminded by envious friends exactly 
how lucky you are. Life has smiled on 
you, and you'll share that smile with 
as many people as possible. 


CAPRICORN (Dec. 22-Jan. 
19). You're no quitter, but you'll be 
feeling the pressure. How you deal 
with it is the deciding factor that sepa- 
rates the winners from the “almosts.” 
And you are definitely a winner. 


AQUARIUS (Jan. 20-Feb. 18). 
A friend’s tendency to turn every con- 
versation toward him or herself gets 
tedious. It’s not worth a confrontation, 
though. People are the way they are. 
Write in a journal instead of trying to 
relate when you cannot. 


PISCES (Feb. 19-March 20). 
Luxury is an attitude, not a price 
tag. And just because a dish has 
many rich ingredients doesn’t mean 
it’s tasty. Treat yourself to a reward 
that has nothing to do with eating or 
spending. 
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Mother who panics when 
leaving home wants options 


Dear Abby: I’m a homemak- 
er with two sweet little girls. As 
precious as they are to me, I have 
a problem that is preventing me 
from giving them the kind of life 
they deserve. I hate to leave my 
house. Anytime I have 
to leave the houseI start 
sweating, my heart 
starts pounding, and by 
the time I return home 
I’m exhausted and can 
do nothing more for the 
rest of the day. 

My girls are asking 
to go to parties, have 
me volunteer in their 
classrooms, and they 
want to join Girl Scouts. 
I don’t know what to do! 
I want them to experi- 
ence all of these things, 
but the thought of how Ill have to 
leave the house and all the people 
I will have to meet and try to con- 
verse with brings me to tears. I 
don’t want my anxieties to rub off 
onto my children. What should I 
do? 





— Homebound 

in Anderson, Calif. 

Dear Homebound: Call your 

doctor and have a frank conver- 

sation about how stressful it is for 

you to leave the house and inter- 
act with people. 

Then ask for a referral to a 

mental health professional who 

treats panic and phobic disor- 


Dear Abby 


ders, because it appears you have 
at least one. 

Fortunately, problems such 
as yours are treatable — but in 
order to get the help you need, 
you will have to ASK for it. Make 

it your first New Year’s 
resolution. 


Dear Abby: At a 
recent social gather- 
ing I was taking digital 
photos and handed my 
camera to a friend so 
she could view the last 
shot. 

She then proceeded 
to scroll backward 
through a large num- 
ber of previous shots I 
had taken, most of them 
from other events. She 
even questioned me 
about one of them. 

I think what she did was un- 
called-for and intrusive. What do 
you think? 

I have since dumped the cam- 
era’s contents onto acomputer and 
purged them from my camera. 

— Robert in Portland, Maine 

Dear Robert: Those must have 
been some “hot” shots to have 
elicited such a strong defensive 
reaction. 

If you didn’t want your friend 
to see the pictures you had shot 
previously, you shouldn't have 
handed her the camera. 


Dear Abby: 


I have been 


keeping company with a man for 
the past 10 years. Our spouses are 
deceased. He sometimes receives 
invitations to weddings, parties, 
etc., addressed only to him. With- 
out consulting me, he will call 
and tell these people that if I am 
not invited, then he will not at- 
tend — so they are forced to tell 
him it’s OK if I come, too. 

I am very uncomfortable about 
these situations. 

I feel that after 10 years my 
name, or at least “and guest,” 
should appear on the invitation 
or I should not go. Because I don’t 
want him to stay home, I usually 
end up going. What do you think 
about this? 

— Uncomfortable 
in Wisconsin 

Dear Uncomfortable: Your gen- 
tleman friend’s behavior is rude. 
Guest lists are usually limited for 
economic reasons. He should not 
be attempting to “blackmail” his 
prospective hosts. 

Many hosts handle situations 
like this by cheerfully telling the 
boor who tries it, “Sorry you won’t 
attend. We’ll miss you!” 

I dont blame you for feel- 
ing awkward. My advice is not 
to do anything that makes you 
uncomfortable. 


Letters for this column — with your 
name and phone number — should be 
addressed to Dear Abby, P.O. Box 69440, 
Los Angeles CA 90069. Readers can 
write to Abby on the Internet at 
http://www.uexpress.com/dearabby 
Universal Press Syndicate 





Want lies with that? Man 
telegraphs future cheating 


My boyfriend of six months re- 
vealed that he’s never been faith- 
ful to anyone, not even his wife of 
10 years, whom he cheated on con- 
stantly because he married too 
young and made himself stay for 
the kids. Once he divorced, about 
a year ago, he decided never to lie 
or cheat again. He said 
he wants a future with 
me, wants to be honest 
about everything, and 
if there’s anything I 
want to know, I should 
just ask. I believe in 
loving someone uncon- 
ditionally and without 
judgment, and I have 
a lot of respect for him 
for telling me the truth. 
I’m just not sure if the 
chance is worth taking: 
whether he’d be un- 
faithful and break my 
heart into a thousand pieces. 

— Loving Cautiously 

In a new relationship, any guy 
can put his best foot forward, but 
maybe it takes a guy who really 
loves you to put his worst foot for- 
ward: warning you that you could 
be waiting for the other shoe to 
drop — off the side of some other 
girl’s bed. 

Of course, he could also be 
warning you so that if he does 
cheat, well, you were warned. 
Commendable as it is that he’s 
resolved never to lie or cheat 
again, he’s been divorced a year 
and seeing you for half that time. 


Advice Goddess 





That’s a seriously short stretch of 
never — especially for a guy who’s 
never been faithful to anyone (pre- 
sumably, even running around on 
some pigtailed 14-year-old with 
the junior high school hussy). 
And while he talks a remorseful 
game, he still explains his mari- 
tal infidelity with the 
howler “I did it for the 
children.” Paternal 
sacrifice is admira- 
ble, but more so when 
working three jobs to 
keep a roof over the 
kiddies’ heads is what 
a father’s been doing 
— and not a string of 
bar floozies. 

While many are 
quick to blame their 
cheating on a bum 
relationship, there 
seems to be a cheater 
personality. As I wrote in my col- 
umn “Charlotte’s (Tangled) Web,” 
researchers Todd Shackelford 
and David Buss found three per- 
sonality traits common to people 
prone to getting some on the side. 
There’s narcissism — being self- 
absorbed, self-important, lacking 
in empathy, and predisposed to 
exploiting others. The other two 
are low conscientiousness and 
high “psychoticism,” clinical 
terms for a personality marked 
by impulsivity, unreliability and 
an inability to delay gratification. 
So ... any of this seem familiar? 
Clearly, the last thing you should 
be engaging in is “unconditional 


love.” Sounds beautiful, but that’s 
love minus discernment, which 
isv’t love at all, but projectile 
sentimentality. Seeing whether 
he’s turned over a new leaf takes 
ongoing discernment — even 
beyond the two-year point. On 
average, that’s how long the 
happiness high people get from 
marrying seems to last, accord- 
ing to social psychologist Sonja 
Lyubomirsky. For you two, the 
hot new thing phase might end 
sooner or later, but this at least 
gives you some sort of marker to 
go by. You know, seasons change, 
leaves fall ... panties drop? 

It’s a good thing and a bad 
thing, having your relationship 
front-loaded with news of his zip- 
per management issues. For day- 
to-day peace of mind, you want 
“I wonder if he’ll ever cheat” to 
maybe be a footnote on Page 33 
of your relationship story, not in 
bold type at the top of page one. 
On a positive note, you should be 
less likely to let monogamy slip 
into monotony. And, while most 
couples take for granted that both 
partners will be on their faithful 
best behavior, having this out in 
the open might help him focus on 
what really matters to him, and 
how he’ll deal, should temptation 
Slide its hotel room key down the 
bar. 

Got a problem? Write Amy Alkon, 171 
Pier Ave, #280, Santa Monica, CA 90405, 
or e-mail AdviceAmy@aol.com (www. 
advicegoddess.com) 


COPYRIGHT 2009 AMY ALKON 
DIST. BY CREATORS.COM 
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By KAREN ARMSTRONG 


tis ironic that Christmas, the season of 

goodwill to all, is so often fraught with 

tension. Indeed, Christmas seems to 

make us even more conscious than 
usual of our differences and the things 
that divide us. Mindful of the atheists who 
complain about the Christmas tree in the 
town hall, and anxious not to offend people 
of other faiths, we nervously avoid men- 
tioning “Christmas” too frequently during 
“the holidays.” 

And what does it all mean? In the malls, 
temples of consumerism, carols alternate 
incongruously with jingles about Santa 
and reindeer. Increasingly the story of 
Jesus’ birth seems pushed to the margins, 
an unhistorical, sentimental anachronism 
that has little to say to our troubled world. I 
believe, however, that it has something cru- 
cial to tell us. But first, we have to under- 
stand what kind of narrative it is. 

The Christmas story is told only in the 
Gospels of Matthew and Luke in the Bible. 
None of the other New Testament writ- 
ers seem to have heard of Jesus’ miracu- 
lous conception or the spectacular events 
that occurred at his birth. But Matthew 
and Luke were not writing factual biogra- 
phies. Their Gospels were composed in the 
80s, some 50 years after Jesus’ death, and 
would have been immediately recognized 
as innovative meditations upon Hebrew 
scripture, similar to the Midrashic com- 
mentaries that the rabbis of Palestine were 
developing at this time. 

The rabbis did not regard revelation 
from God as something that had happened 
once in the distant past. It was a continu- 
ous process, because every time a Jew con- 
fronted the sacred text it meant something 
different. Instead of concentrating on the 
original intentions of the biblical authors, 
they looked for something new that would 
speak directly to the current needs of their 
community. So they felt no qualms about 
changing the sacred words when they 
wanted to make a point. ... 

Christian evangelists used similar meth- 
ods, seeing the ancient biblical prophe- 
cies as cryptic references to the Messiah 
(Greek: Christos). ... Unconcerned about 
historical accuracy, therefore, Matthew 
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and Luke tell entirely different stories. 
Placed at the beginning of their Gospels, 
the infancy narratives act as a preface, giv- 
ing the reader a foretaste of how each evan- 
gelist understood Jesus’ mission. Matthew 
wants to show that Jesus was a messiah for 
Gentiles as well as for Jews, so he tells us 
that the Magi from the east were the first 
to recognize him. Luke, however, always 
emphasizes Jesus’ concern for the poor 
and marginalized, so he makes a group of 
shepherds the first to hear the good news. 

For the rabbis, scripture was not an ar- 
cane message from the past but a miqra, a 
summons to action in the present. Similarly, 
Matthew and Luke designed the Christmas 
story as a program of action for their mixed 
congregations of Jews and Gentiles, who 
were attempting to live and worship with 
people hitherto regarded as alien. Their 
Gospels make it a tale of inclusion. ... 

If, therefore, we read the Christmas 
story aS commentary, as Midrash, it be- 
comes a miqra for our own time, and for 
circumstances the evangelists would rec- 
ognize. We might, for example, note that in 
our multicultural societies, we must come 
to terms with people who are different from 
ourselves and whose presence in our lives 
may challenge us at a profound level. More- 
over, as a species, we are bound tightly to 
one another — electronically, financially 
and politically. Unless we manage together 
to create a just and equitable global society, 
we are unlikely to have a viable world to 
pass on to the next generation. 

The Gospels paint a picture that is very 
different from the cozy stable scene on the 
Christmas cards. They speak of deprivation 
and displacement. The Messiah himself is 
an outsider. There is no room in the inn, so 
Mary has to give birth in the 1st-century 
equivalent of an urban alleyway. As vic- 
tims of Herod’s tyranny, the Holy Fam- 
ily become refugees; other innocents are 
slaughtered. If we attend carefully to these 
parts of the story, the specter of contem- 
porary suffering will haunt our festivities. 
And we are left with the disturbing sugges- 
tion that the future, for good or ill, may lie 
with those who are currently excluded. 

For Luke, the pregnant Mary becomes 
a prophetess, proclaiming a new order in 
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which the lowly will be exalted and the 
mighty pulled down from their thrones. 
At the beginning of his story, he reminds 
his readers of Caesar Augustus, who de- 
scribed himself as “God,” “Son of God,” 
the “Savior” and “Lord” who would bring 
peace to the world. Official proclamations 
and inscriptions throughout the empire an- 
nounced “the good news” (Greek: euvagge- 
lion) of Roman rule to the subject peoples. 
Luke’s readers would have noticed that the 
angel who proclaims “good news” to the 
shepherds applies all those imperial titles 
to a child born in a hovel. 

For the faithful and nonbelievers, this is 
how to answer the question of what the sea- 
son means: Religion has often been used to 
endorse an iniquitous status quo. But the 
Christmas story is a salutary reminder 
that faith has also encouraged radical vi- 
sions for a more compassionate world. We 
need such a vision now. 





Karen Armstrong is the author of many books on 
religion. Last month she launched the Charter for 
Compassion, a global initiative to bring compas- 
sion back to the center of religious, moral, public 
and private life. This column first appeared in the 
Los Angeles Times. 


Tell us what you think 


Stars and Stripes welcomes your comments on 
editorials and columns that are published in the 
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OPINION 


What newspapers 
are saying at home 


The following editorial excerpts are se- 
lected from a cross section of newspapers 
throughout the United States. The editori- 
als are provided by The Associated Press 
and other stateside syndicates. 


War critics proven wrong on oil 
The Lincoln (Neb.) Journal Star 
Critics of the war in Iraq have long con- 

tended that the real reason why the U.S. in- 

vaded was so U.S. oil companies could grab 
control of Iraq’s vast oil reserves. ... How- 
ever, when the Iraqi government awarded 
bids this month, most of the winners came 
from elsewhere, including China, Russia, 

Malaysia and Norway. Reuters reported 

that only Exxon Mobil won “a major prize.” 

U.S.-based Occidental also won as part of a 

consortium. 

Iraqi officials were quick to trumpet the 
results. “For us in Iraq, it shows the gov- 
ernment is fully free from outside influ- 
ence,” Iraqi government spokesman Ali 
al-Dabbagh said. ... 

U.S. officials hammered the same theme. 
“The results of the bid round should lay to 
rest the old canard that the U.S. intervened 
in Iraq to secure Iraqi oil fields for Ameri- 
can companies,” Philip Frayne at the U.S. 
Embassy in Baghdad said. 

One reason why U.S. firms did not do 
well is that many of them stayed out of the 
bidding entirely. Analysts speculated U.S.- 
based firms were worried about continu- 
ing violence. They also pointed out that 
U.S.-based firms already have established 
themselves in the Mideast. ... 

In any event, analysts project that the 
amount of oil pumped from Iraq, which 
has the third-largest proven reserves in 
the world, should rise soon from the cur- 
rent 2.5 million barrels a day to 7 million 
barrels a day. The expansion of production 
and surging revenue will have enormous 
impact in Iraq, reviving the economy and 
lifting the standard of living. The addition- 
al oil also should help reduce pressure on 
oil prices worldwide. That’s good news to 
motorists no matter where they drive. 


Why catching bin Laden is hard 
The Oklahoman 

During the 2008 campaign, Barack 
Obama suggested John McCain had given 
the war in Afghanistan short shrift and ar- 
gued he would be more energetic than Mc- 
Cain at pursuing Osama bin Laden. 

“When John McCain said we could just 
muddle through in Afghanistan, I argued 
for more resources and more troops to fin- 
ish the fight against the terrorists who ac- 
tually attacked us on 9/11, and made clear 
that we must take out Osama bin Laden 
and his lieutenants if we have them in our 
sights,’ Obama said at the Democratic 
convention. “John McCain likes to say that 
he’ll follow bin Laden to the gates of hell. 
But he won’t even go to the cave where he 
lives.” Tough talk, indeed. 

Fast forward to present. We’ll give Presi- 
dent Obama a pass on Afghanistan. His de- 
cision to increase U.S. troop strength holds 
promise of a successful outcome there. 

Bin Laden is a different story, apparent- 
ly no closer to being captured or killed with 
Obama leading the posse. 

In fact, Newsweek reports that Obama 
has blocked expanded missile strikes 
against locations in Pakistan along the Af- 
ghan border, where bin Laden and other 
high-value targets are believed to be hid- 
ing. The president reportedly is concerned 
about civilian casualties and jeopardizing 
delicate relations with Pakistan. 

Valid concerns. Similar considerations 
no doubt limited the reach of Obama’s pre- 
decessor and probably kept McCain from 
spouting bloodthirsty rhetoric about bag- 
ging bin Laden. The difference, we’d sug- 
gest, between experience and aspiration. 
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Avoid Pakistan internal politics 
The Boston Globe 

Pakistan’s Supreme Court struck down 
a 2007 program granting amnesty from 
corruption charges for President Asif Ali 
Zardari and 8,000 other government offi- 
cials. The ruling creates a grave political 
problem for Zardari — and obliges Presi- 
dent Barack Obama to reconsider the way 
Washington has conducted relations with 
Pakistan. To avoid making a dicey situation 
worse, Obama’s guiding principle must be 
to make sure that America is not identified 
with any one Pakistani politician or party. 

Pakistanis resentful of U.S. meddling 
commonly cite a back-door deal orches- 
trated in 2007 by the Bush administration. 
At the behest of Washington, Gen. Pervez 
Musharraf, who was president at the time, 
arranged the amnesty that allowed Zard- 
ari and his wife, Benazir Bhutto, to return 
from exile so she could lead her Pakistan 
Peoples Party in elections. Bhutto was 
assassinated, and her husband became 
prime minister. Not without reason, many 
Pakistanis ... hold the U.S. responsible for 
imposing him on their country. 

Nothing would be gained, however, if 
Washington’s backing were switched to 
Zardari’s chief rival, Nawaz Sharif. Sharif 
served two earlier terms as prime minis- 
ter, interludes remembered for corruption, 
nuclear proliferation, and his penchant for 
cozying up to Islamist militants. ... 

America depends on the Pakistani 
military to root out jihadists and al-Qaida 
leaders. The soundest way to retain that 
cooperation is to reduce average Pakistan- 
is’ distrust of America. 


Siding with Fatah limits gains 
Pittsburgh Post-Gazette 

It’s hard to imagine that the Palestinians 
could have dug themselves a deeper hole 
than they were in already, but their recent 
decision to postpone elections and extend 
the term of Palestinian Authority Presi- 
dent Mahmoud Abbas does that. 

The Palestinians are divided badly, into 
Hamas, which reigns in Gaza, and Fatah, 
which rules the West Bank. Gaza is a small 
area, gasping for breath economically as 
the Israelis control access to it. Gazans’ 
isolation is being made even worse by the 
construction of a new steel wall, planted 
deep in the ground to prevent tunnels from 
being dug, in the short border area with 
Egypt. (The U.S. Army Corps of Engineers 
is helping with design and materials.) 

The other Palestinians, apart from the 
ones in exile, are in the West Bank, ruled 
by Fatah, headed by Abbas. The West Bank 
is checkered with growing Israeli settle- 
ments and is further divided by its own Is- 
raeli wall and fence. 

The Palestinian elections that were 
scheduled for next month have now been 
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canceled because Hamas said it won’t par- 
ticipate. Hamas won the last Palestinian 
elections, held in 2006. Along with can- 
celing the January elections, Fatah has 
extended the term of Abbas, which had al- 
ready been extended. He has said he does 
not plan to run for Palestinian Authority 
president again. It is arguable the Pales- 
tinian plight is largely due to Israeli skill at 
sowing trouble among them. It is also true, 
however, that the Palestinians are adept at 
acting to damage their own cause. ... 

The U.S., unfortunately, has tied its own 
hands ... by failing to establish dialogue 
with Hamas and taking sides by providing 
security assistance to Fatah. ... It is a prob- 
lem that should be fixed, urgently. 


‘Deport them all’ impractical 
The Oregonian 

Imagine recalibrating our immigration 
system to maximize U.S. economic pro- 
ductivity and minimize waste. And then 
ask yourself how this newly reformed 
— and rational — system would regard a 
Rigoberto Padilla. 

The 21-year-old, originally scheduled for 
deportation Dec. 16, has become an unlike- 
ly cause celebre. Unlikely, we say, because 
Padilla made a serious mistake. [H]e was 
arrested for driving under the influence. 

His parents also made a serious mistake: 
They brought him to Chicago illegally 
when he was 6. Put those facts together 
and you have a legal justification for de- 
porting Padilla. 

Only, thus far, it hasn’t quite worked 
out that way. Yes, Padilla has pleaded to 
a misdemeanor charge of driving under 
the influence. He is now wearing an ankle 
bracelet. But he’s also working two jobs 
to finance his education at the University 
of Illinois at Chicago. Students know him 
as their friend and classmate. Professors 
know him as a smart guy whose brain is 
simply too good to waste. Or to deport. 
Shouldn’t that count for something? 

Over the past several years, a refrain 
has emerged from one side of the debate 
on illegal immigration: “What part of ‘ille- 
gal’ do you not understand?” The refrain is 
meant, of course, to underscore the gravity 
of breaking the law, and the plain fact that 
it is wrong. And it is. 

On paper, it’s easy to advocate removal 
of a shadowy mass of 12 million illegal 
strangers. ... In real life, though, it’s not al- 
ways SO easy to disentangle these individu- 
als from their communities. 


Down side to drug lord’s death 
San Francisco Chronicle 
Three years into his war with drug car- 
tels, Mexican President Felipe Calderon 
has finally scored a major victory. This 
month, his special forces killed top drug 
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lord Arturo Beltran Leyva. With Leyva’s 
defeat, Calderon punched a hole in one of 
Mexico’s biggest cartels. 

But while Calderon won an important 
battle, he’s still in danger of losing the war. 
Leyva’s death will throw his cartel into 
chaos, and the ensuing battle for power 
among his deputies could be brutal, draw- 
ing in civilians and the police. There’s 
also a good chance that the death may just 
strengthen Mexico’s five other major car- 
tels as they move in to take over Leyva’s 
market share. ... 

Meanwhile, Calderon is using a conven- 
tional strategy to win an unconventional 
war, and it’s failing. Heavily armed though 
they may be, the cartels’ greatest weapon 
is simple human greed. Over the past three 
years, they’ve managed to infiltrate every 
aspect of Mexican society. It’s telling that 
Leyva’s defeat came at the hands of the 
Mexican navy. Both Mexico’s far-larger 
army and its police force are riddled with 
turncoats and cartel agents. If Calderon 
can’t trust his own forces, how can he hope 
to win this long, painful war of attrition? 


Debt ceiling sealing our fate 
The Denver Post 

Call us Scrooges if you like, but we be- 
lieve that a $12.1 trillion debt limit is more 
than enough leeway to run the U.S. federal 
government. 

Yet, this month Congress was discuss- 
ing ways to raise the national debt ceiling 
— the amount government can legally bor- 
row — by nearly $2 trillion to a more politi- 
cally accommodating $14 trillion. 

[At the same time], according to CBS 
News, the national debt as posted by the 
Treasury Department already had sur- 
passed the statutory limit approved by 
Congress. At the time, it showed the na- 
tion’s debt at nearly $12.135 trillion, which 
would be illegal. (That means each citizen’s 
share of the debt is $39,459, if you’re count- 
ing. And we are.) 

Fortunately, some moderate Democrats 
balked at a long-term increase, instead sup- 
porting a short-term raise of $300 billion to 
$12.4 trillion, which allowed Washington to 
fund existing budgets and revisit the issue 
at a more convenient time — namely, after 
the midterm elections in 2010. 

A group of moderates also demanded, in 
exchange for their vote, that a bipartisan 
commission be set up to look at various tax 
increases and spending cuts that would 
help get control of the deficit. One sugges- 
tion was to create legislation that would 
force new spending on federal programs 
to be offset by cuts in other government 
spending or increases in taxes. Creating a 
bipartisan commission to investigate ways 
to reduce spending also makes sense to us, 
since the crushing debt we wrestle with 
was created with bipartisanship support. 
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Cops: $1 million 
cocaine bust 


RICHMOND 

i — Three broth- 
ers and two other men 
face charges after authori- 
ties say they seized more 
than $1 million worth 
of cocaine in the east 
San Francisco Bay city 
of Richmond. 

Richmond Police 
Sgt. Bisa French 
announced that after a yearlong 
investigation, federal agents and 
local police have arrested Francis- 
co, Jose and Casimiro Cruz on sus- 
picion of drug trafficking charges. 

Authorities also arrested Jaun 
Alcazar of Oakland and Edwin 
Garcia of Los Angeles 

During the arrests, French says 
agents and officers seized more 
than 20 pounds of cocaine hidden 
in a car parked in a Richmond 
neighborhood. 


Oldest gorilla 
in captivity turns 53 


OH COLUMBUS — The Co- 


lumbus Zoo and Aquar- 
ium celebrated the 53rd birthday 
of Colo, the first western lowland 
gorilla born in a zoo and now the 
oldest gorilla in captivity, accord- 
ing to the International Species In- 
formation System. 

Keepers had a birthday cake for 
her and treats for the zoo’s gorilla 
family. 

Colo has lived at the Columbus 
Zoo since her birth on Dec. 22, 
1956, when she weighed in at 3 
pounds, 5 ounces. Her name was 
chosen in a contest and is short for 
Columbus, Ohio. 

The zoo says she suffers from 
arthritis but her heart appeared 
strong when tests were done this 
year. 


Santa has glad tidings 
for shoppers of Goodwill 





rola PORTLAND — Christ- 
Vi mas came early at a 
Goodwill store in Maine’s largest 
city. 

An anonymous man dressed in 
a Santa suit handed out envelopes 
containing $100 each to 100 un- 
suspecting shoppers at the store, 
which sells secondhand goods, in 
Portland. 

The surprise giveaway was sim- 
ilar to what a Missouri man did for 
years. Larry Stewart, of Kansas 
City, handed out $100 bills during 
the holidays, but remained anony- 
mous until shortly before his death 
in 2007. 

In Maine, people gasped when 
they opened the envelopes. Aurea 
Parker told the Portland Press 
Herald she didn’t think Santa ex- 
isted anymore. 

Jim Ward, who went to the store 
to shop for a pair of pants, said he 
plans to use the money to take his 
son out to dinner. 


Bride marries arriving 
passenger at airport 


CORPUS CHRISTI — A 

woman in a wedding gown 
surprised her fiance by greeting 
him at a Texas airport along with 
a justice of the peace. 

Robyn Moore and William 
Acosta exchanged vows at Corpus 
Christi International Airport after 
he got off a plane arriving from To- 
ledo, Ohio. 

Acosta, who was wearing jeans 
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and a sweater, said he was speech- 
less and thrilled by the wedding 
Moore planned. 

Moore siad she and Acosta “spent 
half our relationship in airports.” 

The couple got a marriage li- 
cense recently and planned to tie 
the knot this month. 

Moore and Acosta met in 2008 in 
Dallas, where she lived and he was 
on a business trip. They plan to live 
in Toledo. 


Santa impersonator 
robs bank at gunpoint 


NASHVILLE — He may 

have been dressed all in 
fur from his head to his foot, but 
this Santa was no saint. 

According to Metropolitan Nash- 
ville Police, aman wearing a Santa 
Claus suit — including hat, beard 
and mustache — and dark sun- 
glasses robbed a SunTrust Bank, 
demanding money from the teller 
at gunpoint. 

After the teller complied, the 
man fled in a gray midsize car. 


New spill discovered at 
Prudhoe Bay oil field 


A ANCHORAGE — A new 
spill has occurred in 
Alaska’s Prudhoe Bay oil field, ac- 
cording to the Department of En- 
vironmental Conservation. 
The spill was discovered by a BP 
oil field operator doing a routine 


Using up a few lives 


Tracie Steger kisses her cat, 
Blizzard, who recently underwent 
surgery to fix two broken legs at 
the Animal Care Center in Weeki 
Wachee, Fla. After being hit by 

a car, the cat dragged himself 
back to his family’s front porch. 
Veterinarian Mike Kern was able 
to save both of Blizzard’s hind 
legs. “Just him dragging himself 
for 11 days on two busted legs is 
freaking amazing,” Kern said. 








inspection at a drill 
site. It was coming 
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carrying a mixture 
of oil, water and natural 
gas, officials said. 

BP spokesman Steve 

i” Rinehart said the break 
y occurred where the pro- 

duction line left the well 
house. 

“That break triggered the 

automatic shut-off valve of 

" the well,” he said. 

The force of the release de- 
stroyed the back of the well house 
and blew open its front doors. 
When the pipe separated, it misted 
the surrounding area. 

DEC said about 17,000 square 
feet of the well’s gravel pad was 
sprayed with oil, as well as an un- 
determined area of tundra. 

The cause and amount of the 
spill were not immediately known. 


Young Robin Hood gives 
out grandparents’ money 


IN SELMA — Police said a 

fifth-grader handed out 
about $300 to others on the bus 
ride to his eastern Indiana school. 
Problem is, they said, the cash was 
among some $10,000 he took from 
his grandparents’ safe. 

Delaware County Sheriff George 
Sheridan said the boy was rid- 
ing the bus to Selma Elementary 
School when he handed out the 
money on the last school day be- 
fore Christmas vacation began. 

Children who received money 
told teachers and the principal, 
and the sheriff’s department was 
called. 

Officers found the boy carrying 
the rest of the cash, which was re- 
turned to his grandparents. Police 
weren’t certain what he intended 
to do with the money or how he got 
it from the safe. 


Wrongly convicted man 
sues city, police 


LOS ANGELES — A man 

whose murder conviction 

was overturned by a judge after 

he spent 26 years in prison for his 

mother’s death has filed a lawsuit 

accusing Los Angeles police of 
framing him. 

The lawsuit filed in U.S. District 
Court accuses officials of violating 
Bruce Lisker’s civil rights by using 
false evidence to convict him, 
among other allegations. The suit 
names city and police officials as 
defendants and seeks undisclosed 
damages. 

Lisker, 44, was given a life sen- 
tence for beating and stabbing his 
66-year-old mother in 1983. 

A federal judge overturned his 
conviction in July, saying the trial 
was tainted by false evidence and 
his attorney failed to adequately 
represent him. 


Court snubs Star Trek 
memorabilia lawsuit 


NY NEW YORK — A New 
=“ & York court said there’s no 
way in the universe a “Star Trek” 
fan deserves millions of dollars in 
damages for buying memorabilia 
he says proved fake. 

An appeals court ruling said 
Ted Moustakis of Towaco, N.J., 
wasn’t promised a one-of-a-kind 
piece when he paid $11,400 at a 
2006 auction for a uniform from 
the wardrobe of the character 
Data from “Star Trek: The Next 
Generation.” 
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Sam Myers of Menominee, Wis., 
leads the way into the sunset with 
Mike Derusha, also of Menominee, 
on Green Bay in the flats of Marinette, Wis. The men belong to the 
Menekaunee Ice Boating Club. 


Holiday on ice 





he “ 


Still a good Scou 





James “Buddy” Edgerton of South 
Burlington, Vt., sits next to a copy of a 
Norman Rockwell painting used in a Boy 
Scouts calendar for which he modeled. Edgerton, a seventh-generation 
Vermonter often posed for his neighbor and friend Norman Rockwell. 


Santa Claus donates whole blood 
at an American Red Cross center 
in Tulsa, Okla. Taking his blood is 


Giving gift of life 


phlebotomist Brittany Bunch. 
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With the nation’s Capitol in the background, U.S. Park Police officer Steve 
Jones and partner Cody, a Percheron-thoroughbred cross, patrol down Penn- 
sylvania Avenue in Washington, D.C. 


Anonymous donation 


Several gold and silver coins are 
seen after being dropped in a 
Salvation Army kettle outside of 
Walgreens in Clovis, N.M. The es- 
timated value is between $8,000 
and $10,000. 





Kashmir, a 17-year-old female white Ben- 
gal tiger, wears a red Christmas bow tied 
to her collar at Six Flags Discovery King- 
dom in Vallejo, Calif. Tiger trainers were taking Kashmir for a stroll 
around the park during the annual Holiday in the Park celebration. 


It’s a wrap 





Hurry up, wait 


ing for a train to Washington, D.C., at the 30th Street Station in Philadelphia. 


Diamond ring lost 
then found with ad 


vA GREAT FALLS — A 
Great Falls man who 
found a $6,000 diamond ring has 
returned it to its owner and he 
wouldn’t even accept the reward. 

Chandria Murphy of San Anto- 
nio was helping her mother at her 
chair massage business at a Great 
Falls mall earlier this month. 

When a last-minute customer 
arrived on Dec. 10, Murphy took 
off her three-diamond ring and 
placed it on a table. 

Murphy finished up and went 
home before she realized she 
didn’t have her ring. She was un- 
able to find the ring the next day 
and checked with mall security 
with no luck. 

Jim Baroch was shopping early 
on Dec. 11 when he found the ring. 
He reported it to mall security, 
but apparently the person Murphy 
talked to wasn’t aware of Baroch’s 
report. 

Murphy placed a “lost-and- 
found” ad in the Great Falls Tri- 
bune, which Baroch answered. 
Baroch said he returned the jew- 
elry because “it was her ring.” 


Police solve two school 
computer burglaries 


fl HILO — Big Island police 
| report they have solved 
two unrelated burglaries that re- 
sulted in the loss of computers 
from public schools in the South 
Kohala District. 

The department said that a 
16-year-old Kamuela boy and a 
14-year-old Kamuela boy were ar- 
rested and charged with burglary. 

They are accused of stealing 
eight laptop computers valued 
at $3,600 from Waimea Middle 
School. The burglary was reported 
Nov. 6. 

In the other case, a 16-year-old 
Waikoloa boy was arrested Dec. 11 
and charged with burglary in con- 
nection with the theft of a laptop 
computer and a desktop computer 
valued at $5,600 from Waikoloa E1- 
ementary School in September. 


Farmers lose appeal 
to grow industrial hemp 


EY BISMARCK — A fed- 

eral appeals court has 
affirmed a lower court’s decision 
to dismiss a lawsuit by two North 
Dakota farmers seeking to grow 
hemp. 

The 8th U.S. Circuit Court of Ap- 
peals issued its ruling. 

Farmers Wayne Hauge and 
David Monson received North 
Dakota’s first state licenses to 
grow industrial hemp nearly three 
years ago, but they never received 
approval from the DEA. 

The case has been before the ap- 
peals court for more than a year 
after U.S. District Judge Daniel 
Hovland dismissed it. 

Hemp is used to make paper, lo- 
tion and other products. It’s also 
related to the illegal drug mari- 
juana. Under federal law, parts of 
an industrial hemp plant are con- 
sidered controlled substances. 


Priest wins $100,000 
for church in poker 


& COLUMBIA — A South 

Carolina priest missed 
the $1 million top prize in a poker 
tournament but he won $100,000 
for his church and he hopes his 
participation gives viewers a “fun 
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twist” on their perceptions of the 
priesthood. 

The Rev. Andrew Trapp said he 
entered the PokerStars.net Million 
Dollar Challenge in hopes of put- 
ting St. Michael Catholic Church 
“super close” to its $5.5 million 
fundraising goal to build a new 
facility. He also wanted to strike a 
public relations blow for priests. 

“At the very least, even if I 
didn’t win any prize money, I was 
hoping it would help people to see 
that priests can have fun and be 
normal people and hopefully get a 
little bit of a fun twist on the image 
of the priesthood,” the assistant 
pastor said. 

The top prize went to re- 
tired New York Police detective 
Mike Kosowski. But Trapp won 
$100,000, untaxed, in a semifinal 
round in October for the coastal 
church’s building fund, which 
has amassed $4 million after four 
years of fundraising. 


Reality TV star wins bid 
to stay in movie’s house 


CLEVELAND — A 

reality TV star gets to 
spend a couple of nights living like 
Ralphie in the house used for the 
movie “A Christmas Story.” 

The experience is a “major 
award” for Billy Jeffrey, who says 
he’s obsessed with the 1983 film. 
He bid $4,200 in an online char- 
ity auction and was scheduled to 
make his sleepovers. 

The house in Cleveland’s Trem- 
ont neighborhood is now a tourist 
attraction. 

The Christmas cult classic film 
stars Peter Billingsley as Ralphie 
Parker, a young boy determined 
to get a Red Ryder BB gun for 
Christmas. 

High bidder Jeffrey was a cast 
member on the ABC reality TV 
series “True Beauty” last winter 
and has toured as a Chippendales 
exotic dancer. 


Man’s belt stops bullet 
shot through car 


- LANCASTER — Police 
say a central Pennsylva- 
nia man has his belt to thank for 
escaping injury in a shooting. 
Police in Lancaster said the un- 
identified victim was driving when 
he was fired. Bullets struck the car 
and one passed into the cabin, hit- 
ting his belt before stopping. 
Lancaster police Lt. Todd Um- 
stead said the man was not hurt. 
Umstead said the investigation 
is continuing but the 39-year- 
old victim has not been coopera- 
tive beyond calling to report the 
shooting. 


Immigrant activist opts 
for community service 


GREEN VALLEY — An 

activist accused of leav- 
ing water jugs in the desert for im- 
migrants has decided to complete 
300 hours of community service 
rather than go to jail. 

Twenty-eight-year-old Walt Sta- 
ton had vowed not to comply with 
his sentence for leaving the water 
on a southern Arizona wildlife 
preserve last year. 

He was convicted of littering 
in June after he was cited last 
December by a Fish and Wildlife 
agent. 

The area is known as a popular 
route for illegal immigrants. 





Stories and photos from wire services 
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Which financial sectors flourished — and which foundered — this decade 


By LaurRA MANDARO 
MarketWatch 


SAN FRANCISCO — It was 
a decade of spectacular booms 
and busts for U.S. stocks, overlaid 
with China’s rising strength and 
renewed respect for holding cash. 
And for many investors, it won’t 
end soon enough. 

With the stock market on track 
to make its first 10-year price de- 
cline since the 1930s, the biggest 
lesson of the decade may be that 
many of the old axioms just didn’t 
hold. U.S. home prices can fall. 
Wildly different assets can move 
together. Alan Greenspan can, in- 
deed, be wrong. 

“The pendulum has swung the 
other way. There’s not the eupho- 
ria for stocks like there was in 
the 1990s,” said Bryan Sadoff, 
an investment adviser with Mil- 
waukee-based Sadoff Investment 
Management. 

Back then, the thinking was 
stocks only went one way — up — 
and new breakthroughs in tech- 
nology would keep driving nearly 
unstoppable global growth. Now, 
he said, investors are more cau- 
tious, pushing off retirement, tak- 
ing on safer bets like bonds and, 
when it comes to stocks, drawing 
up an exit strategy. 

“Plenty of individual investors 





Despite bailout money 
and Cash for Clunkers, 
former automotive giant 


General 
Motors 


went bankrupt this 
decade. 


After a meteoric rise, 
the stock market came 
crashing down and 


Alan 
Greenspan 


had to admit he was 
wrong in thinking 
banks would regulate 
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Energy 
sector 


and stock gains. 


Energy investors ended 
the decade among the 


returned a Surprising 
144 percent in dividends 


eral Motors Corp. 

As promised, Internet use has 
become faster and more wide- 
spread than ever. Nevertheless, 
the shares of many companies 
that played a role in its build-out 
took a sharp detour — or disap- 
peared altogether. 

“In 2000, it was all about eye- 
balls and clicks. In most cases, 
clicks don’t put food on the table,” 
Bruce Berkowitz, president of the 
$10.8 billion Fairholme Fund. 

America Online mounted a 
$160 billion takeover of Time 
Warner Inc. in early 2000, rep- 
resenting to some the primacy of 
“new economy” companies over 
the old. Instead, AOL is rounding 
out the decade by returning to its 
former status as a solo company 
after years of decline in an Inter- 
net industry now dominated by 
Google Inc. 

Energy and the materials sec- 
tors were the hands-down invest- 
ing winners of the decade, largely 
thanks to China, India, Vietnam 
and other emerging markets 
countries rebounding from the 
late-1990s Asian financial crisis. 

When it comes to top-perform- 
ing stocks, it’s commodities on 
parade: Southwestern Energy 
Co., XTO Energy Inc., Range Re- 
sources Corp. and Denbury Re- 
sources Inc. are among S&P 500 


are scratching their heads and 
saying, ‘Maybe the buy and hold 
strategy isn’t the way to go,’” Sa- 
doff said. 

Through these turbulent years, 
the stock investors who ended up 
the happiest made some sector 
bets — namely energy and natu- 
ral resources — that looked un- 
fathomable a decade ago. 

The energy sector measured 
broadly, including any energy 
company that spent some time 
in the Standard & Poor’s 500 
Index over the last 10 years, has 
returned 144 percent including 
dividends and stock gains. 

The materials sector returned 
68 percent from Dec. 31, 1999, to 
the first week of December 2009, 


according to FactSet Research 
data compiled by MarketWatch. 

The worst-off stock investors 
held onto telecom and other tech 
shares in the hope that Cisco 
Systems Inc. would make a 
comeback. 

The tech sector lost 48 percent 
over the decade, including divi- 
dends, just slightly better than the 
53 percent loss for telecom stocks 
that were part of the S&P 500. 

Overall, the S&P 500 has fallen 
nearly 25 percent in the past de- 
cade, or about 8 percent if divi- 
dends are included. 

The Nasdaq Composite Index, 
now just under 2,200, is trading at 


themselves. 


less than half of where it was at 
its all-time peak in March 2000. 
Prices have declined 46 percent 
for the decade. 

The Dow Jones Industrial Av- 
erage, designed to track larger, 
more established companies, is 
on track to end the decade 10 per- 
cent lower. 

Such an outcome would have 
been hard to swallow for many 
investors 10 years ago. 

Most of the focus was about a 
company’s ability to generate 
unique Web visits and miles of 
fiber cable, regardless of profit. 
Oil was trading under $30 a bar- 
rel. People were quitting their 


AP photos 


jobs to day-trade the latest initial 
public offering. 

And Federal Reserve Chair- 
man Alan Greenspan was years 
away from admitting he was 
wrong about a central tenet of 
how capital markets function, 
that entities like banks wouldn’t 
take on more risk than in their 
own best interest. 

Shell-shocked investors have a 
much different view these days. 
That’s little surprise given the 
decade’s darker chapters: two re- 
cessions, the scandals at Enron 
and WorldCom, two wars fought 
by the U.S., a national housing 
crash and the bankruptcy of Gen- 


stars of the decade. 

Financial stocks also pulled a 
lot of weight — in both directions. 
For most of the decade they were 
the single biggest sector on the 
S&P 500, thanks to heady market 
caps of banks including Morgan 
Stanley, Goldman Sachs Group 
Inc., J.P. Morgan and Citigroup, 
as well as insurers such as Amer- 
ican International Group. 

But their shares tumbled swift- 
ly and violently as a crash in the 
U.S. housing market revealed 
little understanding, and in some 
cases no appetite, for billions in 
U.S. mortgage-related debt. 

The financial sector is on track 
to end the decade with a loss of 27 
percent, including dividends. 


Financial discipline key to becoming debt-free in 2010 


By JosEPH MONTANARO 
Special to Stars and Stripes 


or many Americans, the last cou- 

ple of years have been trying at 

best. Talk of an economic recov- 

ery for many folks to this point has 
been just that — talk. However, as things 
do improve, as they inevitably will, con- 
sumers should resolve now to lower their 
debt in the New Year. 

“Losing weight and losing debt are two 
of the top 10 New Year’s resolutions every 
year,” said Joseph Montanaro, Certified 
Financial Planner with USAA, a lead- 
ing financial services organization serv- 
ing military members and their families. 
“But, unfortunately, the resolve of consum- 
ers to stick to their plans typically thaws 
along with the weather when spring rolls 
around.” 

Montanaro noted that many consumers 
set goals that may be too ambitious, wheth- 
er trying to lose weight or lower debt. With 
nearly 15 years of providing financial ad- 
vice to USAA members, Montanaro be- 
lieves consumers can achieve their goals 


by following five steps: 

1. Start with a specific goal. It’s great to 
want to eliminate all your debt and start 
with a clean slate, but if you’re faced with 
the proverbial mountain of debt, the goal 
may seem daunting. So start small, and 
add incremental goals along the way. For 
example, if you want to pay down $20,000 
in credit card debt — and credit card debt is 
what’s known as “bad” debt because of the 
high interest rates you’re paying — then 
set a goal to eliminate 20 percent of that 
total by the beginning of spring or sum- 
mer. Then set new goals with each mile- 
stone you reach. 

2. Put your plan on paper. “Budget” is 
not a four-letter word, so embrace it! One 
of the first things I advise consumers who 
want to get their debt under control is to 
establish a realistic budget, and stick to it. 
Put your budget on paper and adhere to 
it every time you get paid. If you’ve bud- 
geted an extra $100 each month toward 
your credit card payment, then move that 
money immediately and check it off your 
budget. 

3. Track your progress. There’s nothing 


more satisfying than not paying interest to 
a credit card company. The more you pay 
off, the more money you have each month 
for other expenses — or for those unex- 
pected emergencies that occur from time 
to time. So set a target goal for where you 
want to be each quarter, and track your 
progress regularly. If you find yourself off 
track, you can take corrective action or 
alter your plan, if necessary. 

4. Reward yourself ... in moderation. 
While keeping a focus on reducing debt 
undoubtedly will require some sacrifice, 
it’s OK to reward yourself for a job well 
done from time to time. But keep in mind 
that moderation is the key. Maybe your 
idea of a reward is a night on the town. 
If so, avoid the five-star restaurant and 
enjoy something at a more moderate price 
point. In fact, “moderation” is a good way 
to start thinking about how your approach 
to spending should change after you pay 
down your debt. 

5. Save like there is tomorrow! While 
many consumers are used to spending 
like there’s no tomorrow, you should turn 
that philosophy on its head and start sav- 


ing like there is a tomorrow! There are 
a few easy ways to get started. First, live 
within your means, which really means 
you should spend less than you earn so 
you have money left over. Second, with 
that extra money, increase contributions to 
your 401(k) or IRA. And third, start sav- 
ing more for everyday expenses and emer- 
gencies by setting up a monthly automatic 
transfer into a savings account. 

Finally, if you’re overwhelmed by your 
debt and don’t know where to begin, con- 
sider enlisting the help of a financial plan- 
ner who can put you on the right track. 
When seeking a financial planner, look for 
one who is salaried and has a CFP designa- 
tion to ensure you’re getting objective ad- 
vice from a credentialed professional. 

Eliminating your debt and keeping it in 
check is a great way to start the new year. 
With a plan in place and a disciplined ap- 
proach, you can start on the road to secur- 
ing your financial future. 





Joseph Montanaro is acertified financial planner 
with USAA, a leading financial services firm that 
has been serving military members and their 
families for more than 87 years. 
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These days, good credit 





Dear Liz: ’'m 28 and have had 
excellent credit since Day One. In 
May of this year, I leased 
a new car and found out 
my credit score was 
780. In July, I decided to 
lease a second vehicle. 
Instead of paying the 
leasing company month- 
ly, I used a credit card 
balance transfer offer 
to write them a check 
for the entire two-year 
lease amount ($18,000). 
When I applied for two 
more credit cards in the 
following months, I was 
denied by both. I have 
never been late on any payments 
and always pay off my credit 
card debts (except for this bal- 
ance transfer, on which I make 
monthly payments). Why was I 
denied credit? 

Answer: You may not have the 





EXCHANGE RATES 


Military rates 
Japanese yen (Dec. 28) 
South Korean won (Dec. 28)......... 1,152. 00 
Euro costs (Dec. 28) 
Dollar buys (Dec. 28) 
British pound (Dec. 28) 
Commercial rates 

Bahrain (Dinar)..........sccssscscesescescesees 0.3770 
British pound 
Canada (Dollar) 
Chia CYUAN) sasscdescccsessctcsrvecccsesssseceaesss 6.8290 
DeNMark (KONE) .......sccsesescessssceseeees 5.1813 
EGypt (POUN)........ssscsscscsssceccecessessceees 5.5010 

$1.4371/0.6959 
HONG KONG (DOIar)........csscsscssesceseesees 7.7552 
Hungary (Forint) 
Israel (SHEKEL) .......scsscsscsceseseecssseseees 3.7970 
Japan (Yen) 
KUWaAiIt (DINAN) ........ecescsseesceccssseceeseeees 0.2873 
NOrWAY (KIONE).....cscsccsrcsscecesrcscssceeees 5.8113 
Philippines (Peso) 
POlaIG (ZIOLY) ss ccsacsdssdscecssssesssctacvesstecosstsee 2.88 
Saudi Arabia (Riyal)........sscssseseeees 3.7508 
Singapore (Dollar) 
South Korea (Won) 
Switzerland (Franc)... 
Thailand (Baht) 
Turkey (N@W Lil) .....secsccscssesceseeeeeee 1.5151 
(Military exchange rates are those avail- 
able to customers at military banking fa- 
cilities in the country of issuance for Japan, 
South Korea, Germany, the Netherlands and 
the United Kingdom. For nonlocal currency 
exchange rates (i.e., purchasing British 
pounds in Germany), check with your local 
military banking facility. Commercial rates 
are interbank rates provided for reference 
when buying currency. All figures are for- 
eign currencies to one dollar, except for 
the British pound, which is represented in 
dollars-to-pound, and the euro, which is 





Money Talk 





scores can be fleeting 


great credit you think you do. 
You’ve been applying for a lot 
of credit in a short pe- 
riod, something that can 
adversely affect your 
scores. You also put a 
pile of debt on one of 
your cards, which can 
also hurt your numbers. 
Credit scoring formu- 
las are sensitive to the 
amount of credit you’re 
using on each card. The 
narrower the gap be- 
tween your balances and 
your limit, the greater 


Liz Pulliam Weston the potential damage. 


Even if your scores 
are good, they might not have 
been enough for today’s credit 
card issuers, especially if you ap- 
plied for high-end rewards cards. 
These issuers want FICO scores 
of 750 or above. Drop a point or 
two below, and you may be out of 
luck. 

Dear Liz: Our apartment was 
infested with bugs, had a leaky 
bathroom faucet that was never 
fixed after numerous requests, 
and then our ceiling fell in be- 
cause of a roof leak that was not 
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repaired. We had to make other 
living arrangements before va- 
cating the apartment, and now 
they are saying we’re respon- 
sible for $1,800 for terminating 
our lease early. 

Answer: In every state except 
Arkansas, the law requires land- 
lords to provide “fit and habit- 
able” housing, said attorney Janet 
Portman, the managing editor 
of legal self-help publisher Nolo 
and author of “Every Tenant’s 
Legal Guide.” “Fit and habitable” 
means the housing is waterproof 
and free from vermin infestation. 
The housing also must have heat, 
lights, water, functional plumbing 
and a working kitchen. 

If the housing isn’t fit and hab- 
itable, you legally can break the 
lease if you didn’t cause the prob- 
lem yourself and you gave the 
landlord a reasonable amount of 
time to fix the problems. 





Liz Pulliam Weston is the author of the 
book “Your Credit Score: Your Money 
and What’s at Stake.” Questions for 
possible inclusion in her column may 
be sent to 3940 Laurel Canyon Blvd., 
No. 238, Studio City, CA 91604, or via the 
“Contact Liz” form at 
www.asklizweston.com. 

Distributed by No More Red Inc. 
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dollars-to-euro.) Poor’ Ss 500 900 
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INTEREST RATES ate S 
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PPIIMO PATO cc cecssesssassccccesevesseasesscsesessenesenssaee 3.25 
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Sources: Bank of America, The Associated Press 
Country Unleaded Super unleaded Super plus Diesel 
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Change in price -1.0¢ -2.2¢ 
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Change in price -1.0¢ -1.0¢ -2.2¢ 
Guam $2.769* $2.899 $3.019 
Change in price -1¢ -1.0¢ -1.0¢ 
For the week of Dec. 26 -Jan.1 * Midgrade 
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Durable goods growth still slow 





Tep S. WarreN/AP 


A Boeing 787 airplane assembly line is shown in Everett, Wash., 
earlier this month. Orders to U.S. factories for big-ticket durable 
goods posted a smaller-than-expected increase in November, 

according to a Commerce Department report released Thursday. 


Defense committee 
to review military's 
compensation policy 


hould military pilots who 

have been _ reassigned 

from cockpits to ground- 

based computer consoles 
to fly remotely piloted vehicles 
continue to draw the same flight 
pay as pilots who still fly jets and 
helicopters? 

Should reserve component 
personnel on lengthy overseas 
assignments in locales such as 
Germany continue to draw the 
same overseas cost-of-living al- 
lowances as 
active-duty 
counterparts? 

Is it time to 


MILITARY 


ardous duty pay, assignment pay 
and skill incentive pay, based on 
actual days spent in qualifying 
danger areas. 

2) Review of Reserve and Na- 
tional Guard compensation and 
benefits for consistency in cur- 
rent and future “utilization” of 
these forces. 

The consistency sought ap- 
pears to refer to how reserve 
compensation stacks up against 
that of active- 
duty mem- 
bers, in light 
of a heavier 
load that cur- 


ahah ome ni U rent reserve 

sibly streamline PD ATE 

various piece- a om 

meal improve- i ; 

ments made in Tom Philpott pared to past 
generations. 


recent years to 

compensation 

and benefits provided to wounded 
warriors and their families? 

These are some of the ques- 
tions to be answered next year 
by a new Department of Defense 
pay study — the 11th Quadren- 
nial Review of Military Com- 
pensation (QRMC). President 
Barack Obama ordered the study 
to begin in a Dec. 11 memo to De- 
fense Secretary Robert Gates. 

Current law requires that the 
executive branch conduct a study 
of military compensation every 
four years. 

Obama wants the 11th QRMC 
to focus on four areas: 

1) Review of compensation for 
service performed in combat or 
hostile fire areas, during combat 
operations or while exposed to a 
hostile fire event. 

Congress signaled its interest 
in this by including in the fiscal 
2010 defense authorization act a 
provision to curb some combat 
pay abuses. The services will 
begin soon to pro-rate hostile fire 
pay, imminent danger pay, haz- 


3) Review 
of compensation and benefits 
for wounded warriors and their 
caregivers and survivors of fallen 
servicemembers. 

This year, the Senate voted an 
unprecedented payment for fam- 
ily members or other at-home 
caregivers who attend to needs 
of severely wounded veterans of 
Iraq and Afghanistan. That Sen- 
ate plan still must be reconciled 
with less robust initiatives ap- 
proved by the House. 

4) Review of pay incentives for 
critical career fields to include 
mental health professionals, lin- 
guists and translators, remotely 
piloted vehicle operators and spe- 
cial operations personnel. 

Bonuses and special pays have 
been increased significantly in 
recent years to attract and re- 
tain those specialties. The QRMC 
will judge whether it has been 
enough. 





To comment, e-mail milupdate@aol. 
com, write to Military Update, P.O. Box 
231111, Centreville, VA, 20120-1111 or 
visit: militaryupdate.com 
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yd respect him, but for him to succeed, we have to die. fe 


a veteran police officer in Tijuana (speaking on condition of anonymity for security reasons) 
on efforts by the Mexican city’s secretary of public security, Julian Leyzaola, at right, to buck the 
status quo and aggressively engage local drug traffickers and disrupt their illegal activities 


Julian Leyzaola and 


the Tijuana brash 





Lawman’ efforts rankle drug traffickers, 
but his tactics foster human rights concerns 


By RICHARD MAROsI 
Los Angeles Times 


TIJUANA, Mexico 
ince he took over one of 
Mexico’s most troubled 
police departments, Julian 
Leyzaola has slapped the 

face of a corpse, led shoot-’em- 
ups on the street and ordered 
cops suspected of being crooked 
to stick close to his office in down- 
town Tijuana — he wanted them 
as human shields. 

“T told them, if they try to attack 
me in my office, you'll be right 
outside,” Leyzaola said. “The first 
ones they kill will be you.” 

He’s not being paranoid. Since 
he launched a crackdown on or- 
ganized crime and police cor- 
ruption two years ago, Leyzaola 
has survived at least four assas- 
sination plots, including the latest 
threat to blow up his headquar- 
ters. On police radio frequencies, 
crime bosses taunt Leyzaola, say- 
ing there’s one easy way to stop 
the mayhem: resign. 

“Of course I won't,” Leyzaola, 
who was a lieutenant colonel on 
leave from the army when he 
became Tijuana’s secretary of 
public security, said in a recent 
interview. “If I quit under that 
type of pressure, I’ll feel like a 
part of them, an accomplice of or- 
ganized crime.” 

Leyzaola is credited by U.S. 
and Mexican officials with mak- 
ing gains in cleaning up the de- 
partment, driving out many drug 
traffickers and, for much of this 
year, returning a semblance of 
normality to a crime-weary city. 

But a recent weeklong surge in 





Demonstrators in Tijuana, Mexico, last month 
accuse Julian Leyzaola, the city’s public security 
chief, of torture and violating civil rights. 

“The evidence suggests that he doesn’t respect the 
law and should be investigated,” one activist says. 


Puotos BY Don Bar TLettTi/Los Angeles Times 


gang violence — decapitations, 
dismemberments, hangings and 
shootouts that killed more than 
50 people — showed the tenuous- 
ness of Leyzaola’s gains. 

And some say the security 
chief’s offensive comes at a heavy 
price. Human rights activists ac- 
cuse Leyzaola of involvement in 
the torture and beating of sus- 
pects, including suspected rogue 
officers. 

Even the clean cops under him 
are anxious. 

“T respect him,” said one vet- 
eran officer, “but for him to suc- 
ceed, we have to die.” 

Since Leyzaola’s purge began, 
43 police officers have been 
killed on the streets, most of them 
honest officers targeted by gangs. 
About 330 police officers have left 
the force, some fearing for their 
lives. And 130 officers have been 
arrested on corruption charges, 
some of them veterans personally 
detained by Leyzaola. 

A Mexican police officer whose 
actions match his tough talk, 
Leyzaola in many ways is the 
model for the kind of law enforce- 
ment muscle the Mexican govern- 
ment needs to battle organized 
crime. But critics see a little too 
much muscle: People arrested by 
Leyzaola’s police officers have 
turned up bloodied and bruised 
in mug shots. And some officers 
suspected of corruption allege 
that he played a role in their tor- 
ture this year. 

When Tijuana Mayor Jorge 
Ramos gave his state of the city 
address last month, a small group 
of protesters held up signs de- 
nouncing the public security 
secretary. But 
their boos 
were drowned 
out by loud ap- 
plause from 
hundreds_ of 
people, includ- 
ing some wid- 
ows of fallen 
police officers, 
who packed the 
glittery City 
Hall event. 

To his sup- 
porters, Leyza- 
ola, despite the 
controversies, 
is a worthy 
adversary of 
the gangs that 
have long con- 
trolled the city. 
He patrols the 
streets, wages 


gunbattles and sneeringly calls 
criminals filthy and shiftless. 

“We need an iron hand. Bravo!” 
read one e-mail comment in re- 
sponse to a recent newspaper ar- 
ticle about Leyzaola. 

Others take a more wary view. 

“Society doesn’t care if he tor- 
tures,” said Victor Clark Alfaro, 
director of Tijuana’s Binational 
Center for Human Rights. “They 
just want results.” 


New sheriff in town 


Leyzaola, 49, battled drug traf- 
fickers long before arriving in 
Tijuana. 

The son and grandson of mili- 
tary officers, he attended the He- 
roico Colegio Militar, Mexico’s 
West Point, and spent many years 
raiding marijuana and poppy 
fields in rural operations that he 
said often led to shootouts with 
traffickers. 

That confrontational approach 
didn’t exist when Leyzaola was 
hired in 2007 to be the director of 
the Tijuana police department. A 
year later, Leyzaola was promot- 
ed to secretary of public security, 
which expanded his authority. 

Many officers in the 2,100- 
member Tijuana police force had 
long functioned as an arm of the 
hometown Arellano Felix drug 
cartel, acting as lookouts, drivers 
and providing protection for traf- 
fickers on their criminal rounds 
across the city. 

Police often avoided shoot- 
outs or pursuits, Leyzaola said. 
They also refused to sign the 
criminal complaints necessary 
to prosecute suspects. Leyzaola 
took to the streets daily with his 
bodyguards and engaged in high- 
speed chases and gunbattles that 
sometimes ended in bloodshed. 
He also signed more than 200 
criminal complaints, he said. 

“Organized crime groups were 
the owners of the city,” Leyzaola 
said. “They weren’t used to some- 
one defying their orders.” 

Officers who defy Leyzaola 
don’t last long. Several high-rank- 
ing officers with alleged links to 
organized crime have been ar- 
rested, including the longtime 
police liaison to U.S. law enforce- 
ment, Javier Cardenas, who was a 
friend of the mayor. 

Leyzaola said that when a for- 
mer military officer came to his 
office and offered him a large 
bribe from a major organized 
crime group, he pulled his weap- 
on and personally delivered him 


to authorities in Mexico City. 

The anti-corruption message 
has reached the rank and file. 

The veteran officer, who spoke 
on condition of anonymity for se- 
curity reasons, said many police 
officers no longer pad their sala- 
ries by working for trafficking 
groups, and the big cars and nice 
homes that the most corrupt offi- 
cers once enjoyed are a thing of 
the past. 

“A lot of us used to work for 
them. But now a lot of cops are 
scared of going to jail, or losing 
their jobs,” said the officer. 

Leyzaola is different from most 
police officers, he said. 

“He’s military, old-school. He 
wakes up every day and salutes 
the ... flag,” he said. “We’re regu- 
lar civilians.” 


Attackers on all sides 


Organized crime has lashed 
back. One of Mexico’s most 
wanted crime bosses, Teodoro 
Garcia Simental, is believed to 
be the force behind a campaign 
of threats and killings of officers 
aimed at getting rid of Leyzaola. 

In April, gunmen shot down 
seven officers in 45 minutes. After 
the shooting of another police of- 
ficer in July, Garcia threatened to 
kill five officers a week. At least 
15 have died since then. 

Gunmen so far have failed to 
get a shot at Leyzaola, who travels 
in an armored SUV surrounded 
by 15 bodyguards. But they have 
hatched several plots. The most 
serious was foiled last month, 
when more than 20 suspects were 
arrested just before planning to 
ambush Leyzaola in fake military 
vehicles. 

When Leyzaola got word of the 
plan to blow up his headquarters, 
he switched offices to a bunker- 
like tower in Tijuana’s Zona Rio 
neighborhood. 

“He’s a marked man. They 
want Leyzaola gone because he’s 
effective. He takes this seriously, 
unlike a lot of these jackass cops,” 
said one U.S. law enforcement of- 
ficial who spoke on condition of 
anonymity because he is not au- 
thorized to comment. 

Leyzaola seems unfazed by the 
siegelike conditions. A slim man 
with thick eyebrows, he listens to 
soft rock music stations and jogs 
every morning in the parklike 
grounds of the Morelos military 
base, where he lives. He says he is 
just doing the job he was hired to 
do and has no political ambitions. 
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“TI don’t feel pressure,’ he 
added. 

But he has shown flashes of 
anger. At a funeral for three po- 
lice officers last year, he lashed 
out at journalists for taking 
photographs of grieving family 
members. 

Last month, reporters wit- 
nessed his most troubling out- 
burst. After arriving at the scene 
of a shootout, Leyzaola was in- 
formed that one officer who had 
saved a woman from the crossfire 
had died. 

He walked up to an ambulance 
gurney holding a dead suspect, 
pulled back the sheet, and struck 
the corpse across the face. 

“Why did you die? You should 
have stayed alive,” said Leyzaola, 
recalling his thoughts at the time. 
“Not even death is a worthy pun- 
ishment for what you did.” 

The most serious allegations 
against Leyzaola stem from a 
roundup in March of officers 
suspected of corruption. They 
were taken to the Morelos base, 
where 25 of them said they were 
tortured, according to a report by 
Amnesty International and testi- 
mony given to the Inter-American 
Commission on Human Rights in 
Washington. 

Several police officers said 
Leyzaola had personally deliv- 
ered them to the base, shackled 
and blindfolded. Two of them said 
they recognized Leyzaola’s voice 
while they were being beaten, ac- 
cording to the reports. The tor- 
ture allegedly included electric 
shocks applied to their feet and 
genitals. 

Francisco Sanchez, the head of 
a local human rights group, said 
authorities’ crackdown on orga- 
nized crime is necessary, but so 
is respect for the rule of law and 
human rights. 

“It’s unclear if he actively par- 
ticipated in the torture, but the 
evidence suggests that he doesn’t 
respect the law and should be in- 
vestigated,” Sanchez said. 

Leyzaola denies any involve- 
ment, saying he merely arrests 
suspects and delivers them to 
the army base, where federal au- 
thorities take custody. He said he 
has no intention of backing down 
in the struggle against the drug 
bosses. 

“If you attack me, I'll retali- 
ate,” Leyzaola said. “If you attack 
again, I'll retaliate with greater 
force. And if you attack me again, 
I’ll keep retaliating, again and 
again and again.” 
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AFN Television Schedule 


Updated sports listings are available on AFN’s Web site at www.myafn.net 
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00:00 |CSI: NY “Point of No The Simpsons (11:10) Movie “Big Momma’s Bulls and Bears Cold Case “Thrill Kill” Recon (11:30) Austin City Limits | SportsCenter Top 20 Countdown 
00:30 | Return” The Simpsons House 2” (2006) Nia Long Cavuto on Business This Week in the Pentagon | Keeping Up-Kardashians 
1:00 America’s Most Wanted: |The Simpsons (:05) Movie “Saw” (2004, | Forbes on FOX Bones “The Soccer Mom in) FNG Useful benefits. Trading Spouses: Meet Your Top 20 Countdown 
1:30 America Fights Back The Simpsons Horror) Cary Elwes, Danny ‘Cashin’ In the Mini-Van” Fit For Duty New Mommy (Part 2 of 2) 
2:00 SportsCenter Friday Night Lights “Are Glover. A doctor must kil Newsroom Women’s Murder Club “Gran-| Around the Services Boston Legal “Trial of the / College Football Live NFL Replay 
‘ raaw| his Cellmate or his family ‘tet " 
2:30 You Ready for Friday Night?"| i de nies, Drugs & Love Mints Around the Services Century 
3:00 SportsCenter Special Movie “The Cheetah Girls:/ Movie “Kung Fu Panda” | Wall Street Journal Report) One Tree Hill “Messin’ With | Around the Services Judging Amy “Crime and | College Football Little 
3:30 One World” (2008) Adri- (2008) Voices of Jack Our World With the Kid” Around the Services Puzzlement” Caesars Pizza Bowl -- Mar- Sports 
4:00 enne Bailon. The Cheetah Black. Animated. A noodle- Neweroani CSI: NY “Point of No Around the Serves Austin City Limits “Aimee shall vs. Ohio. From Detroit. 
Girls go to India to appear | making panda becomes a Return” erate Mann: Iron & Wine” (Live) 
4:30 __|NFL Total Access in a musical. martial artist. eturn First Air Force Now ann, ron & Wine ESPNEWS 
5:00 Barney & Friends (4:50) Movie “The Preach- | Glenn Beck America’s Most Wanted: | Battleground Namaste Yoga NBA Basketball Mem- 
5:30 _ | College Basketball West | Oobi er’s Wife” (1996) Denzel America Fights Back §—_/ FNG Useful benefits. Total Body Sculpt With Gilad is oe at _ 
6:00 __ | Virginia at Seton Hall. (Live)| Sesame Street eal tebe oe Newsroom Headline News This Week in the Pentagon | Guy’s Big Bite hidinge aa ea 
6:30 dulcet-toned wife. ESPNEWS The Benning Report Throwdown With Bobby Flay] College Football Meineke | (_ ive) , 
7:00 Davey and Goliath New Year| (:10) Movie “Quicksilver” [McLaughlin Group Headline News Downrange News from | Time of Grace ae ria =a = tia 
7:30 VeggieTales Adventure. ee gaeiene ru This Week in the Pentagon | House Call-Dr. Sanjay Gupta] !"aq and Afghanistan. Top 3 From ch sate, NC (Live) ESPNEWS 
8:00 Postman Pat cares Leu en The Situation Room With | Entertainers Kerry Shook Ministries — SportsCenter 
8:30 | SportsCenter Danger Rangers bicycle messenger. Wolf Blitzer The Grill Sergeants More Than Conquerors 
9:00 _|NHL Hockey New Jersey |The Magic School Bus | (8:55) Movie “Dumb and | FOX Report Saddleback Christmas __| Fit For Duty Japan’s Mysterious NFL Total Access 
9:30 Devils at Washington Capi- | The Electric Company Dumber” (1994, Comedy) Service Downrange Pyramids 
; tals. From Verizon Center in aii Jim Carrey, Jeff Daniels, 7 ; ; al ; a 
10:00 | Washin gton, D.C. (Live) Codename: Kids Next Door Washington Week in Review Love Worth Finding USARuJ This Week Cities of the Underworld | College Football Emerald | NBA Basketball Washing- 
10:30 — Sabrina’s Secret Life | (:45) Movie “Tootsie” | Army Newswatch Crossing the Goal FNG Useful benefits. “Maya Underground” i mee ne vs. i eral at LU eh 
11:00 Growing Pains (1982, Comedy) Dustin —Today’s Air Force Austin City Limits Fit For Duty Futureweapons XM307 BU Poot relies] UIMPE ON es. (Oe 
Hoffman, Jessica Lange hi - Land Warri (Live) Target Center in Minneapo- 
11:30 |ESPNEWS The Cosby Show Tati Gare An un empl oyed The Chris Matthews Show Battleground machine gun, Land Walrlor. lis. (Live) 
12:00 |ESPNEWS Full House actor poses as a woman to | Newsroom MotorWeek Recon Revisited The Suze Orman Show 
12:30 |ESPNEWS The Brady Bunch land a soap role. At the Movies Fit For Duty NBA Basketball Phoenix 
13:00 |NFL Total Access Movie “The Little Mermaid” | (12:55) Movie “Mission: —_ Journal Editorial Report Digging for the Truth Battleground Rick Steves’ Europe Suns at Golden State War- 
13:30 (1989) Voices of Rene Auberjo- / Impossible” (1996, Action) ‘Fox News Watch Today's Air Force Quick Fix Meals SportsCenter riors. From Oracle Arena in 
; nois, Christopher Daniel Barnes. | Tom Cruise, Jon Voight. ——— j 5 Oakland, Calif. (Live) 
14:00 |McLaughlin Group Treachery in Prague puts Larry King Live Battle 360 “Call to Duty’ | All Hands TV Iron Chef America Chefs 
14:30 |ESPNEWS Movie “Felicity: An American | an agent on the run. This Week in the Pentagon | Compete. 
15:00 _| Washington Week in Review | Girl Adventure” (2005) Shailene| \ovie “The Black Candle” Geraldo at Large Survivor: Samoa Recon Revisited Terminator: The Sarah _| SportsCenter FIM Racing From Magny- 
15:30 (House Call-Dr. Sanjay Gupta Woodley, John Schneider. (2008, Documentary) Nar- The American Veteran | Connor Chronicles Cours, France. 
16:00 | Entertainers Be the Creature “Baboon” rated by Maya Angelou. Newsroom Fit For Duty Heroes Claire tries to take | SportsCenter NFL Total Access 
16:30 (:25) Movie “The Body- — Battleground down her first villain. 
17:00 |Saddleback Christmas | SpongeBob SquarePants | guard” (1992, Drama) Kevin FOX Report (:10) Survivor: Samoa —_| This Week in the Pentagon | King of the Hill College Football Meineke | NHL Hockey Ottawa Sena- 
Service Costner, Whitney Houston, ; Car Care Bowl -- North —_| tors at Buffalo Sabres. From 
17:30 The Fairly OddParents Gary Kemp. A bodyguard Army Newswatch That ’70s Show (Part 2 of 2) Carol PacGlitGh he HSBC Arena in Buffal 
18:00 |Love Worth Finding America’s Funniest Home | falls for the singer-actress Newsroom The Chris Matthews Show| The Grill Sergeants The King of Queens From palais c ni (Sam oatey TaD a) a 
18:30 [Crossing the Goal Videos he must protect. ESPNEWS USARJ This Week Everybody Loves Raymond _— . 
19:00 | Austin City Limits Movie “Blades of Glory” | Glenn Beck 20/20 Recon Supernanny “James 
19:30 (2007, Comedy) Will Fer- FNG Useful benefits. Family College Football Little 
20:00 _| MotorWeek The Secret Life of the Ameri- sae are All CNN Sunday Movie “The Black Candle” | Today’s Air Force Criminal Minds The team _—| SportsCenter Caesars Pizza Bowl -- Mar- 
50:30 | At the Movies can Teenager ‘Maybe Baby’ | 36 3 pair P (2008, Documentary) Nat- | Fit For Duty hunts for a copycat serial killer. ‘Same day Ty a Detroit. 
21:00 _| Digging for the Truth Friday Night Lights (8:50) Movie “Crank” (2006,| FOX and Friends Sunday rated by Maya Angelou. Battleground Burn Notice “End Run” _—_| College Football Emerald ue 
21:30 “Backfire” Action) Jason Statham, Amy Everybody Hates Chris _ | Recon Revisited Bowl -- Boston College vs. 
22:00 [Battle 360 “Call to Duty” —_| Touched by an Angel Smart, Jose Pablo Cantilo. Today Headline News This Week in the Pentagon | Seinfeld USC. From San Francisco. 
22:30 “With God as My Witness’ ' Movie “Casino Royale” Saturday Night Live The Grill Sergeants Friends 
23:00 | Survivor: Samoa 7th Heaven “Why Not Me?” (2006, Action) Daniel Craig, | CBS News Sunday Around the Services 30 Days “Straight Man in a NBA Basketball New Orleans 
53:30 Eva Green, Mads Mikkelsen. Morning Araiind the Gervices Gay World” Hornets at Chicago Bulls. 
MONDAY, DECEMBER 28, 2009 
00:00 _|(11:00) Survivor: Samoa | America’s Funniest Home | (10:30) Movie “Casino Royale” CBS News Sunday Morning Comics Unleashed Around the Services Without a Trace “All for | SportsCenter (11:00) NBA Basketball 
00:30 Videos (2006, Action) Daniel Craig. Face the Nation Two and a Half Men Around the Services One” way sth q4 te at 
1:00 —_|(:10) Survivor: Samoa (:15) Movie “The Mummy” | This Week With George = NCIS Two members of the | Around the Services 24 “Day 7: 8:00AM - 9:00AM/| NFL Countdown icago Bulls. (Taped) 
1:30 (1999, Adventure) Brendan Stephanopoulos team are sent to Iraq. Fit For Duty Day 7: 9:00AM - 10:00AM” NBA Action 
2:00 _ _=‘|Sports The Secret Life of the Ameri- chain i Meet the Press Life A gas explosion vapor- | The Benning Report Dexter “Shrink Wrap” Sports 
2:30 can Teenager “Maybe Baby revenge for a 3,000-year- izes half of a man’s torso. | The Grill Sergeants 
3:00 NFL Football Friday Night Lights old curse. America’s News HQ 20/20 Freestyle Iraq NUMB3RS “Contenders” | NFL Football NFL Football Teams TBA. 
3:30 "Backfire" Movie “Blades of Glory” VA News 
4:00 Touched by an Angel _| (2007, Comedy) Will Fer- Amanpour. Movie “The Black Candle”| Balad and Beyond Seinfeld 
4:30 “With God as My Witness” ie fees tall (2008, Documentary) Nar- |FNG Useful benefits. Friends 
5:00 Teletubbies as a pair. / Your Money fale by Maya AngeIOU. Battleground Namaste Yoga 
5:30 Rolie Polie Olie (:20) MovieCrank (2006) Everybody Hates Chris | Today’s Air Force Total Body Sculpt With Gilad 
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Sunday, December 27, 2009 


STRIPES CLASSIFIED 


Selling your couch, your 
car or your Stephen 
King collection? 


Build Your Business for As Little As $21 a week! 


Stars and Stripes offers the most effective and affordable way to reach the military community overseas. Ad 
rates vary depending on the size of your ad and the frequency of insertion. Please contact us for details! 


Reach us! 

Phone us at: 

03-6385-3276 (Commercial) 
011-81-3-6385-3276 (Overseas) 
229-3276 (Tokyo DSN) 
645-7667 (Okinawa DSN) 
721-7146 (Korea DSN) 


Free Ad Guidelines: 


+ Free ads are available to DOD ID card 
holders only. 

+ All free ads must be mailed, faxed or 
e-mailed. You may renew or make changes 
to your ad by calling 229-3276. 

* Free ads run for 21days and on a space 
available basis only. 

* Please spell out each word. No 
abbreviations. 

+ Item prices must be listed. 

+ Free ads are available for private parties 
only. For information on commercial or 
in-home business ads, please call 229-3276. 


Mail us at: 

Unit 45002, APO AP 96337-5002 
7-23-17 Roppongi, Minato-ku, 
Tokyo 106-0032 Japan 

Email us at: 
classifieds@pstripes.osd.mil 


Fax us at: 

03-3423-8257 (Tokyo CML) 
229-3214 (Tokyo DSN) 
02-2270-7141 (Korea CML) 
721-7141 (Korea DSN) 
645-7667 (Okinawa DSN) 


Sell it FREE in Stripes 
classified. 


‘WR... 


fassified 


Address 
Your ad 


Submit coupon to: Stars and Stripes, Classified Ad Dept., Unit 45002, APO AP 96337-5002 Fax DSN 229-3214, CML 03-3423-8257, E-Mail classifieds@pstripes.osd.mil 


Announcements 


Welcoming Baby Rachel! 


Create a memory for life! 


Email classifieds @ pstripes.osd.mil or 
call DSN 229-3276 


Autos for Sale 141 


Hawaii - 2001 Mercedes Benz 
C240. Silver. Nice rims. Leather 
interior. Everything is electric. 
Sunroof. 6 CD disk changer. 
Automatic. Well kept. Wonderful 
car. Selling for $8,700. 


mail Monique.sutton@amedd. 
army.mil or Monique.sutton @us. 
army.mil 





Atsugi - 1994 Toyota Celica, red 
2 door. $1200 obo. Liability 
Insurance Expires: August 21, 
2011, JCI Insurance Expires: 
July 24, 2011. Japanese Inspec- 
tion Due: June 4, 2011. Base 
Inspection Due: May 27, 2011. 
Call Simah or Rebecca, Home: 
264-7800, Simah Cell 
08035880127 


Misawa, Japan - For Sale! 2004 
Subaru -Black No JCI until 
September 2011, automatic, 5 
disc CD changer, custom lights, 
partial leather interior. $3,000 
Please call 0178-56-5403 or 
meganmpettit @ hotmail.com 








Yokosuka - 99 Mercedes Benz 
CLK-320 Classic, Silver; Fully 
Loaded; Left Hand Drive; JCI 
and Base Inspection; Available 
Now. $18,000.00 OBO edquiva- 
lent. Call Old School at 
080-5678-0467 or email: 
blismn @ yahoo.com 


John D. Panasiewicz 
General Manager 





Autos for Sale 141 


Misawa, Japan - For Sale! 
Loaded: Black '93 Nissan Gloria 
- $4000 Payments accepted. 
JCI July 2011 19" deep dish 
Lowenhart rims 4 12" Kenwood 
subs, 3 Kenwood amps, 2 
Capacitors’, Dynamist trunk kit 
12" flip down monitor 8" in dash 
touch screen monitor connected 
to Windows XP computer with 
80gb hard drive, keyboard, 
external Wi-Fi slot, | tunes, and 
other common windows _pro- 
grams New brakes and spark 
plugs. After market shocks, 
steering wheel, and door speak- 
ers winter tires please email 
nwbeatsjw @ yahoo.com 





Sasebo - 1996 Mitsubishi Jeep 
(J-55). Looks like the old CJ-3B 
Jeeps with modern drive train. 
Reliable 2.7 L intercooled Turbo 
Diesel. Sharp hunter green paint 
with Cream soft top. New 30" 
BFG Mud Terrains on Crager 
Rims. 48K on odometer (30K 
miles). $7000.00 OBO. email 
davidhumbrecht@ gmail.com for 
pics or info. Daytime phone 
252-2849. 


Advertising Manager 


Terry M. Wegner 


Accounting Manager 


Lt. Col. Autum C. Whalen 
Commander 


Jack Luersen 
Production Manager 





H. Bryant Pierpont 


Up to 32 words FREE for 


21 days! 


re-classify, rewrite or reject any ad. 


Installation 


040 


Get your Happy Ad in Stripes today! 

Want to hook up with an old friend? 

Send your girlfriend a birthday greeting? 

Or congratulate your friend on a recent promotion? 
Whatever the occasion, book your Happy Ad 
today in Stars and Stripes! 


Check out the details: 


1. Email your greeting and digital photo to classifieds @ pstripes.osd.mil. 
2. Stars and Stripes reserves the right to edit or reject any Happy Ad. 


3. A one-time $35 fee for each ad must be prepaid prior to publication. 
You may opt to use a credit card or you may visit the nearest Stars 
and Stripes’ circulation office and pay by check. 


www.stripes.com 





Autos for Sale 141 


Yokosuka - 2000 Toyota Mark 2 
Turbo. 1JZ-GTE VVti. 5spd, 
19in Work Wheels, Coilover 
Suspension, HKS Intake, Ex- 
haust, ORC Clutch, Tomei LSD, 
Tunned computer, Vertex Body 
Kit and Intercooler. Extras inclu- 
ded. Excellent condition in and 
out, Tags good till mid 2011. 
$12,500. 090-8008-2478 Email 
mkivpwr @ cox.net. 





Yokosuka - 2000 Toyota Nadia, 
4-door grey hatchback, 4-cyl 
automatic, 93000km, 
AM/FM/CD/TV/navigation —sys- 
tem power 
steering/locks/windows/ mirrors, 
JCI Apr 2011, reliable, good 
condition, $2800 OBO. Ted, 
243-7667 days, 090-6505-0046 
even iongeos 
satoshaw1 @yahoo.com 





Yokosuka - '95 Nissan Skyline 
for sale. HIGHLY modified with 
GT-R everything except AWD. 
Upgrades include GT-R engine, 
tuned ECU, HKS coil overs, 
HKS turbos, sway bars, 650cc 
injectors, and MUCH more. 
VERY fast and has only 43K 
km. $9500. Call 080-4191-1287 
o fr e mai | 
psychmajor87 @ yahoo.com 











Autos for Sale 141 


Yokota, Japan - '00 Mercedes- 
Benz C200 WG _ Mileage: 
62,000km Body type: Station 
Wagon (W202) EG Description: 
2.0L Fuel Type: Gas 
Transmission:5 Speed AT Drive 
Train Type: RDW Exterior: Dark 
Blue Metallic Interior: Gray X 
Blue Others:2-front and both 
side air bag, ABS, ESP, Elec- 
tronic key w/Immobilizer, 17inch 
W, LED Turn Signal Mirror 
Include: Maintenance for First 
Inspection, Domestic Transpor- 
tation, and Sales Tax included 
Asking ah 000 yen. Please 
emai Dennis 
Se sieee@ancl com 





Yokota, Japan - 1993 Subaru 
Legacy Wagon Dark green 1993 
Subaru Wagon with 99,097km, 
has two sunroofs, A/C & heat, 
CD, automatic windows/locks. 
JCI due in Feb 2010. Asking 
600 OBO Contact Mike @ 
214-261-6421 or email for addi- 
tional pictures/info 


MVGIRCULATION OFFICES 


Richard Chuckrey 
Information Systems Manager 


Darian L. Wilson 
Marketing Manager 


Charles D. Winans 
Pacific Circulation Manager 


circulation@ pstripes.osd.mil 


MAIL SUBSCRIPTIONS: 
CML: (03) 6385-3171 


DSN: 229-3171 


JAPAN: 
Yokota/Atsugi/Zama DSN: 225-4505/6/7 


Yokohama/Yokosuka DSN: 243-477] 
Misawa DSN: 226-3406 

Sasebo DSN: 252-3890 

Iwakuni DSN: 253-4770 


+ Stars and Stripes reserves the right to 





Deadline to place, cancel, or make any change to an ad is five(5) business days prior to publishing date. If the 
ad has a typographical error, Pacific Stars and Stripes’ liability is to re-run the ad for one (1) additional day on 
the next available issue date. Any other problem with advertising must be filed in writing no later than ten (10) 
days after the first insertion of the ad. Ads cannot be run upside down or sideways. 


All Classified Advertisements Are Non-refundable 
Classified advertising is accepted from DoD personnel (private party ad Classified advertisements) and all 
organizations which provide a service of interest to the military community (business advertisements). All ads 
are assessed before acceptance according to the moral and ethical judgment of Pacific Stars and Stripes. 


Classified advertisements must be acceptable for our general 
military/family readership. Pacific Stars and Stripes has the right to 
return any and all ads considered inappropriate for publication. 


Announcements 


040 


Take Control 


ohm 4010) al enn al-nalensts 





Come] 


VISA 











Announcements 040 





™@ Reduce interest rates 
m@ Completely confidential 


Free Debt Analysis 
800-696-7169 
815-484-1600 





™ Stop late fees & collector calls 
m Reduced fees for military 


Chat with a certified credit counselor online at 
www.familycredit.org/military 


FAMILY CREDIT 


| 7 
MANAGEMEN T. 


Non-Profit Agency 


counselor @ familycredit.org 








Individuals placing classified 


advertising should 


use discretion in 


concluding the sale of their property. 
Not all potential buyers are reputable 
or honest. S&S suggests that you take 
precautions to ensure that potential 
buyers are reputable and will be able 


to fulfill the terms 


of the sale. 


S&S is not liable for the contractual 
relationship between sellers and 
buyers of merchandise advertised in 
the newspaper or on the web site. 


Your Hometown ‘STRIPE 


ne cp 


Autos for Sale 141 


Yokota, Japan - 1992 Honda 
Civic Hatchback My wife and | is 
PCS'ing soon so this has to go. 
AT, A/C (needs recharged), PW 
PL, power mirrors. | put an 
alpine stereo and Kenwood 
speakers in it last year. | also 
put new tires on it last year and 
got new JCI this year. The 
outside looks good except for a 
little bit of damage to the 
passenger side mirror. A pass- 
ing car hit it when it was driving 
by, but it's not too bad. This car 
has been very reliable, great on 
gas, and has never given us a 
problem. Asking $900. Please 
email gsx_tcy@hotmail.com or 
call 090-6038-8465 





Yokota, Japan - 94 Toyota 
Camry PCS Sale 82,700 kilome- 
ters drives like new... excellent 
gas mileage can be seen at the 
lemon lot Call for details. 
1-702-946-6078 Roger 


TOKYO HEADQUARTERS: 
DSN: 229-3174 
CML: (03) 6385-3174 


KOREA: 
Yongsan DSN: 721-7140 
Osan DSN: 784-4393 
Taegu DSN: 768-7461 
Pusan DSN: 763-3787 
Kunsan DSN: 782-743] 





Autos for Sale 141 


Yokota, Japan - 1995 Toyota 
Exiv 4 door 6cylinder 4door 
automatic Pw PI CD Keyless 
entry folding rear seats 
129500km Ac and heat. Car 
runs great no leaks. Outside 
scratched up a bit. JCI due Feb 
2010 will need new tires and 
starter acts up from time to time 
other than that everything works 
great satan peking yee0 Please 

| 


e 
mxcr2502000@ yahoo. com 
Dave 





Yokota, Japan - 1997 Toyota 
Lucida Van Very dependable 
family vehicle. | Automatic 
w/overdrive, AM/FM CD, TV & 
Navigation Front pop-up moon 
roof, rear power sunroof w/roof 
rack and rear spoiler. Comforta- 
bly seat 7 passengers. Front & 
rear AC. JCI until October 2010. 
Asking $2800, Please email 
jryram@gmail.com or call 
090-6630-9557 





EMARKETING: 
marketing@ pstripes.osd.mil 
DSN: 229-3149; CML (03) 6385-3149 
DSN FAX: 229-3132 


OKINAWA: 
DSN: 645-2010 
CML: (098) 893-0292 
FAX DSN: 645-7297 
CML: (098)892-0995 
GUAM: 
CML: (671) 632-1003 





Save Gas 
Shep Online! 


Www_ocotu s.corm 





141 


Yokota, Japan - 1998 Nissan 
Avenir AWD Station Wagon for 
sale w/ sr20 engine. Clean 
inside and out has 59,000km 
low miles JCI, inspection is good 
until June 2011, paid road tax 
this year everything is up to 
date. Bi annual tune ups, has 
normal dings and scratches runs 
well, new rear tires. After market 
Kenwood CD player all there is 
to do is transfer title, asking 
$2,000 also willing to trade for a 
sedan or a 2 door vehicle. If 
interested pls. call 241-2392 
Thanks 


Autos for Sale 





Yokota, Japan - 2000 Toyota 
Vitz_ Description Model Year: 
2000 Mileage: 76,000km Body 
type: 4-Door Hatchback 500 
Plate Automatic Transmission 
Exterior: Pink Interior: Gray 
Keyless Entry, New tires March 
2009 JCI good through March 
2011 Gets Excellent gas 
mileage! Asking $2500 Please 
email skidodgers@ yahoo.com 
or call 646-957-9391 





Yokota, Japan - 2004 Toyota 
Voxy JCI until Sep 2011 81627 
Km (about 50800 Miles) 3 Row 
seating for 7 and 5 Doors for 
ease of access 
AM/FM/CD/MD/HDD/Navigation 
Rearview Camera Tires j 
replaced In May | 
complete check at Toyo pet to 
ensure it's in good working 
order. JCI just performed in 
September. (Due Sep 2011) 
This is a GREAT van that | hate 
to sell. My loss is a gain for 
someone else. This is the 
perfect vehicle for a family that 
is in need of a reliable vehicle 
with lots of space. Similar 
vehicles are selling in the local 
area for over 1,300,000 yen. 
Asking $ $9500 Please Jim 
080-6758-9769 





Yokota, Japan - 95 Purple 
Honda Inspire Need to sell b4 
31 Dec. Currently on lemon lot. 
Call for test drive. JCI expires 
March 2011. Asking $1600 OBO 
Please email eboni. 
scott@us.af.mil or call 
090-6316-7422 








Autos for Sale 141 


Yokota, Japan - '96 Toyota 
Curren JCI exp Jan 2012 $2000 
JCI exp. Jan 2012 Automatic 
Engine Start (works from 9th 
floor of tower) 2 Dr Excellent 
Heater COLD A/C PW PS PL 
Too much to _ list! New 
Battery/Tires Runs excellent. 
Asking $2000 Call for Test Drive 
080-3019-5299/042-553-5496 
available Jan. 13TH 





Yokota, Japan - '97 Honda 
Step-wagon Mileage: 91,800km 
Body type: VAN EG Description: 
2.0L Fuel Type: Gas Transmis- 
sion: 4 Speed AT (Column Shift) 
Drive Train Type: 2WD Exterior: 
Metallic Lavender Interior: Gray 
Others: P S, PW, For 7 
passenger, Non-smoking/Clean 
car Maintenance for First In- 
spection, Domestic Transporta- 
tion, Sales Tax and JCI inclu- 
ded. Asking ¥229,000 Please 
e m a i | 
cookieslifestyle @ gmail.com 
call 090-7440-6346 Dennis 


or 





Yokota, Japan - '98 Nissan 
Prarie 110K, 4 doors with hatch 
back. Three row seating. This 
van runs great and has JCI until 
June 2011! The rear passenger 
doors are both sliding and 
windows are fully functional, CD 
player. Real clean JCI expires 
June 2011. Asking $1700. 
Please email jbwalt@ gmail.com 
or call 240-845-5317 





Yokota, Japan - Mitsubishi FTO 
Nice car, but | need to purchase 
a van. JCI until Aug. 2011 
asking $1750 Please email 
fairfit@ aol.com or call 
090-9787-8770 





Yokota, Japan - Nissan Gloria 
Brougham w/VIP Trim Level - 
Fully loaded. Lots of power.-V6 
Turbo Automatic-Power switch 
(choices: normal, power, snow) 
AM/FM Cassette Tape, CD 
Changer, TV & Navigation-Front 
& Rear AC-Rear controls for AC 
& Entertainment system-Power 
reclining back seats-Keyless en- 
try with remote-Lowered 
Suspension-Original Admiration 
Aero” Kit-Super White HID 
system-Fog _ lights-Cornering 
lights-Power telescoping steer- 
ing wheel-Cruise — Control- 
Exhaust System-18" Deep dish 
wheels with polish lip Very 
smooth, but yet powerful smooth 
drive. Any reasonable offer will 
be considered. Call me anytime 
for a test drive. JCI until March 
2011. Asking $3800 OBO. 
Please email jryram @ gmail.com 
or call 090-6630-9557 Jerry 





Zama, Japan - 96 Toyota 
Estima - good condition, 88,900 
KM. JCI expires July 2011. Call 
263-7877 or 080-3381 -6202 





Zama, Japan - 98 Honda 
Accord. 85,800 KM. JCI expires 
August 2011. $800.00 OBO. 
Call 263-7877 or 080-3381 -6202 
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Motorcycles 164 


Yokota, Japan - 2004 Honda 
CBR 600RR Some upgrades 2 
Brothers Exhaust, Double bub- 
ble Windscreen By Pruig, Rear 
sets, Red devil eyes w/ toggle 
switch not shown new Red 
Chain Driven Racing Rear and 
Front sprocket powder black 
Recently removed fairing decals 
L/R good first bike JCI expire 
2010. Asking $8000 OBO 
Please email 
trony800 @ yahoo.com 





Yokota, Japan - Out Standing 
Honda 400 Super 4 Great first 
time Bike for new riders in 
Japan. You have to have a 400 
CC for the first year anyways. | 
am about to upgrade. So | want 
to sell this one. Runs, outstand- 
ing, | have taken it on many 
weekend drives with no prob- 
lems. New tires and some small 
parts details of the bike will be 
given when | show you. | have 
had it for almost a year now. If 
interested please contact me. 
JCI until 2011 asking $2000. 
Please email 
cookieslifestyle@ gmail.com or 
call 090-7440-6346 





Motorcycles Wanted165 


Yokota, Japan - Want to buy: 
400CC Sport bike looking for a 
400CC sport bike in fair to good 
condition. Negotiable, Please 
call 08035380545 Alexander 
Barnes 


Baby Items 200 


Yokota, Japan - Kid-dopotamus 
Snuzzler Complete Head and 
Body Support Give Baby proper 
head, neck, and back support 
during car rides with the comfy 
padding Features an adjustable, 
detachable head support that 
adds luxurious comfort to any 
infant seat , Fits in car seats, 
strollers, bouncy seats, swings, 
and joggers, Made of polyester, 
Machine washable (Never used. 
Kind of forgot | had it.) Orig. 
price: $20 Asking price: $15 
Please email 
babyvalerie14@yahoo.com _ or 
call +12108814414 





Yokota, Japan - Maclaren Quest 
stroller Charcoal and Pink Ma- 
claren stroller, purchase Spring 
2008 for $225 Lightly used, it 
has been in storage for the last 
6 months and has_ suffered 
some dirt build-up as a result. 
Other than that, it is perfect. 
Asking $50 Please email 
cjaahanna @ yahoo.com Jessica 





Yokota, Japan - Wooden Baby 
Crib w/steel bed frame Light 
grain wood baby crib w/ 3 height 
adjustments. 8years old, but in 
excellent condition Mattress is in 
good condition. Purchased from 
BX in 2001 Email or call Ken or 
Grace at 210-881-4373. Asking 
$100 OBO 





Zama/sha - looking to buy baby 
items/ baby gear for decent 
price. Please contact Patricia 
Wittsell at 267-6329 or email at 
puertobaby87 @ yahoo.com 


d* 





Baby Items 200 


Yokota, Japan - Prince Lion 
heart Ultimate Wipes Warmer 
On a chilly winter's morning you 
don't want to startle poor baby 
with an ice-cold wipe on his 
warm little bottom. The Prince 
Lion heart Ultimate Wipes 
Warmer keeps the wipes at a 
comfortable temperature, mak- 
ing changing little ones a bit 
more pleasant for both of you. 
The tub is molded with an EPA 
approved additive to _ inhibit 
growth of micro organisms that 
cause odor and mildew. Keeps 
wipes moist, Ever- fresh pillow 
insulates wipes, preventing 
browning, large tub holds all 
standard refill packs for the 
Prince Lion heart Ultimate 
Wipes Warmer, Quick push 
button action, Auto lid for instant 
access to pop up wipes (This is 
slightly used. So you can still 
use the pillow that keeps the 
wipes moist. Asking $20 Please 
+12108814414 Valerie or email 
babyvalerie14 @ yahoo.com 


Bicycles 220 


Atsugi - Cannondale Super V 
900 Mountain Bike for sale 
$1500. Specialized FSR Moun- 
tain Bike $1200. Both bikes are 
in Outstanding Condition. Leav- 
ing Japan 11 Dec so must sale 
at this low price. Call Tim at 
08058963260. 





Yokosuka - Road bicycle 4 sale. 
60Cm Motobecane Le Cham- 
pion Team. KinesiumSL Frame 
Full Ritchey and Dura-Ace com- 
ponents. $1000 OBO. Tom @ 
DSN 243-4672, 046-849-6580 


Books 250 


Yokota, Japan - Algebra and 
Trigonometry Third Edition This 
book's author is Beecher, Pena, 
and Bittinger. This book is in 
great condition. If you have any 
further questions, please let me 
know. Asking $80 OBO Please 
email 090-6701-6316 





Yokota, Japan - Biol101 biology: 
concepts & appl. w/o physiology 
7th'08$60; hrnm300 human re- 
source management 
12thed.$70; MGST 198d a851 - 
the U.S. stock market, random 
walk down wall street $10, Geol 
100- physical geology $45. 
Email me @ 
rainbow84in954 @ yahoo.com 





Yokota, Japan - Communicating 
(A social, career and cultural 
focus) the authors of this book 
are BARCO, Wolvin, and Wol- 
vin. This book is in like new 
condition. If you have any 
further questions, please let me 
know. Asking $70 OBO Please 
e m a i | 
mrmomoney2003@msn.com or 
call 305-537-5241 





Books 250 


Yokota, Japan - Introductory to 
Computers the authors of this 
book are Alan Evans, Kendall 
Martin, and Mary Anne Patsy. 
This book is like new condition. 
If you have any other questions, 
please let me know. Thank you 
and Happy Holidays! Asking $60 
Please emai | 
mrmomoney2003@msn.com or 
call 305-537-5241 





Yokota, Japan - Textbook wan- 
ted for UMUC Acct. 220 Funda- 
mental Accounting Principles 
with Best Buy Annual Report By 
John Wild, Barbara Chiappetta, 
Ken Shaw ISBN-13: 
9780077303204 Edition Num- 
ber: 19 Pub. Date: October 2008 
Publisher: McGraw-Hill Compa- 
nies, Negotiable. Please email 
jenniferaswain@yahoo.com _ or 
call 404-478-4630 


CellularPhones 280 


Germany - Cell phone. Sprint 
HTC Touch Phone $125.00 
Purchased this phone but un- 
able to use it here (no SIM 
card). Phone in AWESOME 
condition, has everything with it... 
previous owner had for less than 
a year and took GREAT care of 
it. | DO know that it is a tri band 
http://www.htc. 
com/www/product/touc — anja- 
nette.arnold @ ramstein.af.mil 


Clothing 320 


Yokota, Japan - PCSi'ing - 
Canvas Garment Bags - Cedar 
Panels PCS'ing and have to 
downsize. A set of 2 they are in 


excellent condition. | bought 
them from Bed, Bath, and 
Beyond 2- Garment natural 


color canvas Garment Bags w/ 
removable Cedar Panels. | used 
one for storing Winter Coats, & 
the other for winter/summer 
season clothing. You can also 
use it to store suits, dresses, 
large coats, shirts, pants, organ- 
ize a closet! | am selling the set 
of 2 for $25.00 (I paid $25 + 
shipping for just one of them.) If 
not home, please leave a 
message. Please call 
916-473-4488 Thank you. 





Yokota, Japan - real leather 
WWII bomber jacket real leather 
replica WWII bomber jacket 
worn twice, with hood Asking 
$125 Please call David 
09067016316 


Computers 360 


Yokota - 1 TB Lacie Ethernet 
Big Disk Network Hard Drive, 
model 301156u. Unopened box. 
$260.00. BX price is $289.99. 
Please email tnutz@ yahoo.com. 


Furniture 510 


Misawa - TV/Stereo cabinet 
60x55x21, asking $100 or offer. 
29 inch CRT TV, $50. Contact 
Rick Jones 080-3725-1849. 





Furniture 510 


Yokosuka, Japan - Sleeper 
couch and love seat set - Only 1 
yr old. Sits 5 people and turns to 
bed. Negotiable price. Contact 
samuel.soto@gmail.com — or 
080-4175-4333. 





Yokota, Japan - Bunk bed 
without madras's (doesn't matter 
if it's metal or wood). Please 
e m a i | 
theresebringeland @ hotmail.com 





Yokota, Japan - IKEA High chair 
w/tray GREAT condition! White 
plastic, (can take the legs off 
easily). Tray easily comes on/- 
off, makes it easier to clean it! 
Lap belt including. Blow-up 
cushion (designed for this high 
chair) that u can use when the 
baby needs a little support to sit 
up. Asking $17 Please email 
theresebringeland @ hotmail.com 





Yokota, Japan - Japanese long 
wooden entertainment center 
This item is very nice it's about 7 
feet long, 3-4 ft high, has lots of 
space to put DVD player and 
video game console, DVD and 
other things. | have no room for 
it. Asking $30 Please email 
mailani_4@yahoo.com or call 
9164734514 





Yokota, Japan - Living room 
furniture set 4 Piece black couch 
set willing to sell all for $500 
total. Trying to make room for 
new furniture asking $500 
Please call 314-558-3436 





Yokota, Japan - Love Sac -The 
Big One Black covers on large 
Love Sac: http://www.lovesac. 
com/bigone.asp Use as a 
couch, bed, or extra chair, it is 
amazingly comfortable! Just flip 
it over when it starts getting flat. 
Asking $400 Please email 
cjaahanna @ yahoo.com Jessica 





Yokota, Japan - Selling King 
Size bed Declaration Mattress 
and box spring with frame. 
Asking 500.00 or best offer Call 
080-5015-7399 Asking $500 
Please emai | 
lItva5260@yahoo.com or call 1 
314 735-1005 





Yokota, Japan - Toddler Bed 
Used for about a year. In good 
condition Please call 1-612- 
524-6550 and look for Mike or 
Jem. Asking $65 OBO Please 
email mzillmer@msn.com or call 
090-9105-5707 





Yokota, Japan - Toddler Safety 
Fence and Safety Gates Cus- 
tom assembly toddler safety 
fence with 13 segments (each 
segment 25.5"H x 32"L). See 
photo. 2 Safety Gates pur- 
chased at Joyful Honda (6 
months old) with extenders 35" 
high. Fits halls or doorways 35" - 
44" wide, asking $25.00 for each 
gate and $50.00 fence $90.00 
for all Email or call Ken or Grace 
at 210-881-4373 Asking $90 
Please email 
thedoctor69 @ gmail.com 





Zama - For Sale - Four piece 
leather sectional sofa, brown. 
$500 OBO - Will deliver within 
Kanto Plain area. 090 3697 
0187 





Furniture 510 


Yokota, Japan - Wooden king 
size bed frame. Solid oak with 
pine supports underneath. 
Used, but good shape nice bed. 
We recently bought new bed- 
room set and have no need for 
it. Asking $100, make offer. 
Mattress and box spring not 
included. Asking $100 OBO 
Please emai | 
notyoume69@msn.com or call 
1-623-734-9663 


Furniture/Appliances 511 


Yokosuka, Japan - Big Dehu- 
midifier - less than 1 year old. 
Negotiable, $150 OBO. Contact 
samuel.soto@gmail.com — or 
080-41 75-4333. 





Yokosuka, Japan - Conventional 
oven (medium size) and toaster 
oven (small size) - less than 1 
year old. Negotiable, $200 OBO. 
Contact samuel. 





soto@gmail.com or 
080-4175-4333. 
Yokosuka, Japan - medium 


sized refrigerator - less than 1 
year old. Negotiable, $150 OBO. 
Contact samuel. 
soto@gmail.com or 
080-4175-4333. 





Yokota, Japan - Japanese Sa- 
nyo Washer Used twice | am 
selling this Japanese washer 
made by Sanyo. It is nearly 
brand new. | washed two loads 
of laundry with it since | bought 
it brand new. | have’ two 
washers so | am selling this one 
because | really don't need it. 
This is perfect for those of you 
living off the base and need a 
washer or for any Japanese 
person who would like to buy it. | 
will deliver it to your house as 
well. This washer is 7.0KG 
which is larger than most of 
them you see which are usually 
5.0KG. If you would like to buy it 
please call me and leave a 
message or email me. Asking 
$350 OBO Please email chris_ 





japan0O3@yahoo.com or call 
080-1169-5088 Chris 

Yokota, Japan - PCSiing- 
Honeywell Tower Air Purifier 


PCS'ING and have to downsize 
now. White — color-Honeywell 
Tower Quiet Clean Air Purifier 
w/ Permanent Filter (just vac- 
uum to clean) Filters out smoke, 
dust, pollen, cat dander, mold 
spores, and more. For extra air 
cleaning, there's also an lonizer 
button that you can turn on. 
Please call 916-473-4488 





Yokota, Japan - Sunbeam Mixer 
w 275 watt motor and stand. 
Asking $30 Please 
080-1057-7991 


Household Items 560 


Yokota, Japan - New Cake Mold 
Nordic Ware Aluminum Bake 
ware Castle Cake Mold Asking 
$10 Please call 7736347740 
Rex 





Household Items 560 


Yokota, Japan - PCS'ing-all 
sports Lamp for Boy or Girl have 
to downsize now. Excellent 
condition - All Sports Lamp w/ 
Light Oak Base The pull string 
for the lamp to turn on/off is a 
whistle -very cute. The lamp 
shade is actually made of a 
durable canvas. I'm so sorry, | 
do not have pictures. Please call 
to see in person. Priced to go 
now-$30.00 (really nice) If not 
home, please leave a message 
916-473-4488 must go. Thank 
you. 


Home Electronics 570 


Ikego, Japan - 42" Sony Plasma 
TV, 5.1 Sony sound system, 
Sony DVD player, Busch Home 
entertainment center with 
matching towers. | paid over 
$3,800, only asking $1,300 
OBO. Only selling as a bundle. 
Buyer must pick up. 246-5935 or 
08056732478 ask for Dan. If not 
home leave a message. 





Yokosuka, Japan - SHARP 
AQUOS LCD HDTV 46in - less 
than 1 year old. Negotiable, 
$600 OBO. Contact samuel. 
soto@gmail.com or 
080-4175-4333. 





Yokota, Japan - 36" JVC TV 36 
inch CRT TV. Works great but 
upgrading to a LCD asking, 
$100 OBO Please’ email 
bigmac @tokyo.email.ne.jp or 
call 080-1057-7991 


Sunday, December 27, 2009 


Home Electronics 570 


Yokota, Japan - iPod Classic 
80GB black just received in the 
mail 3months after ordering from 
Amazon. So | already went and 
bought another one. Basically 
brand new. Few minor scuffs on 
back silver part; none on screen 
(has a screen protector). In- 
cludes box, earphones (new) 
and USB cable Also has a hard 
case (black and red) Asking 
$190 Please email 
Issusweetp @ yahoo.com 





Yokota, Japan - Kenwood Tow- 
er Speakers LS-V710 -3 Way 4 
Speaker Setup -180W Peak 
Input Power -8 ohms Asking 
$75.00 OBO. Please call 1-425- 
999-8508 Michael 





Yokota, Japan - Original Play- 
Station 2 -8MB Memory Card- 
One Controller Analog-Grand 
Theft Auto: San Andreas-Power 
and RCA cords asking $50 
Please call 1-425-999-8508 





Yokota, Japan ~-_ Philips 
50PFP5332D/37 Widescreen 
Flat Plasma TV 50" with Pixel 
Plus 3 HD, Panel resolution 
1366 x 768p, Brightness 1200 
CD/m, Contrast ratio 10000:1, 
Aspect ratio 16:9, Viewing angle 
(horizontal) 160 degree, Viewing 
angle (vertical) 160 degree 
(50PFP5332D37 
50PFP5332D-37 50PFP5332 
50PFP5332D) TV is in excellent 
condition! Asking $ 999.99 OBO 
Please email matthew.kline- 
@yokota.af.mil or call 
080-5013-9877 





Yokota, Japan - 42" Panasonic 
TV This is a real nice TV. | have 
no more use for it because | just 
bought two new TV'S and have 
no more space for this one. The 
TV is in perfect condition and | 
bought a little over a year ago 
but rarely turned it on. | live in 
off base and my apartment is 
small so this TV was too large 
for the space | have. Please call 
me on my cell phone and leave 
a message if | don't answer. 
Also feel free to email me. 
Asking $550 Please email chris_ 
japan0O3@yahoo.com or call 
080-1 169-5088 





Yokota, Japan - Canon GL2 
presumes camcorder outstand- 
ing professional quality video 
camera built in stereo Mic., hot 
shoe for more mics. Or accesso- 
ry, manual audio control, man- 
ual exposure control, many 
features. Available steady cam 
for camera as well at an 
additional price comes with hard 
case, remote, charger, battery, 
and 2 brand new tapes, Wire- 
less lavaliere microphone also 
available Asking $850 Please 
email grant@flsimages.com or 
call 080-3755-3434 





Yokota, Japan - Entertainment 
center w/ big screen TV 5000bo 
Please email 
heavenlycm @ yahoo.com or call 
6013262447 Celeste 





Yokota, Japan - Kenwood Tow- 
er Speakers LS-V710 -3 Way 4 
Speaker Setup-180W Peak In- 
put Power-8 ohms Asking $ 
75.00 OBO Please call 1-425- 
999-8508 





Yokota, Japan - PS2 - Great 
Condition- last time played was 
maybe 8 months ago. Has been 
collecting dust Comes with 2 
controllers priced to go now: $60 
firm Please Email 
rkjnsingleton @ yahoo.com 





Yokota, Japan - Samsung sur- 
round sound this is a 5 disc 
DVD 5.1 surround sound system 
with wireless rear speakers. 
Excellent condition! Asking 
$300.00 OBO please email 
matthew.kline @ yokota.af.mil or 
call 080-5013-9877 





Yokota, Japan - 
Digital TV. Model LC-22AD, 
Analog/Digital/BS/CS tuners, 
Power cable, Remote control, 
User's manual No _ scratches. 
Like new, asking ¥27,000. E- 


Sharp 22" 


mail, or call Curt at 
090-1466-1045. Asking $ 
27,000 Yen. Please email 


curthunter_2000 @ yahoo.com 





Yokota, Japan - Sony Wega 
Trinitron 27" TV As is no 
warranty of course. 5+ yrs old 
Buyer must pick-up. Asking $50 
Please emai | 
medinaj78@gmail.com or call 
8503904299 





Yokota, Japan - Toshiba 42 inch 
Plasma television (720P). We 
purchased this TV for $1200, 
selling for $625. We just upgra- 
ded and no longer have room 
for this one, great condition we 
still have all original packaging, 
manuals, and box, Asking $625 
OBO. Please call 407-373-1354 
Courtney 





Home Electronics 570 


Yokota, Japan - Xbox 360 Elite 
with Everything + Games! Xbox 
360 Elite with 120G HD Manu- 
facture date is May 15 2008. All 
cables included. Comes with 
LED, modded controller, clear 
case controller and pink control- 
ler Games included MW2, 
Gears of War 2, Vegas 2, 
Morrow Wind, Bio shock, CoD4 
and many more! Serious buyers 
only! Asking $500 | must sell 
ASAP! Call 080.6673.1820 





Yokota, Japan - Xbox guitar 
hero 2 guitar's, mike and drums 
Asking $40 OBO 
mailani_4@yahoo.com or call 
9164734514 


Jewelry 610 


Yokota, Japan - Cubic Zirconi- 
um Bracelet - A shining silver 
bracelet that goes with just 
about any outfit. Easy to get on 
and off with one hand but stays 
latched tight! Perfect Christmas 
gift: D asking $15 please call 
903-386-0550 Sarah 


Musical Instruments 740 


Yokota, Japan - Beginner Caus- 
tic Guitar. Practically new guitar 
with soft case and tuner, used 
maybe twice, Asking $100 OBO 
Please email 
g_deleon20 @yahoo.com or call 
080-2094-7746 





Yokota, Japan - Electric Guitar 
and Amp Bought second hand 
off-base. Crystal style guitar 
looks cool but | do not use it, 
Paid over $300.00 off base this 
summer asking $200. Please 
email f100302@yahoo.com or 
call 080-3272-5518 


Outdoor Living 715 


Yokota, Japan - Murray 
Lawnmower! Well maintained 
and runs great! | have used it for 
2 seasons now. Hurry while it 
lasts! Asking $50 Please email 
ray3tia3@yahoo.com or call 1- 
623-734-9675 





Yokota, Japan - Outdoor patio 
swing-really good condition Ask- 
ing $65 Please call 2108814404 


PCS Sale 780 


Yokota, Japan - Oak Entertain- 
ment Center Over weight on our 
PCS move, must lighten load. 
Retails for $650 also have 
Toyota Camry nice car $1000 
and it still has over one year 
JCI. Roger or  Mechi 
702-946-6078 Asking $100 
OBO 


EDUCATION FOCUS 


INNOVATIVE COURSES HELP YOU 
MOVE TOWARD SUCCESS. 


Offering a broad range of cutting-edge classes, UMUC has earned 
a worldwide reputation for excellence as a comprehensive virtual 


Oya 


Certificate, Associate's and Bachelor's 
programs available. 
Enroll now. Visit asia.umuc.edu/contacts 


Spring Session 1 starts January 18 


university, also offering classes on the ground in U.S. military 
environments worldwide. 


Contact your local UMUC Field Representative today, and find out 
why UMUC is the educational choice for adult students worldwide. 


Be=a UMUC 


University of Maryland University College 


Copyright © 2009 University of Maryland University College 


Twitter: umucasia 
Facebook: University of Maryland University College Asia 
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Jobs Offered 630 


U.S. Army Medical Department Activity, Japan 
Camp Zama, Japan 


Physical Therapist, Intermittent (240 hours) 


* Provides physical therapy service in the areas of physical disabilities 
and neuromuscular dysfunctions in patients ranging from 
adolescence to the very elderly. 


Qualifications: 

* A Bachelor's degree or higher in Physical Therapy from an accredited 
school in the United States. 

+ Two years clinical physical therapy experience with training in manual 
therapy skills is preferred. 

+ Must have a permanent, full, and unrestricted license to practice 
physical therapy in a State, District of Columbia, the Commonwealth 
of Puerto Rico, or a territory of the United States. 


Other Requirements: 

+ This position requires a signed statement due to requirements of 
seasonal influenza vaccination as a condition of employment’ 
Selection of a non-current employee will be withdrawn due to refusal 
of seasonal influenza vaccination. If refusal is due to medical and/or 
religious reasons, a statement from a creditable source is required. 


This is a contract position open to SOFA status applicants. Resumes 
may be sent to yoshiyasu.Aoki@us.army.mil. 


ALL applicants shall register in the Central Contractor Registration 
(CCR) which can be found at www.ccr.gov. Individuals not CCR 
registered are not eligible for a Government contract. 








Pets 820 


Yokota, Japan - bicolor Salt 
water fish 1 inch long asking $7 
Please emai | 
mdfisherman@hotmail.com — or 
call (323)338-7553 


Yokota, Japan - Bunnies for 
FREE for Christmas! Bunnies 
make great indoor or outdoor 
pets. Besides being cute and 
cuddly, they are easily house- 
broken and trained to use a litter 
box. They can also withstand 
cold as long as they stay dry. 
We have had a litter of bunnies. 
Families in the neighborhood 
got most of our bunnies but we 
still have 2 left: a gray one, and 
a white one with a brown racing 
stripe. Free to a good home. 
Please email copes @writeme. 
com or call 1-801-983-0655 
John 








Yokota, Japan -Urgent Sweet 
Older Dog Needs Home FREE. 
Please help is out Yokota! Max 
is a Scottish terrier mix and has 
lived at Yokota for almost ten 
years. He is old and needs a 
good loving family that will take 
him out to potty and otherwise 
he is out of the way. We PSC in 
a week and he needs someone 
to help him make the best of his 
last years :) Please e-mail 
morgian18 @hotmail.com or call 
214-261-6346 





Pets 820 


Yokota, Japan - JKC registered 
female Jack Russell Puppy. We 
are not breeders, we bought her 
for ourselves, but we are unable 
to keep up with her and our 
other Jack Russell. She was 
born 5 Sep 2009, so she is a 
litle more than three months 
old. Very loving puppy, Comes 
with large kennel, and most 
accessories needed. Already 
been to Vet on base and will get 
her third set of shots next week. 
We _ bought off base for 
$1200.00. Asking $400.00 Call 
Jason or Ann at 901-273-9889 
or 080-4085-2423 





Yokota, Japan - PCS'ing-Mix 
pup needs a home. (Dante) He 
is a 2yo mix. He is very loving 
and affectionate. Has a loving 
and protective personality. He is 
great with children, as long as 
they are not pinchers/fur pullers. 
He loves to play, and does so 
without biting or nipping. Loves 
to play 1-on-1 or fetch. All shots 
are up to date and had both 
American/Japanese chips, nev- 
er been ill or injured. Great dog, 
but unfortunately cannot take to 
our next duty station. Asking 
$300 Please email douglas. 
krzywdzinski@ yokota.af.mil or 
call 305-537-5225 





Pets 820 


Yokota, Japan - PCSing-Italian 
Greyhound needs a home. (Ali) 
He is a 3year old _ Italian 
greyhound. He is an affectionate 
and obedient dog once you 
instill yourself as the alpha. He 
loves to show affection, and is 
really mellow and laid back. It is 
best that if you have children 
that he is not roughed up, as 
Italians are known to be some- 
what fragile, and cannot take a 
lot of weight landing on one of 
their legs. He is up to date on all 
shots and is chipped and 
neutered. He would take well to 
someone who can have a good 
walking/restroom break times, 
Askin Please 
call805-537-5225 or email doug- 
las.krzywdzinski @ yokota.af.mil 
if you have any questions. 


Pet Accessories 822 


Yokota, Japan - Aquarium stand 
for 90 cm tank 150 liters Used 
stand Asking $50 Please email 
mdfisherman@hotmail.com — or 
call (323)338-7553 





Pet Accessories 822 


Yokota, Japan - Large Ferret 
Cage. | got this cage from joyful 
Honda and it has everything, 
paid 265,000yen. | will be 
PCS'ing on the 15th of Decem- 
ber Make an offer Please email 
a_jacque@hotmail.com or call 
718-725-7368 





Yokota, Japan - Used fish tanks 
for sale--accessories not inclu- 
ded this is just for the tanks: 
60cm x 22cm $25.00 40cm x 
26cm $15.00 both for $35.00 
Asking $35 Please email 
mdfisherman@hotmail.com — or 
call (323)338-7553 


Photography 830 


Yokota, Japan - Nikon D-40 w/ 
18-55mm lens, Nikon Camera 
Bag and 4G memory card 
perfect condition (only 6 months 
old) we just upgraded to a 
D-5000. Camera bag is brand 
new, never used. Asking $ 
$449. Please email —runni- 
ngrl@hotmail.com or _ call 
512-275-4825 
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Toys 945 


Yokota, Japan - Dora pull-string 
pinata this is a _ brand-new 
pull-string pinata with tags still 
attached. Asking $10 Please call 
813-200-9352 


Sporting Goods _980 


Yokota, Japan - Golf Clubs - 
Nicklaus n1 3-SW Nicklaus n1 
golf clubs, 3-SW, steel shaft. 
Also a Knight two-way chipper 
and a Maruman Persimmon 
Driver, graphite shaft asking $75 
Please call 090-6315-7233 





Yokota, Japan - PROFORM 560 
treadmill practically brand new, 
just a couple of months old. It 
comes with a pair of 2 lbs. 
dumbbells. Asking $300 OBO 
Please emai | 
smrntm1127 @yahoo.com or call 
904-229-0534 





Yokota, Japan - Snowboarding 
Equipment Complete! Selling 
my Burton snowboard, Burton 
bindings, helmet, Oakley Gog- 
gles, boots and spider snow 
suit! Email me for more details! 
Asking $ 3000 please email 
muayjitsu1222@gmail.com call 
5093430802 Tyler 





Pace 29 


Miscellaneous 1040 


Yokota, Japan - Christmas Tree 
Artificial Christmas Tree, 7.5 
feet Singapore Fir, green with 
metal stand. Looks real only 





used once $40. Call 
702-946-6024 
Yokota, Japan - PCS'ing - 


FLOOR JACK for sale clearing 
out shed! MVP Super Lift 4000 
pound hydraulic floor jack must 
sell now: $40.00 Please leave a 
message if not home. Please 
call 916-473-4488 Thank you. 





Yokota, Japan - Used DVD's for 
SALE! 1000 yen each or ALL for 
5000 yen + a bunch of FREE 
pirated DVDs (trying to get rid of 
them)! Collect in person-Grab 
‘me before someone else does! 
Shanghai Noon & Shanghai 
Knights Pathfinder Unrated | 
Know Who Killed Me, Dave 
Chappelle live Dynamite Warri- 
or, The Heart break Kid, The Ex 
Matchstick Men. Asking $ 
1000yen Please call 
080-4056-0589 


Exercise Your Brain 


Daily all-American 
amusement in... 


STARS STRIPES. 


Word puzzles, Sudoku, horoscope 
...trom Dear Abby to Dilbert... 


News About You 





Covering all the bases and the military 







issues that atfect you. 


Nowhere else b 





ut IN... 


STARSW:2éSTRIPES. 
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Sunday, December 27, 2009 








A NEWSPAPER FOR OUR MILITARY 


Independent News for the U.S. Military Community 
Whenever They Fight and Wherever They Live 


The first Stars and Stripes 
was produced by Union 
soldiers during the Civil 
War. Using the facilities 
of a captured newspaper 
plant in Bloomfield, Mo., 
they ran off a one-page pa- 
per. That was our debut in 
1861. 


Stars and Stripes was re- 
vived during World War I. 
Our first edition appeared 
in Paris on February 8, 
1918. Produced weekly by 
an all-military staff, the 
paper served the doughboys of the American Expeditionary 
Force (AEF), under General of the Armies John J. Pershing. 





The newspaper ceased printing when the war ended, but 24 
years later, on April 18, 1942, Stars and Stripes enjoyed a 
second renaissance. During World War II, a small group of 
servicemen began publishing a four-page weekly Stars and 
Stripes in London. The enterprising group quickly established 
an audience. 


They sold each copy for “tuppence” (two English pence or 
about 5 cents) and in no time doubled their page count to eight 
pages, printing daily instead of weekly. 


The first edition of Stars and Stripes published during World War II 
featured an interview with Gen. George C. Marshall, Army Chief 
of Staff. Marshall quoted Gen. Pershing, World War I Commander 
of the AEF, who said that Stripes had been a major factor in sus- 
taining morale. 


Stars and Stripes also found a special champion and protector 
in Gen. Dwight D. Eisenhower, Supreme Allied Command- 


RECOGNIZED FOR EXCELLENCE 
* 2006 Scripps NAA ACME Award for Excellence 





er. Eisenhower enforced a 
hands-off policy in regard to 
Stars and Stripes that contin- 
ues to the present day. 


tes Tee aS ae EG Fy el 


VICTORY 


Nagas Reveal ed 


To Western Allies, Rumcig | Operations expanded, fol- 


lowing GIs to the battlefront 
to bring them the news. Dur- 
ing the war, Stars and Stripes 
published as many as 32 
separate editions, with page 
counts running as high as 24 
pages per issue. 


At one time, Stars and Stripes 
had as many as 25 printing 
locations in Europe, North Africa, the Middle East and the 
Pacific. 


The Pacific edition was launched a week after VE day (Vic- 
tory in Europe, May 8, 1945). 


In the years that followed World War II, Stripes reporters 
and photographers continued to join American troops in the 
field. Throughout the Korean and Vietnam conflicts, Stars and 
Stripes published the news. The paper was there in the 1990s 
during Operations Desert Shield, Desert Storm, and Provide 
Comfort and in Bosnia and Kosovo. 


From the outset of Operation Enduring Freedom, in 2003, 
Stars and Stripes was there to report first-hand. The war in 
Afghanistan continues to receive steady coverage. And during 
Operation Iraqi Freedom, Stripes reporters have embedded 
with military units in Kuwait and Iraq, as well as on Navy 
ships in the region. 


As the hometown newspaper for service members, govern- 
ment civilians and their families in Europe, the Middle East 


* Scripps Howard Foundation National Journalism Award — First Amendment, Finalist 2004 


* 2004 Excellence in Journalism Award (American Legion) - 


Ground Truth Series 


* Multiple awards for overseas coverage from the Military Reporters and Editors Association 
* 2004 Editor and Publisher Photo of the Year — Honorable Mention 
* Distinguished Reporting, Society of Professional Journalists’ Sigma Delta Chi Award 


and the Pacific, Stars and 
Stripes offers the same type 
of national and international 
news, sports and opinion 
columns found in newspa- 
pers in the United States. 


A weekly comprised exclu- 
sively of Stars and Stripes 
reports from around the 
world launched in Decem- 
ber 2008 to serve service 
members who have returned 
to the United States from 
overseas tours. 





Stripes.com offers all five daily editions online and serves 
over 3.0 million page views monthly. 


Washington, DC, today hosts our central offices, where five 
separate editions are composed and transmitted daily, then 
sent out to 12 remote printing facilities in Spain, Germany, 
Italy, Japan, South Korea, Afghanistan, Bahrain, Iraq, Kuwait 
and Djibouti. 


We have also launched five advertising weeklies (in US., 
Okinawa, Guam, Kanto Plain and UK) designed to serve the 
needs of their respective military communities. 


Starting in 2008, and for the first time since the Civil War, 
Stars and Stripes is publishing in the United States in partner- 
ship with commercial newspaper publishers who serve com- 
munities with large military populations. For now the paper’s 
availability is limited to the Fredericksburg, Virginia area, 
as Stars and Stripes distributes its publication with The Free 
Lance-Star. 
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Your Hometown Newspaper 


529 14th Street NW - Suite 350 
Washington, DC 20045-1301 
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“STARS AND STRIPES? 


NBA scoreboard 


Eastern Conference 


Atlantic Division 
WwW L Pct GB 


Boston 22 5 815 —- 
Toronto 14 17 .452 = 10 
New York 11 18 .379 12 
Philadelphia 7 21 .250 15% 
New Jersey 2 27 .069 21 
Southeast Division 
Orlando 22 7 759 — 
Atlanta 20 8 714 1% 
Miami 15 12 .556 6 
Charlotte 11 16 .407 10 
Washington 10 17 .370 11 
Central Division 
Cleveland 22 8 733 - 
Milwaukee 12 15 .444 8% 
Detroit 11 18 .379 10% 
Chicago 10 17 .370 10% 
Indiana 9 18 .333 11% 


Western Conference 


Southwest Division 
WwW L Pct GB 


Dallas 20 9 690 —- 
Houston 17 12 586 3 
San Antonio 15 11 .577 3% 
New Orleans 13 14 .481 6 
Memphis 13 15 464 6% 
Northwest Division 
Denver 20 9 690 — 
Portland 19 12 613 2 
Utah 16 13 .552 4 
Oklahoma City 14 14 .500 5% 
Minnesota 6 24 .200 14% 
Pacific Division 
L.A. Lakers 23 4 852 —- 
Phoenix 18 11 621 6 
Sacramento 13 15 .464 10% 
L.A. Clippers 12. 16 .429 11% 
Golden State 7 21 .250 16% 


Wednesday’s games 
Orlando 102, Houston 87 
Toronto 94, Detroit 64 
Minnesota 103, New Jersey 99 
Miami 80, Utah 70 
Washington 109, Milwaukee 97 
New Orleans 108, Golden State 102 
Portland 98, San Antonio 94 
Denver 124, Atlanta 104 
Oklahoma City 117, Phoenix 113 
Cleveland 117, Sacramento 104, OT 

Thursday’s games 
No games scheduled 

Friday’s games 

Miami 93, New York 87 
Boston at Orlando 
Cleveland at L.A. Lakers 
L.A. Clippers at Phoenix 
Denver at Portland 

Saturday’s games 
Memphis at Dallas 
Atlanta at Indiana 
Houston at New Jersey 
New Orleans at Chicago 
Charlotte at Oklahoma City 
Washington at Minnesota 
San Antonio at Milwaukee 
Philadelphia at Utah 
L.A. Lakers at Sacramento 
Phoenix at Golden State 


Wednesday 
Magic 102, Rockets 87 


HOUSTON — Battier 1-4 2-2 5, Scola 
7-14 0-0 14, Hayes 3-5 2-2 8, Brooks 5-14 
3-3 17, Ariza 1-10 4-4 6, McGrady 1-4 0-0 
2, Landry 8-11 4-4 20, Andersen 0-3 0-0 0, 
Lowry 5-12 2-4 13, Taylor 1-5 0-0 2, Cook 
0-0 0-0 0, Harris 0-0 0-0 0. Totals 32-82 17- 
19 87. 

ORLANDO — Pietrus 3-7 0-0 6, Lewis 5- 
11 1-2 15, Howard 5-7 3-4 13, Nelson 6-11 
1-2 15, Carter 6-16 5-5 18, Anderson 5-10 
1-2 14, Williams 2-5 0-0 4, Barnes 4-8 0-0 
8, Redick 3-9 2-2 9, Gortat 0-1 0-0 0. Totals 
39-85 13-17 102. 


Houston 22 30 13 22— 87 
Orlando 34 21 23 24—102 
Three-Point Goals—Houston 6-20 


(Brooks 4-8, Lowry 1-3, Battier 1-3, Taylor 
0-1, Andersen 0-2, Ariza 0-3), Orlando 11- 
29 (Lewis 4-7, Anderson 3-7, Nelson 2-3, 
Redick 1-3, Carter 1-5, Barnes 0-1, Wil- 
liams 0-1, Pietrus 0-2). Fouled Out—None. 
Rebounds—Houston 44 (Ariza 7), Orlan- 
do 58 (Howard 20). Assists—Houston 15 
(Brooks, Battier 4), Orlando 21 (Williams 
6). Total Fouls—Houston 20, Orlando 17. 
Technicals—Brooks, Orlando defensive 
three second. A—17,461 (17,461). 


Heat 80, Jazz 70 


UTAH — Miles 1-9 0-0 2, Boozer 6-14 2- 
3 14, Okur 2-8 5-6 9, Williams 7-10 3-4 18, 
Brewer 1-4 1-2 3, Millsap 2-6 0-0 4, Price 
3-6 0-0 6, Kirilenko 2-6 3-48, Matthews 2-7 
0-2 4, Koufos 1-2 0-0 2, Fesenko 0-0 0-0 0. 
Totals 27-72 14-21 70. 

MIAMI — Richardson 4-8 1-2 11, Bea- 
sley 2-10 1-2 5, O’Neal 1-3 0-0 2, Arroyo 
3-6 1-1 7, Wade 12-28 5-6 29, Haslem 5-9 
2-2 12, Anthony 2-5 4-5 8, Wright 0-6 0-0 0, 
Chalmers 2-11 0-0 6, Jones 0-0 0-0 0, Cook 
0-0 0-0 0. Totals 31-86 14-18 80. 

Utah 16 14 19 21—70 
Miami 19 13 31 17—80 

Three-Point Goals—Utah 2-11 (Wil- 
liams 1-1, Kirilenko 1-3, Okur 0-2, Mat- 
thews 0-2, Miles 0-3), Miami 4-15 
(Richardson 2-5, Chalmers 2-5, Wade 
0-1, Wright 0-4). Fouled Out—None. Re- 
bounds—Utah 55 (Boozer 8), Miami 56 
(Haslem 11). Assists—Utah 19 (Williams 
6), Miami 11 (Wade 5). Total Fouls—Utah 
18, Miami 22. A—19,600 (19,600). 


Timberwolves 103, Nets 99 


MINNESOTA — Wilkins 5-11 3-3 14, Love 
5-13 3-3 13, Jefferson 13-23 1-2 27, Flynn 
9-19 3-4 22, Brewer 7-11 3-4 17, Jawai 1-3 
0-0 2, Ellington 3-6 0-0 6, Pavlovic 0-2 0-0 
0, Cardinal 0-0 0-0 0, Hollins 0-2 0-0 0, Ses- 
sions 1-2 0-0 2. Totals 44-92 13-16 103. 

NEW JERSEY — Hassell 1-3 2-2 4, 
Boone 1-6 1-2 3, Lopez 2-8 5-10 9, Harris 
9-17 5-6 23, Lee 8-16 1-1 20, Yi 7-12 4-4 22, 
T.Williams 0-3 2-2 2, Dooling 5-10 0-0 12, 
Battie 1-2 2-2 4. Totals 34-77 22-29 99. 

Minnesota 27 25 24 27—103 
New Jersey 23 25 26 25— 99 

Three-Point Goals—Minnesota 2-12 
(Wilkins 1-4, Flynn 1-5, Brewer 0-1, Pav- 
lovic 0-2), New Jersey 9-17 (Yi 4-6, Lee 3- 
4, Dooling 2-4, T.Williams 0-1, Harris 0-2). 
Fouled Out—Jefferson. Rebounds—Min- 
nesota 54 (Love 16), New Jersey 47 (Lo- 
pez 10). Assists—Minnesota 23 (Flynn 5), 
New Jersey 24 (Harris 8). Total Fouls— 
Minnesota 26, New Jersey 15. A—10,204 
(18,974). 


Raptors 94, Pistons 64 


TORONTO — Turkoglu 4-9 0-0 11, Bosh 
4-5 4-4 12, Bargnani 9-15 1-2 21, Jack 4-7 
4-4 14, DeRozan 2-5 2-2 6, Weems 3-7 0-0 
6, Johnson 3-6 3-6 9, Banks 1-2 1-2 3, Be- 
linelli 4-8 0-0 9, Mensah-Bonsu 1-1 1-2 3. 
Totals 35-65 16-22 94. 

DETROIT — Jerebko 2-9 5-6 10, Maxiell 
4-12 2-2 10, Wallace 2-5 0-2 4, Atkins 0-3 2- 
2 2, Stuckey 3-13 2-2 8, Bynum 6-14 0-2 12, 
Wilcox 4-10 3-6 11, Villanueva 0-7 0-0 0, 
Daye 1-5 0-0 2, Summers 2-8 1-2 5, Brown 
0-0 0-0 0. Totals 24-86 15-24 64. 


Toronto 25 29 20 20—94 
Detroit 21 16 14 13—64 
Three-Point Goals—Toronto 8-15 


(Turkoglu 3-5, Jack 2-3, Bargnani 2-4, Be- 
linelli 1-1, Weems 0-1, Banks 0-1), Detroit 
1-9 VJerebko 1-4, Atkins 0-1, Summers 0- 
2, Villanueva 0-2). Fouled Out—None. Re- 
bounds—Toronto 48 (Bosh 9), Detroit 59 
(Wallace 10). Assists—Toronto 26 (Turk- 
oglu 11), Detroit 10 (Bynum, Stuckey 3). 
Total Fouls—Toronto 24, Detroit 22. A— 
19,396 (22,076). 


Hornets 108, Warriors 102 


GOLDEN STATE — Watson 2-7 0-0 5, 
Maggette 8-12 6-6 22, Randolph 5-14 2-2 
12, Curry 6-13 2-2 17, Ellis 15-26 5-8 35, 
Morrow 4-9 1-2 10, Radmanovic 0-3 1-2 1. 
Totals 40-84 17-22 102. 

NEW ORLEANS — Stojakovic 4-9 4-4 13, 
West 6-13 2-2 14, Okafor 4-17 2-3 10, Paul 
8-17 3-6 20, D.Brown 4-12 1-1 11, J.Wright 
4-6 0-0 8, Collison 2-4 2-2 6, Posey 1-3 2-2 
5, Songaila 3-7 2-2 8, Thornton 2-3 0-0 5, 
B.Brown 2-5 2-2 8. Totals 40-96 20-24 108. 

Golden State 26 30 24 22-102 
New Orleans 27 +31 27 23-108 

Three-Point Goals—Golden State 5-18 
(Curry 3-5, Morrow 1-3, Watson 1-5, Rad- 
manovic 0-2, Ellis 0-3), New Orleans 8-17 
(D.Brown 2-3, B.Brown 2-5, Stojakovic 1-1, 
Thornton 1-1, Posey 1-3, Paul 1-3, Collison 
0-1). Fouled Out—Maggette. Rebounds— 
Golden State 45 (Maggette, Curry 10), 
New Orleans 64 (Okafor 14). Assists— 
Golden State 17 (Curry 7), New Orleans 
22 (Paul 7). Total Fouls—Golden State 22, 
New Orleans 20. A—14,391 (17,188). 


Wizards 109, Bucks 97 


WASHINGTON — Butler 9-16 5-5 23, 
Jamison 7-12 10-11 25, Haywood 2-4 1-2 5, 
Arenas 5-14 7-8 18, Foye 4-8 3-3 12, Young 
1-1 1-2 4, Oberto 0-0 0-0 0, Blatche 2-5 1-1 
5, Boykins 5-7 3-3 15, McGuire 1-1 0-0 2. 
Totals 36-68 31-35 109. 

MILWAUKEE — Delfino 1-7 0-0 3, Ilyas- 
Ova 1-8 1-2 4, Bogut 5-13 2-2 12, Jennings 
3-9 0-0 7, Redd 8-21 15-15 32, Ridnour 2-4 
0-0 5, Warrick 1-4 3-4 5, Mbah a Moute 3-6 
5-8 11, Bell 6-15 2-2 14, Meeks 1-1 0-0 2, 
Thomas 1-2 0-0 2. Totals 32-90 28-33 97. 


Washington 37 20 24 28-109 
Milwaukee 27 25 23 22-97 
Three-Point Goals—Washington' 6- 


10 (Boykins 2-2, Jamison 1-1, Young 1-1, 
Foye 1-2, Arenas 1-3, Butler 0-1), Milwau- 
kee 5-25 (Ridnour 1-2, Jennings 1-4, Redd 
1-5, Delfino 1-5, Ilyasova 1-5, Bell 0-4). 
Fouled Out—None. Rebounds—Wash- 
ington 50 Gamison, Butler 10), Milwau- 
kee 49 (Bogut 9). Assists—Washington 
20 (Arenas 9), Milwaukee 22 (Meeks, 
Mbah a Moute, Delfino, Redd 3). Total 
Fouls—Washington 30, Milwaukee 31. 
Technicals— Washington defensive three 
second 2. A—13,113 (18,717). 


Trail Blazers 98, Spurs 94 


PORTLAND — Webster 3-8 3-3 11, Al- 
dridge 9-13 4-6 22, Howard 6-9 0-0 12, 
Miller 2-13 5-5 9, Bayless 10-24 9-10 31, 
Pendergraph 1-2 2-2 4, Blake 3-6 0-0 7, 
Cunningham 1-2 0-0 2. Totals 35-77 23-26 
98. 

SAN ANTONIO — Jefferson 7-10 4-4 18, 
Duncan 7-15 10-11 24, Blair 3-3 0-0 6, Park- 
er 7-9 2-2 16, Bogans 0-2 0-0 0, Ginobili 3-9 
0-0 7, McDyess 2-3 0-0 4, Hill 1-8 0-0 3, Ma- 
son 6-11 0-0 16. Totals 36-70 16-17 94. 

Portland 28 20 27 23—98 
San Antonio 24 23 22 25—94 

Three-Point Goals— Portland 5-11 (Bay- 
less 2-2, Webster 2-5, Blake 1-3, Miller 0- 
1), San Antonio 6-21 (Mason 4-7, Hill 1-4, 
Ginobili 1-5, Bogans 0-2, Jefferson 0-3). 
Fouled Out—None. Rebounds—Portland 
42 (Howard 12), San Antonio 38 (Duncan 
11). Assists—Portland 19 (Bayless 7), San 
Antonio 23 (Mason, Ginobili, Hill, Parker 
4). Total Fouls—Portland 19, San Antonio 
18. Technicals—Pendergraph, Jefferson, 
McDyess. A—18,581 (18,797). 


Nuggets 124, Hawks 104 


ATLANTA — Williams 5-11 2-3 13, Jos. 
Smith 5-11 7-10 17, Horford 7-9 4-4 18, Bib- 
by 2-8 0-0 4, Johnson 5-12 4-4 16, Crawford 
9-15 2-2 24, Evans 1-7 0-0 3, Pachulia 2-4 
1-1 5, Teague 1-1 0-0 2, Morris 1-1 0-0 2, 
Hunter 0-0 0-0 0. Totals 38-79 20-24 104. 

DENVER — Anthony 8-19 7-9 24, Martin 
7-8 0-0 14, Nene 6-11 3-4 15, Lawson 7-11 
2-3 16, Afflalo 3-8 0-0 8, J. Smith 15-25 1-6 
41, Andersen 0-1 0-0 0, Carter 1-5 0-0 2, 
Allen 1-1 0-0 2, Graham 0-0 0-0 0, Petro 1-1 
0-0 2. Totals 49-90 13-22 124. 

Atlanta 24 27 31 22—104 
Denver 34 29 29 32—124 

Three-PointGoals —Atlanta8-23 (Craw- 
ford 4-7, Johnson 2-6, Williams 1-3, Evans 
1-5, Bibby 0-2), Denver 13-26 (J. Smith 
10-17, Afflalo 2-3, Anthony 1-3, Carter 
0-1, Lawson 0-2). Fouled Out—None. Re- 
bounds—Atlanta 45 (Horford 11), Denver 
50 (Nene, Martin 8). Assists—Atlanta 21 
(Johnson 9), Denver 27 (Carter, Anthony 
7). Total Fouls—Atlanta 20, Denver 19. 
Technicals—Evans, Denver defensive 
three second. A—19,155 (19,155). 


Thunder 117, Suns 113 


OKLAHOMA CITY — Durant 12-20 11- 
14 38, Green 7-19 2-2 17, Krstic 4-8 1-2 9, 
Westbrook 8-17 3-4 19, Sefolosha 0-2 0-0 
0, Collison 3-5 0-2 6, Harden 3-9 7-7 14, 
Ibaka 6-8 0-0 12, Maynor 1-4 0-0 2. Totals 
44-92 24-31 117. 

PHOENIX — Hill 1-6 3-4 5, Stoudemire 
11-16 13-16 35, Frye 7-14 6-7 24, Nash 10- 
17 2-3 24, Richardson 6-15 0-0 13, Dudley 
0-3 0-0 0, Amundson 3-5 2-5 8, Dragic 2-4 
0-0 4. Totals 40-80 26-35 113. 

Oklahoma City 36 30 23 28—117 
Phoenix 31 33 25 24—113 

Three-Point Goals—Oklahoma City 5- 
13 (Durant 3-4, Harden 1-4, Green 1-5), 
Phoenix 7-23 (Frye 4-10, Nash 2-4, Rich- 
ardson 1-6, Hill 0-1, Dudley 0-1, Dragic 
0-1). Fouled Out—Ibaka, Collison, Hill. 
Rebounds—Oklahoma City 60 (Green 9), 
Phoenix 44 (Stoudemire 14). Assists— 
Oklahoma City 18 (Westbrook 7), Phoenix 
19 (Nash 12). Total Fouls—Oklahoma City 
29, Phoenix 20. Technicals—Oklahoma 
City defensive three second, Phoenix de- 
fensive three second. A—15,953 (18,422). 


Cavaliers 117, Kings 104 (OT) 


CLEVELAND — James 14-30 5-7 34, Hick- 
son 3-5 0-0 6, O’Neal 4-7 0-0 8, M.Williams 
10-19 4-4 27, Parker 2-5 2-2 7, West 2-5 0-0 
4, Ilgauskas 10-14 2-2 25, Varejao 2-6 2-2 
6, Moon 0-0 0-0 0, Gibson 0-1 0-0 0. Totals 
47-92 15-17 117. 

SACRAMENTO — Casspi 6-15 3-4 18, 
Thompson 7-14 4-5 18, Hawes 7-13 2-4 
17, Evans 11-25 4-4 28, Greene 4-6 1-3 10, 
Brockman 0-1 0-0 0, Udrih 4-9 0-0 8, No- 
cioni 1-3 1-2 3, Rodriguez 1-4 0-0 2, Udoka 
0-2 0-0 0. Totals 41-92 15-22 104. 

Cleveland 32 25 32 15 13-117 
Sacramento 29 24 32 19 0-104 

Three-Point Goals—Cleveland 8-16 (Il- 
gauskas 3-3, M.Williams 3-7, Parker 1-1, 
James 1-4, Varejao 0-1), Sacramento 7-21 
(Casspi 3-6, Evans 2-7, Hawes 1-2, Greene 
1-2, Udoka 0-1, Rodriguez 0-1, Udrih 0-2). 
Fouled Out—None. Rebounds—Cleveland 
58 (James 16), Sacramento 47 (Hawes 12). 
Assists—Cleveland 25 (James 10), Sacra- 
mento 20 (Evans 5). Total Fouls—Cleve- 
land 18, Sacramento 17. Technicals—Sac- 
ramento Bench. A—16,407 (17,317). 


All-Star voting 


Game: Feb. 14 at Arlington, Texas 
Released Dec. 24 
EASTERN CONFERENCE 

Forwards: LeBron James, Cleve- 
land, 1,315,292; Kevin Garnett, Boston, 
1,113,213; Chris Bosh, Toronto, 553,230; 
Paul Pierce, Boston, 263,189; Josh Smith, 
Atlanta, 236,527; Andre Iguodala, Phila- 
delphia, 167,799; Danny Granger, Indiana, 
165,543; Michael Beasley, Miami, 132,794; 
Hedo Turkoglu, Toronto, 95,329. 

Guards: Dwyane Wade, Miami, 
1,314,215; x-Allen Iverson, Philadelphia, 
635,084; Vince Carter, Orlando, 554,779; 
Ray Allen, Boston, 385,744; Gilbert Are- 
nas, Washington, 355,544; Derrick Rose, 
Chicago, 305,029; Joe Johnson, Atlanta, 
227,896; Rajon Rondo, Boston, 203,252. 

Centers: Dwight Howard, Orlando, 
1,252,786; Shaquille O’Neal, Cleveland, 
455,239; Andrea’ Bargnani, Toronto, 
121,253; Al Horford, Atlanta, 118,802; 
Brook Lopez, New Jersey, 105,157; An- 
drew Bogut, Milwaukee, 87,876; Jermaine 
O’Neal, Miami, 81,262; Rasheed Wallace, 
Boston, 66,304; Kendrick Perkins, Boston, 


40,057. 
WESTERN CONFERENCE 

Forwards: Carmelo Anthony, Denver, 
1,204,234; Dirk Nowitzki, Dallas, 668,243; 
Pau Gasol, L.A. Lakers, 565,414; Tim Dun- 
can, San Antonio, 564,728; Kevin Durant, 
Oklahoma City, 406,581; Trevor Ariza, 
Houston, 355,529; Luis Scola, Houston, 
295,691; Shawn Marion, Dallas, 268,853; 
Ron Artest, L.A. Lakers, 197,689. 

Guards: Kobe Bryant, L.A. Lakers, 
1,380,383; Steve Nash, Phoenix, 546,064; 
Tracy McGrady, Houston, 541,190; Chris 
Paul, New Orleans, 521,468; Jason Kidd, 
Dallas, 372,225; Aaron Brooks, Hous- 
ton, 298,892; Chauncey Billups, Denver, 
241,737; Deron Williams, Utah, 208,991; 
Jason Terry, Dallas, 195,456. 

Centers: Amare Stoudemire, Phoe- 
nix, 950,737; Andrew Bynum, L.A. Lakers, 
588,471; Nene, Denver, 199,667; Marc Ga- 
sol, Memphis, 160,686; Greg Oden, Port- 
land, 108,147; Al Jefferson, Minnesota, 
98,669; Antonio McDyess, San Antonio, 
94,479; Marcus Camby, L.A. Clippers, 
86,719; Andris Biedrins, Golden State, 
77,287; Mehmet Okur, Utah, 69,612; Eme- 
ka Okafor, New Orleans, 61,823; Spencer 
Hawes, Sacramento, 20,646. 

x-lverson appears among Western 
Conference guards. 
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New York’s Jared Jeffries has his way to the basket blocked by 
Miami’s Michael Beasley during the first quarter of Friday’s game. 


Miami ruins Knicks’ 
return to Christmas 


By BRIAN MAHONEY 
The Associated Press 


NEW YORK — Dwyane Wade 
had 30 points and nine rebounds 
Friday as the Miami Heat spoiled 
New York’s return to Christmas 
competition, snapping the Knicks’ 
three-game winning streak with 
a 93-87 victory. 

Michael Beasley added 13 of 
his 19 points after halftime for 
the Heat, who opened a comfort- 
able lead by limiting New York to 
31 points across the middle two 
quarters. Miami held on after the 
Knicks finally got on track in the 
final minutes. Jermaine O’Neal 
finished with 11 points and eight 
boards, making a jumper with 51 
seconds left after Miami’s lead 
had been sliced to three points. 

Danilo Gallinari scored 26 
points and David Lee had 19 
points and 16 rebounds for the 
Knicks, who had a six-game home 
winning streak snapped and 
lost for just the third time in 10 
games overall. New York played 
its NBA-leading 45th Christmas 
game, but first since 2001. 

Coach Mike D’Antoni said the 
Knicks’ rare nationally televised 
game was achance to send a mes- 


sage about how well they were 
playing. Only the Los Angeles 
Lakers, Boston Celtics and Cleve- 
land Cavaliers had better records 
in December than New York’s 8-3 
entering the game. 

Instead, the viewing audience 
saw the Knicks miss 23 of 28 
three-point attempts and finish 
with a season-low 11 assists. Al 
Harrington missed 15 of 20 shots 
while scoring 12 points. 

Beasley had three buckets 
early in the fourth quarter to help 
Miami open a 14-point cushion. 
Wade had a series of baskets late 
in the period that restored a dou- 
ble-digit lead, including a drive 
and powerful dunk that made it 
81-71 with 31/2 minutes to play. 

The Knicks wore green uni- 
forms and the Heat red, giving the 
game a festive look, if not always 
a pretty one. New York missed 
the rim twice on the same posses- 
sion in the first quarter, and nei- 
ther team reached 30 points until 
midway through the second. 

The Knicks managed 14 points 
in the second quarter, one off 
their season low, and missed 
14 of 16 three-point attempts in 
the first half, which ended with 
Miami leading 41-37. 
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NBA briefs 





The Associated Press 


ORLANDO, Fla. — Stan Van 
Gundy has a request for the NBA: 
No more Christmas games. 

“T actually feel sorry for people 
who have nothing to do on Christ- 
mas Day other than watch an 
NBA game,” the Orlando Magic 
coach said. 

The Magic played Boston, one 
of five NBA games on Christmas. 

Van Gundy said he understands 
the high-priced TV contracts gen- 
erate money for the league and 
it would be difficult to stop such 
games. He said at the very least 
he wishes the league had fewer 
games on the holidays. The Magic 
play on Thanksgiving, Christmas 
and New Year’s Day this season. 

“T think we get a little carried 
away with ourselves with sports 
thinking we’re more important 
than everything else,” Van Gundy 
said before Friday’s game. “But 
that’s the way it is. There’s noth- 
ing more important than the NBA 
on Christmas Day.” 

Van Gundy feels the day is best 
spent with family. He woke up 
early but managed to spend only 
about 15 minutes with his wife 
and four children. They went to 
church services the day before. 

Van Gundy said he hadn’t even 
had a chance to open his family’s 
gifts before the tip-off. 

The only time he could recall 
watching a Christmas Day game 
was when his brother, Jeff, was 
coaching one of them. Van Gundy 
also said he doesn’t watch NFL 
games on Thanksgiving. 
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Van Gundy: Holidays for 


“Obviously basketball is very 
important to me, but there are 
some days of the year where it’s 
got to take a back seat to some- 
thing,” he said. 

“The league has been good to 
all of us in terms of what we get 
out of all these TV contracts and 
everything, so it would be a little 
disingenuous to complain too 
much,” Van Gundy said. “But if I 
had my way, we’d take a five-day 
break at Christmas. I mean it.” 


NBA probes Arenas’ 
gun storage 


WASHINGTON — Washington 
Wizards guard Gilbert Arenas 
stored unloaded firearms in a 
container in his locker, according 
to the team, and the NBA is look- 
ing into the situation. 

The Wizards issued a statement 
Thursday night saying there was 
no ammunition in the locked con- 
tainer, and that Arenas and the 
team had notified authorities and 
the league. 

Arenas told The Washington 
Times that he took his guns to the 
arena after his daughter, Hami- 
ley Penny, was born this month. 
About a week later, he said he 
handed them over to team secu- 
rity to give to police. 

“T wouldn’t have brought them 
to D.C. had I known the rules,” 
Arenas told the newspaper. 
“After my daughter was born, I 
was just like, ‘I don’t need these 
anymore.’”’ 

Arenas was suspended for 
Washington’s opener in 2004 
because he failed to maintain 
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proper registration of a handgun 
while living in California in 2003. 
Arenas formerly played for the 
Golden State Warriors. 

The NBA’s collective bargain- 
ing agreement allows for players 
to legally possess firearms but 
prohibits them at league facilities 
or when traveling on any league- 
related business. 

“We’re aware of the situation 
and are working to gain a full un- 
derstanding of the facts and rel- 
evant legal issues,” the NBA said 
in a release. 


Gasol gets 3-year extension 
with Lakers 


EL SEGUNDO, Calif. — Pau 
Gasol agreed to a three-year con- 
tract extension with the Los An- 
geles Lakers nearly two seasons 
before it kicks in. 

After a rough start to his NBA 
career in Memphis, the Spanish 
7-footer had been vocal about his 
desire to stick with the defending 
champions well into the future. 
And after nearly two years in 
Hollywood as Kobe Bryant’s best 
supporting player, Gasol thinks 
Bryant will follow his lead this 
time. 

“It gives me tremendous peace 
of mind and safety and confi- 
dence,” Gasol said Wednesday 
at the Lakers’ training complex. 
“We have a tremendous team, 
and we all want the same thing. 
We want to be the best team out 
there. It’s a great thing as a play- 
er to be a part of something this 
special.” 

Gasol’s deal extends through 
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the 2013-14 season, and could be 
worth more than $60 million de- 
pending on future salary caps. 

Gasol has been to two NBA 
Finals since joining the Lak- 
ers on Feb. 1, 2008. He earned 
an All-Star berth and averaged 
18.9 points and 9.6 rebounds last 
season as Los Angeles won its 
15th NBA title. His numbers are 
nearly the same this season de- 
spite missing the first 11 games 
with an injured right hamstring. 
Los Angeles is 15-1 since Gasol’s 
return. 


Celtics: Pierce’s knee 
infection ’serious’ 


ORLANDO, Fla. — The Boston 
Celtics don’t expect Paul Pierce 
back any time soon. 

Pierce was in so much pain 
from a right knee infection that 
the All-Star forward called team 
trainer Ed Lacerte on Wednesday 
around 3 a.m, coach Doc Rivers 
said. Lacerte went to Pierce’s 
house and took him to the hospi- 
tal, where fluid was drained from 
Pierce’s knee. 

Pierce didn’t make the flight to 
Orlando for the Christmas Day 
game against Orlando. He is ex- 
pected to miss at least two weeks. 

The 2008 NBA Finals MVP had 
played in every game this season, 
leading the team with an average 
of 18.2 points. 

Pierce complained of soreness 
in his knee after Tuesday night’s 
game, when he missed his first 10 
shots against the Indiana Pacers 
but wound up scoring 21 points in 
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The team left the arena think- 
ing he was fine. 

“Tt’s amazing, he won the game 
for us the night before and he 
woke up in the middle of the night 
hurting,” Rivers said. 


Blazers C Przybilla out 
for season after surgery 


PORTLAND, Ore. — Portland 
Trail Blazers center Joel Przybil- 
la underwent surgery Thursday 
to repair a ruptured right patella 
tendon, and will likely miss the 
rest of the season. 

He was hurt during Portland’s 
85-81 victory at Dallas on Tues- 
day night. He went up for a re- 
bound and came down awkwardly 
with 3:12 left in the first quarter. 

Przybilla averaged 4.1 points, 
7.9 rebounds and 1.4 blocks in 30 
games. 


Clippers No. 1 pick Griffin 
closer to debut 


LOS ANGELES — Los Ange- 
les Clippers forward Blake Grif- 
fin has been cleared for tougher 
workouts on his injured left knee, 
moving the No. 1 draft pick closer 
to his NBA debut. 

Griffin underwent an MRI on 
his broken left kneecap Tuesday, 
and was cleared to begin running 
on an anti-gravity treadmill. If his 
recovery progresses as planned, 
the former Oklahoma star will be 
allowed to resume basketball ac- 
tivities in about three weeks. 

Griffin broke his kneecap dur- 
ing the Clippers’ final exhibition 
game on Oct. 23. 
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SCOREBOARD 


Saturday 


AFN-Sports, 9 a.m.—NBA: Cleveland at 
L.A. Lakers (dld). 

AFN-Sports, 12:30 p.m.—NFL: San Di- 
ego at Tennessee (did). 

AFN-Xtra, 6 p.m.—NFL: RePlay, Miami 
at Tennessee (did, 90-minute cutdown). 

AFN-Sports, 7 p.m.—College football: 
Little Caesars Pizza Bowl, Marshall vs. 
Ohio. 

AFN-Xtra, 9 p.m.—NBA: Memphis at 
Dallas. 

AFN-Atlantic, 9:30 p.m.—College bas- 
ketball: West Virginia at Seton Hall. 

AFN-Sports, 10:30 p.m.—College foot- 
ball: Meineke Car Care Bowl, Pittsburgh 
vs. North Carolina. 


Sunday 


AFN-Atlantic, 1 a.m.— NHL: New Jersey 
at Washington. 

AFN-Sports, 2 a.m.—College football: 
Emerald Bowl, Boston College vs. USC. 

AFN-Xtra, 2 aam.—NBA: Washington at 
Minnesota. 

AFN-Xtra, 4:30 a.m.—NBA: Phoenix at 
Golden State. 

AFN-Xtra, 7 a.m.—Motorcycle racing: 
FIM World Superbike Championship, 
France, Race 2 (did). 

AFN-Sports, 9 a.m.—College football: 
Meineke Car Car Bowl, Pittsburgh vs. 
North Carolina (did). 

AFN-Xtra, 9 a.m.—NHL: Ottawa at Buf- 
falo (did). 

AFN-Xtra, 11:30 a.m.—College foot- 
ball: Litthe Caesars Pizza Bowl, Marshall 
vs. Ohio (dld). 

AFN-Sports, 1 p.m.—College football: 
Emerald Bowl, Boston College vs. USC 
(did). 

AFN-Xtra, 3 p.m.—NBA: New Orleans 
at Chicago (dld). 

AFN-Atlantic, 7 p.m.—NFL: Jackson- 
ville at New England. 

AFN-Sports, 7 p.m.—NFL: Baltimore at 
Pittsburgh. 

AFN-Xtra, 7 p.m.—NFL: Houston at Mi- 
ami. 

AFN-Atlantic, 10 p.m.—N.Y. Jets at In- 
dianapolis. 

AFN-Sports, 10 p.m.— Denver at Phila- 


delphia. 

AFN-Xtra, 10 p.m.—NFL: St. Louis at 
Arizona. 

Monday 

AFN-Atlantic, 1 a.m.—NHL: Nashville 
at Chicago. 

AFN-Sports, 2:15 a.m.—NFL: Dallas at 
Washington. 


AFN-Xtra, 2:30 a.m.—College football: 
Music City Bowl, Kentucky vs. Clemson. 

AFN-Xtra, 8 a.m.—NFL: Kansas City at 
Cincinnati (did). 

AFN-Sports, 9 a.m.—College football: 
Music City Bowl, Kentucky vs. Clemson 
(did, 2-hour cutdown). 

AFN-Sports, 1 p.m.—NFL: Dallas at 
Washington (dld). 

AFN-Xtra, 4 p.m.—NFL: Carolina at N.Y. 
Giants (dld). 

AFN-Sports, 7 p.m.—NFL: Dallas at 
Washington (dld). 

AFN-Sports, 11 p.m.—College foot- 
ball: Independence Bowl: Texas A&M vs. 
Georgia. 


All times are Central European; (did) 
indicates delayed broadcast. All listings 
are subject to change. Visit www.myafn. 
net for more information. 





Fight schedule 


Dec. 29 

At Osaka, Japan, Nobuhiro Ishida vs. 
Oney Valdez, 12, for Ishida’s interim WBA 
light middleweight title. 

Dec. 31 

At Tokyo, Denkaosen Kaowichit vs. 
Takefumi Sakata, 12, for Kaowichit’s 
WBA flyweight title. 

Jan. 9 

At Magdeburg, Germany, Edison Mi- 
randa vs. Robert Stieglitz, for Miranda’s 
WBO super middleweight title. 

Jan. 11 

At Tokyo, Juan Carlos Salgado vs. Ta- 
kashi Uchiyama, 12, for Salgado’s WBA 
super featherweight title; Poonsawat 
Kratingdaenggym vs. Satoshi Hosono, 
12, for Kratingdaenggym’s WBA super 
bantamweighNt title. 

Jan. 23 

At Manila, Philippines, Brian Viloria 
vs. Carlos Tamara, 12, for Viloria’s IBF 
junior flyweight title; Donnie Nietes vs. 
Ivan Meneses, 12, for Nietes’ WBO straw- 
weight title. 

At Madison Square Garden, New York, 
Steven Luevano vs. Juan Manuel Lopez, 
12, for Luevano’s WBO featherweight 
title; Yuriorkis Gamboa vs. Rogers Mtag- 
wa, 12, for Gamboa’s WBA featherweight 
title. 

Jan. 30 

At Mandalay Bay, Las Vegas, Shane 
Mosley vs. Andre Berto, 12, welter- 
weights. 


Wednesday’s men’s scores 


EAST 
Boston College 79, Massachusetts 67 
Georgetown 86, Harvard 70 
lona 82, Fairleigh Dickinson 60 
Monmouth, N.J. 65, Texas A&M-Corpus 
Christi 51 
Muskingum 79, Washington & Jeffer- 
son 59 
Quinnipiac 63, Columbia 51 
Siena 84, Rider 62 
St. John’s 80, Bryant 44 
Villanova 97, Delaware 63 
West Virginia 76, Mississippi 66 
SOUTH 
Alabama 90, Mercer 71 
Canisius 63, New Orleans 48 
Georgia 77, Florida Atlantic 60 
James Madison 85, Fordham 73 
Kentucky 86, Long Beach St. 73 
Louisville 84, Louisiana-Lafayette 69 
N. Kentucky 91, Cincinnati-Clermont 
89, OT 
North Florida 53, Southern Miss. 46 
Old Dominion 81, Charlotte 48 
Tennessee 99, N. Carolina A&T 78 
Virginia 80, Hampton 54 
MIDWEST 
Indiana St. 72, IUPUI 59 
Minnesota 92, S. Dakota St. 62 
Missouri 81, Illinois 68 
N. lowa 72, Wyoming 54 
Wis.-La Crosse 76, Elmhurst 66 
Wisconsin 68, Wis.-Milwaukee 58 
Xavier 70, Miami (Ohio) 67 
SOUTHWEST 
Houston 105, TCU 81 
Lamar 77, Rice 61 
Oral Roberts 75, New Mexico 66 
FAR WEST 
Arizona 76, N.C. State 74 
Arizona St. 61, S.C.-Upstate 52 
BYU 88, Nebraska 66 
Boise St. 58, Montana St. 56 
Chicago St. 78, Wagner 63 
Jackson St. 72, E. Washington 67 
Montana 100, Great Falls 52 
Morehead St. 69, Cal St.-Fullerton 62 
Nevada 99, Tulsa 68 
New Mexico St. 79, Texas Southern 75 
Oregon St. 73, Fresno St. 65 
Pepperdine 76, Utah 64 
San Francisco 82, CS Bakersfield 73 
San Jose St. 74, Santa Clara 68 
Utah St. 85, Weber St. 73 
TOURNAMENT 
Hawaiian Airlines Diamond Head Classic 
Semifinals 
UNLV 77, Hawaii 53 
Southern Cal 60, Saint Mary’s, Calif. 
49 
Consolation Semifinals 
W. Michigan 75, Northeastern 60 
Coll. of Charleston 72, SMU 71 


AP Men’s Top 25 schedule 


Saturday’s game 
No. 6 West Virginia at Seton Hall 
Sunday’s Games 
No. 11 Connecticut vs. lona at the XL 
Center, Hartford, Conn. 
No. 22 Washington vs. San Francisco 


Most Division | victories 
Through Dec. 25 


School Ww L T 
Kentucky 1903 2,000 635 1 
North Carolina 1911 1,992 706 0 
Kansas 1899 1,980 793 0 
Duke 1906 1,886 818 0 
Syracuse 1901 1,764 806 0 
Temple 1895 1,720 962 0 
St. John’s 1908 1,695 870 0 
UCLA 1920 1,675 733 O 
Notre Dame 1898 1,661 910 1 
Pennsylvania 1897 1,658 956 2 


Wednesday’s women’s scores 


EAST 
Albany, N.Y. 63, Fairfield 52 
Connecticut 80, Stanford 68 
SOUTH 

Hampton 63, Radford 43 

MIDWEST 
Bowling Green 89, Appalachian St. 68 
Cleveland St. 74, Lake Erie 63 
IPFW 92, Indiana Tech 35 
Saint Louis 78, Tennessee Tech 58 
Xavier 87, Austin Peay 41 

FAR WEST 
UC Riverside 65, Arizona 53 
Utah St. 53, S. Utah 44 





AP sportlight 


Dec. 27 
1953 — The Detroit Lions edge the 
Cleveland Browns 17-16 for the NFL 


championship. Doak Walker’s’ extra 
point, following a 33-yard scoring pass, 
is the difference. 

1974 — Ohio State junior running back 
Archie Griffin wins the Heisman Trophy. 

1987 — Steve Largent of the Seattle 
Seahawks becomes the NFL’s career re- 
ceptions leader in the Seahawks’ 41-20 
loss to Kansas City. Largent’s six catches 
give him 752, surpassing the 750 by San 
Diego’s Charlie Joiner. Gayle Sierens an- 
nouncing the game for NBC becomes the 
first female play-by-play announcer in 
NFL history. 

1999 — Joe Sakic scores his 1,000th 
career point on a second-period assist, 
helping the Colorado Avalanche to a 5-1 
victory over the St. Louis Blues. 
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NFL injury report 


NEW YORK — The National Football 
League injury report, as provided by the 
league (OUT - Definitely will not play; 
DNP - Did not practice; LIMITED - Limited 
participation in practice; FULL - Full par- 
ticipation in practice): 

SUNDAY 

TAMPA BAY BUCCANEERS at NEW OR- 
LEANS SAINTS — BUCCANEERS: LIMITED: 
WR Antonio Bryant (groin), C Jeff Faine 
(elbow), S Tanard Jackson (knee). FULL: 
WR Michael Clayton (knee), TE John Gilm- 
ore (illness), TE Kellen Winslow (knee). 
SAINTS: OUT: S Usama Young (hip, ab- 
domen). DNP: WR Lance Moore (ankle), 
LB Scott Shanle (concussion), S Darren 
Sharper (knee). LIMITED: RB Reggie Bush 
(hamstring), T Jermon Bushrod (thumb), 
TE Darnell Dinkins (foot), DT Sedrick Ellis 
(knee), G Jahri Evans (toe), LB Scott Fu- 
jita (knee), CB Randall Gay (concussion), 
C Jonathan Goodwin (ankle), CB Jabari 
Greer (groin), DE Bobby McCray (back), 
TE Jeremy Shockey (toe), T Jon Stinch- 
comb (knee), LB Jonathan Vilma (knee). 

BUFFALO BILLS at ATLANTA FALCONS 
— BILLS: DNP: QB Trent Edwards (ankle), 
QB Ryan Fitzpatrick (ankle), CB Drayton 
Florence Cillness), WR James Hardy Cill- 
ness), S Todd Johnson (hamstring), S 
Bryan Scott (head). LIMITED: LB Ashlee 
Palmer (ankle). FALCONS: DNP: CB Chris 
Houston (hamstring), RB Michael Turner 
(ankle). LIMITED: DE Jamaal Anderson 
(chest), DT Jonathan Babineaux (shoul- 
der), T Sam Baker (elbow, hamstring), 
G Harvey Dahl (ankle), LB Curtis Lofton 
aot hamstring), QB Matt Ryan 

toe). 

DENVER BRONCOS at PHILADELPHIA 
EAGLES — BRONCOS: DNP: CB Ty Law 
(hamstring), WR Eddie Royal (neck, 
head). LIMITED: RB Correll Buckhalter 
(ankle), S Renaldo Hill (ankle), LB D.J. 
Williams (ankle). FULL: S David Bruton 
(illness). EAGLES: DNP: QB Michael Vick 
(quadricep). FULL: WR Reggie Brown 
(shoulder), C Nick Cole (knee), DE Trent 
Cole (hamstring), WR Kevin Curtis (knee), 
S Quintin Demps (ankle), WR Jeremy Ma- 
clin (foot), DT Mike Patterson (wrist), RB 
Brian Westbrook (concussion). 

HOUSTON TEXANS at MIAMI DOLPHINS 
— TEXANS: DNP: LB Brian Cushing (foot, 
ribs). LIMITED: T Duane Brown (knee), 
WR Andre’ Davis (finger). FULL: TE Joel 
Dreessen (shoulder). DOLPHINS: FULL: 
LB Jason Taylor (shoulder), LB Reggie 
Torbor (hamstring). 

SEATTLE SEAHAWKS at GREEN BAY 
PACKERS — SEAHAWKS: DNP: WR Nate 
Burleson (ankle), LB Aaron Curry (shoul- 
der), WR Ben Obomanu (hamstring). 
FULL: RB Julius Jones (rib). PACKERS: 
OUT: LB Jeremy Thompson (neck). DNP: 
CB Trevor Ford (knee), DT Ryan Pickett 
(hamstring). LIMITED: LB Nick Barnett 
(knee), LB Brandon Chillar (back), S Nick 
Collins (calf), DE Cullen Jenkins (quadri- 
cep), DE Johnny Jolly (knee), CB Charles 
Woodson (shoulder). FULL: CB Brandon 
Underwood (hip). 

CAROLINA PANTHERS at NEW YORK 
GIANTS — PANTHERS: DNP: RB Tyrell Sut- 
ton (calf), RB DeAngelo Williams (ankle). 
LIMITED: CB Richard Marshall (ankle), 
QB Matt Moore (right shoulder). FULL: 
RB Jonathan Stewart (Achilles). GIANTS: 
DNP: RB Ahmad Bradshaw (ankles, foot), 
T Kareem McKenzie (knee), CB Aaron 
Ross (hamstring), G Rich Seubert (knee), 
CB Corey Webster (knee). LIMITED: LB 
Jonathan Goff (hamstring, rib), WR Ha- 
keem Nicks (hamstring). FULL: LB Chase 
Blackburn (ribs), LB Michael Boley (Ctri- 
ceps), S C.C. Brown (hamstring), CB Kevin 
Dockery (ankle), QB Eli Manning (foot), K 
Lawrence Tynes (right hamstring). 

OAKLAND RAIDERS at CLEVELAND 
BROWNS — RAIDERS: DNP: DE Greg Ellis 
(knee), RB Justin Fargas (knee), QB Bruce 
Gradkowski (knee), WR Darrius Heyward- 
Bey (foot), WR Nick Miller (shin), TE 
Brandon Myers (concussion). LIMITED: 
G Cooper Carlisle (knee), CB Chris John- 
son (ankle), TE Zach Miller (concussion). 
FULL: QB Charlie Frye (concussion). 
BROWNS: DNP: DE Kenyon Coleman 
(knee, elbow), T John St. Clair (ankle). 
LIMITED: LB David Bowens (knee), G Rex 
Hadnot (knee), DE Robaire Smith (groin), 
T Joe Thomas (thigh), S Ray Ventrone 
(finger), RB Lawrence Vickers (ham- 
string), DT Corey Williams (thigh). FULL: 
K Phil Dawson (left hamstring), RB Chris 
Jennings (shoulder). 

JACKSONVILLE JAGUARS at NEW ENG- 
LAND PATRIOTS — JAGUARS: DNP: WR 
Torry Holt (not injury related). LIMITED: 
LB Tank Daniels (groin), CB Rashean 
Mathis (groin). FULL: DT John Hender- 
son (shoulder). PATRIOTS: DNP: WR 
Randy Moss (not injury related). LIM- 
ITED: WR Sam Aiken (shoulder), LB Tully 
Banta-Cain (not injury related), DE Jarvis 
Green (knee), T Nick Kaczur (shoulder), 
G Stephen Neal (ankle), DT Ty Warren 
(ankle), DT Vince Wilfork (foot). FULL: 
CB Leigh Bodden (thigh), QB Tom Brady 
(right shoulder, right finger, rib), WR Ju- 
lian Edelman (forearm), DT Myron Pryor 
(chest), CB Shawn Springs (knee), RB 
Fred Taylor (ankle), TE Benjamin Watson 
(knee). 

KANSAS CITY CHIEFS at CINCINNATI 
BENGALS — CHIEFS: LIMITED: DE Alex 
Magee (hamstring), S DaJuan Morgan 
(chest), LB Justin Rogers (thigh), G Bri- 
an Waters (hamstring). FULL: DE Glenn 
Dorsey (knee), CB Brandon Flowers 
(shoulder), T Ryan O’Callaghan (knee). 
BENGALS: DNP: S Chris Crocker (ankle), 


TE J.P. Foschi (not injury related), DT 
Domata Peko (knee), DE Frostee Rucker 
(illness). LIMITED: DT Tank Johnson 
(foot). 

BALTIMORE RAVENS at PITTSBURGH 
STEELERS — RAVENS: DNP: T Jared Gaith- 
er (foot), LB Tavares Gooden (groin), LB 
Jarret Johnson (knee), C Matt Katula 
(forearm), S Ed Reed (groin). LIMITED: 
WR Mark Clayton (knee), CB K.J. Gerard 
(thigh), DT Kelly Talavou (knee). FULL: C 
Matt Birk (neck), WR Justin Harper (foot), 
TE Todd Heap (chest), NT Haloti Ngata 
(ankle), TE L.J. Smith (ankle), WR Kelley 
Washington (ankle). STEELERS: DNP: G 
Chris Kemoeatu (wrist), CB Keenan Lewis 
(back), S Troy Polamalu (knee). FULL: DE 
Brett Keisel (neck), CB Anthony Madison 
(illness), RB Rashard Mendenhall Chip), 
RB Willie Parker (knee), WR Mike Wallace 
(knee), WR Hines Ward (hamstring). 

ST. LOUIS RAMS at ARIZONA CAR- 
DINALS — RAMS: OUT: QB Marc Bulger 
(knee). DNP: CB Quincy Butler (knee), RB 
Steven Jackson (back), DE Leonard Little 
(knee), T Jason Smith (concussion). CAR- 
DINALS: DNP: WR Sean Morey (head), TE 
Ben Patrick (head), K Neil Rackers (right 
groin). LIMITED: LB Will Davis (knee), CB 
Bryant McFadden (hamstring). FULL: WR 
Larry Fitzgerald (knee), DE Kenny Iwebe- 
ma (shoulder), CB Dominique Rodgers- 
Cromartie (toe). 

DETROIT LIONS at SAN FRANCISCO 
A9SERS — LIONS: DNP: CB Phillip Bucha- 
non (shoulder), S Louis Delmas (ankle), 
LB Larry Foote (foot), DT Grady Jack- 
son (knee). LIMITED: LB Vinny Ciurciu 
(ankle), DT Joe Cohen (knee), WR Den- 
nis Northcutt (groin), C Dominic Raiola 
(knee). FULL: WR Calvin Johnson (knee), 
C Don Muhlbach (concussion), DE De- 
wayne White (toe). 49ERS: OUT: K Joe 
Nedney (left hamstring). DNP: WR Isaac 
Bruce (ankle), CB Nate Clements (shoul- 
der), RB Glen Coffee (hamstring), DT 
Aubrayo Franklin (not injury related). 
LIMITED: CB Shawntae Spencer (ankle), 
LB Takeo Spikes (hamstring). FULL: CB 
Marcus Hudson (back), RB Moran Norris 
(toe), RB Michael Robinson (shoulder), T 
Joe Staley (knee, elbow). 

NEW YORK JETS at INDIANAPOLIS 
COLTS — JETS: LIMITED: DE Shaun Ellis 
(knee). FULL: CB Marquice Cole (back), 
WR Braylon Edwards (knee), S Jim Leon- 
hard (thumb), CB Dwight Lowery (ankle), 
QB Mark Sanchez (knee), T Robert Turn- 
er (knee). COLTS: DNP: RB Joseph Addai 
(knee), DE Keyunta Dawson (knee), WR 
Pierre Garcon (hand), T Charlie Johnson 
(foot), DE Robert Mathis (quadricep), 
CB Jerraud Powers (hamstring), LB Clint 
Session (knee). LIMITED: S Melvin Bullitt 
(shoulder), DE Dwight Freeney (abdo- 
men). FULL: S Antoine Bethea (foot), LB 
Gary Brackett (foot), RB Donald Brown 
(chest), T Ryan Diem (foot), S Aaron 
Francisco (ankle), RB Mike Hart (ankle), 
CB Tim Jennings (ankle), LB Freddy Kei- 
aho (not injury related), CB Jacob Lacey 
(biceps), QB Peyton Manning (glute), 
G Jamey Richard (shoulder), RB Chad 
Simpson (chest), T Tony Ugoh (knee), K 
Adam Vinatieri (right knee), WR Reggie 
Wayne (foot). 

DALLAS COWBOYS at WASHINGTON 
REDSKINS — COWBOYS: DNP: T Marc 
Colombo (ankle), S Pat Watkins (knee). 
FULL: RB Deon Anderson (knee, illness), 
TE Martellus Bennett (concussion), S 
Ken Hamlin (ankle), CB Terence Newman 
(knee), S Gerald Sensabaugh (thumb), 
LB DeMarcus Ware (wrist, neck). RED- 
SKINS: DNP: WR Devin Thomas (ankle). 
LIMITED: DE Andre Carter (biceps), DT 
Cornelius Griffin (shoulder), CB DeAn- 
gelo Hall (knee), DT Albert Haynesworth 
(knee). FULL: T Stephon Heyer (knee), DT 
Anthony Montgomery Chip), TE Todd Yo- 


der (toe). 
MONDAY 

MINNESOTA VIKINGS at CHICAGO 
BEARS — VIKINGS: LIMITED: G Steve 
Hutchinson (shoulder), DE Brian Robison 
(quadriceps), DT Pat Williams (elbow), 
CB Antoine Winfield (foot). BEARS: OUT: 
DE Adewale Ogunleye (lower leg). DNP: S 
Al Afalava (knee), S Kevin Payne (ankle), 
RB Adrian Peterson (illness), CB Charles 
Tillman (not injury related). LIMITED: 
WR Devin Hester (calf), T Chris Williams 
(ankle). FULL: LB Lance Briggs (back), TE 
Desmond Clark (illness), DT Tommie Har- 
ris (knee), T Orlando Pace (groin). 


AFC individual leaders 


Quarterbacks 
Att Com Yds TD Int 
P. Rivers, SND 444 2873891 25 9 
P. Manning, IND 532 3654213 33 15 
Roethlisberger, PIT 446 302 3849 22 11 


Schaub, HOU 513 3524181 25 13 
Brady, NWE 513 3313945 24 12 
V. Young, TEN 210 1271619 10 4 
Flacco, BAL 455 291 3345 19 11 
Orton, DEN 444 2773182 17 8 
C. Palmer, CIN 430 2642955 19 11 
Garrard, JAC 452 2733210 13 7 
Rushers 
Att Yds Avg LGTD 


301 1730 5.75 91t 11 
278 1246 4.48 80t 15 


Chr. Johnson, TEN 
Jones-Drew, JAC 


T. Jones, NYJ 2811219 4.34 71t 11 
R. Rice, BAL 210 1128 5.37 59t 7 
Benson, CIN 272 1118 4.11 42 6 


Ri. Williams, MIA 
Mendenhall, PIT 


219 1055 4.82 68t 11 
205 978 4.77 60 6 


Moreno, DEN 224 879 3.92 36 5 

F. Jackson, BUF 191 811 4.25 43 2 

Addai, IND 213 788 3.70 21 9 
Receivers 

No Yds Avg LGTD 

Welker, NWE 109 1198 11.0 58 4 

B. Marshall, DEN 93 1081 11.6 75t10 


POEM! J Pace 33 


Wayne, IND 921210 13.2 65t10 
And. Johnson, HOU 901433 15.9 72t 8 
Dal. Clark, IND 89 997 11.2 80t10 
H. Ward, PIT 83 1069 12.9 54 6 
Gates, SND 751071 14.3 56 6 
R. Moss, NWE 741144 15.5 71t10 
S. Holmes, PIT 731157 15.8 57 3 
R. Rice, BAL 73 669 9.22 63 1 
Team statistics 
AVERAGE PER GAME 
OFFENSE 

Yards Rush Pass 

New England 398.3 9 280.4 
Indianapolis 383.3. 86.1 297.2 
Houston 377.4 86.1 291.4 
Pittsburgh 375.1 110.2 264.9 
Tennessee 360.6 162.6 198.0 
San Diego 355.1 86.2 268.9 
Baltimore 354.7 127.5 227.2 
Jacksonville 341.6 128.6 213.0 
Miami 338.2 148.0 190.2 
Denver 336.4 120.1 216.3 
Cincinnati 328.6 131.4 197.1 
N.Y. Jets 323.1 164.1 159.0 
Kansas City 288.0 106.4 181.6 
Buffalo 271.5 112.8 158.7 
Cleveland 255.8 122.1 133.7 
Oakland 253.1 111.6 141.6 

DEFENSE 

Yards Rush Pass 

N.Y. Jets 262.8 103.0 159.8 
Denver 294.4 116.9 177.5 
Baltimore 299.8 99.5 200.3 
Cincinnati 300.5 85.2 215.3 
Pittsburgh 304.2 83.1 221.1 
New England 314.9 109.0 205.9 
Houston 322.7 112.6 210.1 
San Diego 330.1 116.9 213.2 
Indianapolis 337.9 112.4 225.5 
Miami 341.4 107.6 233.8 
Jacksonville 348.1 103.7 244.4 
Buffalo 350.1 165.6 184.4 
Tennessee 365.4 100.4 265.1 
Oakland 369.9 148.9 221.1 
Kansas City 387.5 162.6 224.9 
Cleveland 393.7 149.6 244.1 

NFC individual leaders 
Quarterbacks 

Att Com Yds TD Int 

Brees, NOR 477 331 4130 33 11 
Favre, MIN 460 312 3565 27 7 
Rodgers, GBY 492 317 3962 28 7 
Romo, DAL 478 298 3886 23 7 
E.Manning,NYG 443 271 3584 26 11 
McNabb, PHL 372 227 3008 19 9 
Warner, ARI 470 312 3414 25 14 


J. Campbell, WAS 426 275 3138 18 14 
Hasselbeck, SEA 421 259 2656 15 12 
M. Ryan, ATL 381 222 2443 17 12 
Rushers 
Att Yds Avg 
304 1353 4.45 58 4 
2811235 4.40 64t 15 


S. Jackson, STL 
A. Peterson, MIN 


DeA. Williams, CAR216 1117 5.17 77 7 
R. Grant, GBY 2551105 4.33 62t 8 
Gore, SNF 178 942 5.29 80t 7 
M. Turner, ATL 178 871 4.89 58t 10 
Jacobs, NYG 218 834 3.83 31 5 
J. Stewart, CAR 177 802 4.53 45t 8 
M. Barber, DAL 183 778 4.25 35 6 
Forte, CHI 221 754 3.41 61 4 
Receivers 

No Yds Avg LG TD 
St. Smith, NYG 90 1093 12.1 51 6 
Fitzgerald, ARI 89 1027 11.5 34t 11 
Witten, DAL 82 837 10.2 44 1 
T. Gonzalez, ATL 78 820 10.5 27 6 
Boldin, ARI 74 875 11.8 44 5 
Houshmandzadeh,SEA 72 794 11.0 53 3 
S. Rice, MIN 71 1144 16.1 63 5 
R. White, ATL 71 948 13.4 90t 8 
Ve. Davis, SNF 69 858 12.4 42 11 
Winslow, TAM 68 752 11.1 42t 5 


Team statistics 
AVERAGE PER GAME 
OFFENSE 


Yards Rush Pass 
New Orleans 419.6 133.6 286.0 
Dallas 394.5 129.7 264.8 
N.Y. Giants 382.7 124.4 258.3 
Green Bay 378.8 115.9 262.9 
Minnesota 368.9 119.0 249.9 
Philadelphia 364.6 106.8 257.8 
Arizona 351.1 95.1 256.1 
Atlanta 332.8 109.7 223.1 
Carolina 325.3. 148.1 177.2 
Seattle 319.2 93.6 225.6 
Washington 317.9 100.1 217.9 
Chicago 298.9 88.4 210.5 
Detroit 296.1 100.1 196.0 
St. Louis 294.5 114.9 179.6 
San Francisco 286.6 99.4 187.3 
Tampa Bay 282.5 100.8 181.7 

DEFENSE 

Yards Rush Pass 
Green Bay 290.9 83.6 207.4 
N.Y. Giants 306.8 99.8 207.0 
Minnesota 310.3 89.6 220.7 
Washington 311.3 117.2 194.1 
Philadelphia 315.9 101.9 214.0 
Carolina 323.1 130.4 192.6 
Dallas 329.9 97.7 232.1 
Chicago 330.9 128.5 202.4 
San Francisco 344.6 96.5 248.1 
New Orleans 354.1 114.4 239.8 
Arizona 354.3 114.8 239.5 
Seattle 355.9 106.4 249.4 
Tampa Bay 362.8 158.9 203.9 
Atlanta 371.3 116.5 254.8 
St. Louis 373.5 140.4 233.1 
Detroit 396.1 127.6 268.6 

NFL calendar 


Jan. 9-10, 2010 — Wild card playoffs. 

Jan. 16-17 — Divisional playoffs. 

Jan. 24 — Conference championships. 

Jan. 31 — Pro Bowl, Miami. 

Feb. 7 — Super Bowl, Miami. 

Feb. 24-March 2 — NFL combine, India- 
napolis. 

March 5 — Free agency begins. 


SEE SCOREBOARD ON PAGE 34 
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Bowl schedule 


Saturday, Dec. 19 
New Mexico Bowl 
At Albuquerque 
Wyoming 35, Fresno State 28, 20T 
St. Petersburg (Fla.) Bowl 
Rutgers 45, UCF 24 
Sunday, Dec. 20 
New Orleans Bowl 
Middle Tennessee 42, Southern Miss. 


Tuesday, Dec. 22 
Las Vegas Bowl 
BYU 44, Oregon State 20 
Wednesday, Dec. 23 
Poinsettia Bowl 
At San Diego 
Utah 37, California 27 
Thursday, Dec. 24 
Hawaii Bowl 
At Honolulu 
SMU 45, Nevada 10 
Saturday, Dec. 26 
Little Caesars Pizza Bowl 
At Detroit 
Ohio (9-4) vs. Marshall (6-6) 
Meineke Bowl 
At Charlotte, N.C. 
. North Carolina (8-4) vs. Pittsburgh (9- 
3 
Emerald Bowl 
At San Francisco 
7 aa Cal (8-4) vs. Boston College 
8-4 
Sunday, Dec. 27 
Music City Bowl 
At Nashville, Tenn. 
Clemson (8-5) vs. Kentucky (7-5) 
Monday, Dec. 28 
Independence Bowl 
At Shreveport, La. 
Texas A&M (6-6) vs. Georgia (7-5) 
Tuesday, Dec. 29 
EagleBank Bowl 
At Washington 

Temple (9-3) vs. UCLA (6-6) 

Champs Sports Bowl 
At Orlando, Fla. 

Miami (9-3) vs. Wisconsin (9-3) 
Wednesday, Dec. 30 
Humanitarian Bowl 

At Boise, Idaho 
Bowling Green (7-5) vs. Idaho (7-5) 
Holiday Bowl 
At San Diego 
Nebraska (9-4) vs. Arizona (8-4) 
Thursday, Dec. 31 
Armed Forces Bowl 
At Fort Worth, Texas 
Air Force (7-5) vs. Houston (10-3) 
Sun Bowl 
At El Paso, Texas 
Stanford (8-4) vs. Oklahoma (7-5) 
Texas Bowl 
At Houston 
Missouri (8-4) vs. Navy (9-4) 
Insight Bowl 
At Tempe, Ariz. 
Minnesota (6-6) vs. lowa State (6-6) 
Chick-fil-A Bowl 
At Atlanta 
Virginia Tech (9-3) vs. Tennessee (7-5) 
Friday, Jan. 1 
Outback Bowl 
At Tampa, Fla. 
Northwestern (8-4) vs. Auburn (7-5) 
Capital One Bowl 
At Orlando, Fla. 
Penn State (10-2) vs. LSU (9-3) 
Gator Bowl 
At Jacksonville, Fla. 
Ai State (6-6) vs. West Virginia 
9-3 
Rose Bowl 
At Pasadena, Calif. 
Ohio State (10-2) vs. Oregon (10-2) 
Sugar Bowl 
At New Orleans 
Florida (12-1) vs. Cincinnati (12-0) 
Saturday, Jan. 2 
International Bowl 
At Toronto 
South Florida (7-5) vs. Northern Illi- 
nois (7-5) 
Cotton Bowl 
At Arlington, Texas 
> aman State (9-3) vs. Mississippi 
8-4 
PapaJohns.com Bowl 
At Birmingham, Ala. 
See (7-5) vs. South Carolina 
7-5 
Liberty Bowl 
At Memphis, Tenn. 
East Carolina (9-4) vs. Arkansas (7-5) 
Alamo Bowl 
At San Antonio 
en State (6-6) vs. Texas Tech 
8-4 
Monday, Jan. 4 
Fiesta Bowl 
At Glendale, Ariz. 
Boise State (13-0) vs. TCU (12-0) 
Tuesday, Jan. 5 
Orange Bowl 
At Miami 
lowa (10-2) vs. Georgia Tech (11-2) 
Wednesday, Jan. 6 
GMAC Bowl 
Mobile, Ala. 
Central Michigan (11-2) vs. Troy (9-3) 
Thursday, Jan. 7 
BCS National Championship 
At Pasadena, Calif. 
Alabama (13-0) vs. Texas (13-0) 
Saturday, Jan. 23 
East-West Shrine Classic 
At Orlando, Fla. 
East vs. West 
Saturday, Jan. 30 
Senior Bowl 
At Mobile, Ala. 
North vs. South 
Saturday, Feb. 6 
Texas vs. The Nation All-Star Challenge 
At El Paso, Texas 
Texas vs. Nation 


Wednesday 
No. 23 Utah 37, California 27 
Utah 7 17 #3 10—37 
California 14 0 7 6—27 


First Quarter 
Cal—Vereen 36 run (D’Amato kick), 
6:06. 
Cal—Young 31 _ interception 
(D’Amato kick), 5:55. 
Utah—Moeai 6 pass from Wynn (Phil- 
lips kick), 1:35. 
Second Quarter 
Utah—FG Phillips 28, 9:31. 
Utah—Moeai 15 pass from Wynn (Phil- 
lips kick), 4:58. 
Utah—Brooks 21 pass from Wynn 
(Phillips kick), :43. 
Third Quarter 
Utah—FG Phillips 29, 3:13. 
Cal—Vereen 1 run (D’Amato kick), :39. 
Fourth Quarter 
Utah—FG Phillips 25, 13:05. 
Utah—Sylvester 27 interception return 
(Phillips kick), 5:27. 
Cal—Ross 24 pass from Riley (pass 


return 


failed), 1:46. 

A—32,665. 
Utah Cal 
First downs 20 17 
Rushes-yards 35-51 28-96 
Passing 338 214 
Comp-Att-Int 26-37-1 20-36-2 
Return Yards 29 31 
Punts-Avg. 5-39.6 7-35.9 
Fumbles-Lost 0-0 1-1 
Penalties-Yards 5-35 4-33 
Time of Possession 35:19 24:41 


INDIVIDUAL STATISTICS 

Rushing—Utah, Wide 21-37, Shak- 
erin 7-27, Smithson 1-(minus 1), Wynn 
6-(minus 12). California, Vereen 20-122, 
DeBoskie-Johnson 1-0, Riley 7-(minus 
26). 

Passing— Utah, Wynn 26-36-1-338. Cal- 
ifornia, Riley 20-36-2-214. 

Receiving—Utah, Brooks 7-76, Reed 
6-103, Wide 4-83, Matthews 3-20, Moeai 
2-21, Smithson 2-18, Key 2-17. California, 
Miller 5-55, Marv.Jones 5-44, Tucker 3- 
30, Vereen 3-20, Ross 2-29, Boateng 1-25, 
Lagemann 1-11. 


Pointsettia Bowl winners 


Dec. 23, 2009—Utah 37, California 27 

Dec. 23, 2008—TCU 17, Boise State 16 

Dec. 20, 2007—Utah 35, Navy 32 

Dec. 19, 2006—TCU 37, Northern Illi- 
nois 7 

Dec. 22, 2005—Navy 51, Colorado State 


30 
Thursday 
SMU 45, Nevada 10 
Nevada 0 0 3 7—10 
SMU 17 14 7 T7—45 


First Quarter 

SMU—McNeal 9 run (Szymanski kick), 
13:29. 

SMU—McNeal 1 run (Szymanski kick), 
8:22. 

SMU—FG Szymanski 22, 2:49. 

Second Quarter 

SMU—Sanders 17 pass from Padron 
(Szymanski kick), 5:37. 

SMU—Beasley 2 pass from Padron 
(Szymanski kick), 1:17. 

Third Quarter 

SMU—Line 3 run (Szymanski kick), 
7:45. 

Nev—FG Drake 21, 3:08. 

Fourth Quarter 

SMU—McNeal 17 run 
kick), 3:27. 

Nev—Wimberly 10 pass from Kaeper- 
nick (Drake kick), 1:04. 


(Szymanski 


A—32,650. 

Nev SMU 
First downs 17 23 
Rushes-yards 34-137 24-74 
Passing 177 460 
Comp-Att-Int 15-29-1 32-41-0 
Return Yards (-3) 28 
Punts-Avg. 6-44.5 3-45.0 
Fumbles-Lost 1-0 1-0 
Penalties-Yards 7-61 6-45 
Time of Possession 27:11 32:49 


INDIVIDUAL STATISTICS 

Rushing—Nevada, Mark 15-90, Kaepe- 
rnick 13-23, Ball 4-19, Randall 2-5. SMU, 
McNeal 12-63, Line 4-9, Padron 6-7, Team 
2-(minus 5). 

Passing—Nevada, Kaepernick 15-29-1- 
177. SMU, Padron 32-41-0-460. 

Receiving—Nevada, Wimberly 7-80, 
Wellington 2-32, Session 2-30, Sanders 1- 
23, V.Green 1-10, Puloka 1-5, Mark 1-(mi- 
nus 3). SMU, A.Robinson 9-176, Sanders 
7-124, McNeal 7-53, Beasley 3-88, Wilker- 
son 2-18, Loftin 1-4, Haynes 1-0, Line 1-0, 
Johnson 1-(minus 3). 


Hawaii Bowl winners 


Dec. 24, 2009—SMU 45, Nevada 10 

Dec. 24, 2008— Notre Dame 49, Hawaii 
21 

Dec. 23, 2007—East Carolina 41, Boise 
State 38 


Dec. 24, 2006—Hawaii 41, Arizona 
State 24 
Dec. 24, 2005—Nevada 49, Central Flor- 


ida 48, OT 

Dec. 25, 2004—Hawaii 59, UAB 40 

Dec. 25, 2003—Hawaii 54, Houston 48, 
30T 

Dec. 25, 2002— Tulane 36, Hawaii 28 


FCS Coaches Poll 


SPARTANBURG, S.C. — The top 25 
teams in the final Coaches Football 
Championship Subdivision poll, with 
first-place votes in parentheses, final 
2009 records and previous ranking: 


Record Pts Pvs 
1. Villanova (28) 14-1 700 3 
2. Montana 14-1 672 1 
3. Appalachian State 11-3 629 5 
3. William & Mary 11-3 629 6 
5. Richmond 11-2 579 4 
6. Southern Illinois 11-2 541 2 
7. New Hampshire 10-3 515 10 
8. South Carolina State 10-2 477 7 
9. Stephen F. Austin 10-3 450 12 
10. Elon 9-3 439 9 
11. South Dakota State 8-4 413 11 
12. McNeese State 9-3. 375 8 
13. Eastern Washington 8-4 345 14 
14. Holy Cross 9-3 317 19 
15. Eastern Illinois 8-4 272 17 
16. Jacksonville State 8-3. 258 13 
17. Weber State 7-5 246 18 
18. Northern lowa 7-4 252 15 
19. Prairie View A&M 9-1 223 16 
20. Colgate 9-2 165 20 
21. Liberty 8-3 155 22 
22. Florida A&M 8-3 127 21 
23. Pennsylvania 8-2. 97 23 
24. Texas State 7-4 59 25 
25. Lafayette 8-3 56 24 

Others receiving votes: Montana 


State 38, Delaware 18, James Madison 
14, Butler 6, Harvard 6, Grambling State 
5, Northern Arizona 5, Alabama A&M 4, 
Illinois State 4, Central Connecticut State 
2, Dayton 2, Tennessee Tech 2, Central Ar- 
kansas 1, Massachusetts 1, UC Davis 1. 


TSN FCS Poll 


PHILADELPHIA — The top 25 teams in 
final Sports Network Football Champi- 
onship Subdivision poll, with first-place 
votes in parentheses, final 2009 records, 
points and previous ranking: 


Record Pts Pvs 
. Villanova (101) 14-1 2,525 
. Montana 14-1 2,415 
. Appalachian State 11-3 2,385 
. William & Mary 11-3 2,225 
. Richmond 11-2 2,092 
. Southern Illinois 11-2 2,037 
. New Hampshire 10-3 1,815 
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8. South Carolina State 10- 
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10. Stephen F. Austin 1 
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13. Eastern Washington 
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. Eastern Illinois - 736 

. Penn - 590 21 
. Colgate - 524 20 
. Liberty - 482 22 
. Florida A&M - 366 23 
. Lafayette - 223 24 
. Texas State T- 155 25 


Others receiving votes: James Madi- 
son 129, Montana State 112, Delaware 89, 
Harvard 64, Butler 49, Eastern Kentucky 
34, Central Connecticut State 29, UC Davis 
28, Furman 26, Illinois State 24, Northern 
Arizona 21, Grambling 11, Youngstown 
State 8, Norfolk State 7, Stony Brook 4, 
Alabama A&M 3, Old Dominion 3, Central 
Arkansas 2, Chattanooga 1. 


AFCA Division Ill Coaches Poll 


Final 
Record Pts Pvs 
1. Wis.-Whitewater (40) 15-01,000 2 


2. Mount Union (Ohio) 14-1 960 1 
3. Linfield (Ore.) 12-1 900 6 
4. Wesley (Del.) 13-1 894 3 
5. St. Thomas (Minn.) 11-2 788 12 
6.MaryHardinBaylor(Texas) 10-2 719 9 
7. Wittenberg (Ohio) 12-1 671 11 
8. Johns Hopkins (Md.) 10-3 633 — 
9. Albright (Pa.) 11-2 546 — 
10. Thomas More (Ky.) 11-1 543 10 
11. Illinois Wesleyan 10-2 521 16 
12. Coe (lowa) 10-2 514 21 
13. Central (lowa) 10-1 494 5 
14. St. John’s (Minn.) 10-1 463 4 


15. Delaware Valley (Pa.) 10-2 404 17 
16. Trine (Ind.) 10-2 353 — 
17. Monmouth (Ill.) 10-1 330 8 
18. Wabash (Ind.) 9-2 306 15 


19.CaseWest.Reserve(Ohio) 10-1 295 7 
20. Montclair St. (N.J.) 10-2 261 25 
21. Mississippi College 9-3. 235 — 
22. Hampden-Sydney (Va.)10-1 205 14 
23. Wash. & Jefferson (Pa.) 9-2 166 13 
24. Ohio Northern 8-2 136 19 
25. California Lutheran 8-2. 111 22 


AP players of the year 


2009 — Ndamukong Suh, DT, Nebraska 

2008 — Sam Bradford, QB, Oklahoma 

2007 — Tim Tebow, QB, Florida 

2006 — Troy Smith, QB, Ohio State 

2005 — Reggie Bush, RB, Southern 
California 

2004 — Matt Leinart, QB, Southern 
California 

2003 — Jason White, QB, Oklahoma 

2002 — Brad Banks, QB, lowa 

2001 — Rex Grossman, QB, Florida 

2000 — Josh Heupel, QB, Oklahoma 

1999 — Ron Dayne, RB, Wisconsin 

1998 — Ricky Williams, RB, Texas 


Wednesday’s transactions 


BASEBALL 
American League 

KANSAS CITY ROYALS—Agreed to 
terms with OF Brian Anderson on a one- 
year contract. 

NEW YORK YANKEES—Agreed to terms 
with DH-1B Nick Johnson to a one-year 
contract. 

OAKLAND ATHLETICS—Agreed_ to 
terms with OF Coco Crisp on a one-year 
contract. 

TORONTO BLUE JAYS—Acquired 
RHP Brandon Morrow from Seattle for 
RHP Brandon League and OF Johermyn 
Chavez. 

National League 

PITTSBURGH PIRATES—Agreed_ to 
terms with LHP Jack Taschner on a minor 
league contract. 

BASKETBALL 
National Basketball Association 

LOS ANGELES LAKERS—Agreed to 
terms with F Pau Gasol on a three-year 
contract extension through the 2013-14 
season. 

NBA Development League 

LOS ANGELES D-FENDERS—Signed 
G Frank Robinson. Waived C Terrance 
Gamble. 

RIO GRANDE VALLEY VIPERS—An- 
nounced F Mike Harris was called up by 
Houston (NBA). 

FOOTBALL 
National Football League 

ARIZONA CARDINALS—Placed LT Mike 
Gandy on injured reserve. Signed LB 
Pago Togafau from the practice squad. 

BUFFALO BILLS—Placed S Jairus Byrd 
on injured reserve. Signed LB Josh Stam- 
er. Signed LB Ryan Manalac to the prac- 
tice squad. 

NEW YORK GIANTS—Placed TE Darcy 
Johnson on injured reserve. Signed TE 
Scott Chandler from the Dallas practice 
roster. 

Arena Football League 

CLEVELAND GLADIATORS—Named 
Steve Thonn coach. 

HOCKEY 
National Hockey League 

CAROLINA HURRICANES—Reassigned 
D Jay Harrison to Albany (AHL). 

DALLAS STARS—Assigned D Ivan Vish- 
nevskiy to Texas (AHL). 

DETROIT RED WINGS—Recalled D 
Jakub Kindl from Grand Rapids (AHL). 

ST. LOUIS BLUES—Assigned D Tyson 
Strachan to Peoria (AHL). 

SOCCER 


Major League Soccer 
LOS ANGELES GALAXY—Acquired F 
Alex, MF Juninho and D Leonardo on 
loan from Sao Paulo FC of the Brazilian 
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Campeonato for the 2010 season. 
Women’s Professional Soccer 

WASHINGTON FREEDOM—Agreed to 

terms with F Lene Mykjaland. 
COLLEGE 

PRINCETON—Named Bob Surace foot- 
ball coach. 

UNLV—Named Bobby Hauck football 
coach. 

WEST CHESTER—Named Mark Jack- 
son baseball coach. 


Thursday’s transactions 


BASEBALL 
American League 
LOS ANGELES ANGELS—Agreed to 
terms with RHP Fernando Rodney ona 
two-year contract. 
National League 
WASHINGTON NATIONALS—Agreed 
to terms with RHP Matt Capps on a one- 
year contract. 
BASKETBALL 
NBA Development League 
MAINE RED CLAWS—Announced F 
Bill Walker has been recalled by Boston 
NBA 


RIO GRANDE VALLEY VIPERS—Signed 

G Craig Winder. 
FOOTBALL 
National Football League 

NFL—Suspended Oakland FB Luke 
Lawton four games for violating the 
league’s policy against performance en- 
hancing substances. Fined Washington 
DT Albert Haynesworth $10,000 and New 
York Giants RB Brandon Jacobs $7,500 
for their part in an altercation a Dec. 21 
game. Fined Minnesota DT Kevin Wil- 
liams $5,000 for a tackle at the knees on 
Carolina QB Matt Moore during a Dec. 20 


game. 

ARIZONA CARDINALS—Signed G-OT 
Tom Pestock to the practice squad. 

CAROLINA PANTHERS—Placed QB Jake 
Delhomme on injured reserve. 

DETROIT LIONS—Placed QB Matthew 
Stafford on injured reserve. 

INDIANAPOLIS COLTS—Placed WR An- 
thony Gonzalez on injured reserve. 

NEW ORLEANS SAINTS—Named John 
Carney kicking consultant. 

NEW YORK JETS—Signed S Brannon 
Condren to the practice squad. 

HOCKEY 
National Hockey League 

CHICAGO BLACKHAWKS—Reassigned 
LW Bryan Bickell to Rockford (AHL). 

PHOENIX COYOTES—Reassigned F 
Kevin Porter to San Antonio (AHL). 

COLLEGE 

OHIO STATE—Suspended KR_ Ray 
Small, DL Rob Rose and RB Bo Delande 
for violating team rules. 





Pro baseball 


Free agent signings 


NEW YORK — The 46 free agents who 
have signed, with name, position, former 
club if different, and contract. The con- 
tract information was obtained by The 
Associated Press from player and man- 
agement sources. For players with minor 
league contracts, letter agreements for 
major league contracts are in parenthe- 


ses: 
AMERICAN LEAGUE 

BALTIMORE (1) — Signed Mike Gon- 
zalez, Ihp, Atlanta, to a $12 million, two- 
year contract. 

BOSTON (3) — Signed Marco Scutaro, 
ss, Toronto, to a $12.5 million, two-year 
contract; signed Mike Cameron, of, Mil- 
waukee, to a $15.5 million, two-year con- 
tract; signed John Lackey, rhp, Los Ange- 
les Angels, to an $82.5 million, five-year 
contract. 

CHICAGO (3) — Signed Omar Vizquel, 
ss, Texas, to a $1,375,000, one-year con- 
tract; signed Andruw Jones, of, Texas, to 
a $500,000, one-year contract; signed J.J. 
Putz, rhp, New York Mets, to a $3 million, 
one-year contract. 

DETROIT (1) — Re-signed Adam Ever- 
ett, ss, to a $1.55 million, one-year con- 
tract. 

KANSAS CITY (1) — Signed Jason Ken- 
dall, c, Milwaukee, to a $6 million, two- 
year contract. 

LOS ANGELES (2) — Signed Hideki 
Matsui, of, N.Y. Yankees, to a $6 million, 
one-year contract; signed Fernando Rod- 
ney, rhp, Detroit, to an $11 million, two- 
year contract. 

MINNESOTA (1) — Announced Carl Pa- 
vano, rhp, accepted salary arbitration. 

NEW YORK (2) — Re-signed Andy Pet- 
titte, Ihp, to an $11.75 million, one-year 
contract; signed Nick Johnson, 1b, Flori- 
da, to a $5.75 million, one-year contract. 

OAKLAND (1) — Signed Coco Crisp, of, 
Kansas City, to a $5.25 million, one-year 
contract. 

SEATTLE (1) — Signed Chone Figgins, 
3b, Los Angeles Angels, to a $36 million, 
four-year contract. 

TAMPA BAY (1) — Signed Rafael Soria- 
no, rhp, to a $7.25 million, one-year con- 
tract after acquiring him from Atlanta. 

TEXAS (2) — Signed Rich Harden, rhp, 
Chicago Cubs, to a $7.25 million, one- 
year contract; signed Darren Oliver, Ihp, 
Los Angeles Angels, to a $3.5 million, 
one-year contract. 

TORONTO (2) — Re-signed John Mc- 
Donald, ss, to a $3 million, two-year con- 
tact; signed Alex Gonzalez, ss, Boston, to 
a $2.75 million, one-year contract. 

NATIONAL LEAGUE 

ATLANTA (1) — Signed Billy Wagner, 
Ihp, Boston, to a $7 million, one-year con- 
tract. 

CHICAGO (1) — _ Re-signed John 
Grabow, Ihp, to a $7.5 million, two-year 
contract. 

COLORADO (1) — Announced Rafael 
Betancourt, rhp, accepted salary arbi- 
tration. 

HOUSTON (3) — Signed Pedro Feliz, 3b, 
Houston, to a $4.5 million, one-year con- 


tract; signed Brandon Lyon, rhp, Detroit, 
to a $15 million, three-year contract; re- 
signed Jason Michaels, of, to an $800,000, 
one-year contract. 

LOS ANGELES (2) — Re-signed Doug 

Mientkiewicz, 1b, to a minor league con- 
tract; signed Jamey Carroll, 2b, Cleve- 
land, to a $3.85 million, two-year con- 
tract. 
MILWAUKEE (5) — Signed Gregg Zaun, 
c, Tampa Bay, to a $2.15 million, one-year 
contract; signed Randy Wolf, Ihp, Los An- 
geles Dodgers, to a $29.75 million, three- 
year contract; re-signed Craig Counsell, 
inf, to a $2.1 million, one-year contract; 
signed LaTroy Hawkins, rhp, Houston, 
to a $7.5 million, two-year contract; re- 
signed Claudio Vargas, rhp, to a $900,000, 
one-year contract. 

NEW YORK (3) — Re-signed Alex Cora, 
ss, to a $2 million, one-year contract; 
signed Henry Blanco, c, San Diego, to a 
$750,000, one-year contract; re-signed 
Elmer Dessens, rhp, to a minor league 
contract ($700,000). 

PHILADELPHIA (4) — Signed Brian 
Schneider, c, N.Y. Mets, to a $2.75 million, 
two-year contract; signed Juan Castro, 
ss, Los Angeles Dodgers, to a $750,000, 
one-year contract; signed Placido Po- 
lanco, inf, Detroit, to an $18 million, 
three-year contract; signed Ross Gload, 
1b-of, Florida, to a $2.6 million, two-year 
contract. 

PITTSBURGH (1) — Signed Bobby Cros- 
by, inf, Oakland, to a $1 million, one-year 
contract. 

ST. LOUIS (2) — Re-signed Jason 
LaRue, c, toa $950,000, one-year contract; 
signed Brad Penny, rhp, San Francisco, to 
a $7.5 million, one-year contract. 

WASHINGTON (2) — Signed Ivan Ro- 
driguez, c, Texas, to a $6 million, two- 
year contact; signed Jason Marquis, rhp, 
Colorado, to a $15 million, two-year con- 
tract. 


MLB calendar 


Jan 5-15 — Salary arbitration filing. 

Jan. 6 — Hall of Fame BBWAA voting 
announced. 

Jan. 13-14 — Owners meetings, Scott- 
sdale, Ariz. 

Jan. 19 — Exchange of salary arbitra- 
tion figures. 

Feb. 1-21 — Salary arbitration hear- 
ings, St. Petersburg, Fla. 

Feb. 18 — Voluntary reporting date for 
pitchers, catchers and injured players. 

Feb. 23 — Voluntary reporting date for 
other players. 

March 2 — Mandatory reporting date. 

March 2-11 — Teams may renew con- 
tracts of unsigned players. 

March 17 — Last day to place a player 
on unconditional release waivers and 
pay 30 days termination pay instead of 
45 days. 

March 31 — Last day to request un- 
conditional release waivers on a player 
without having to pay his full 2010 sal- 
ary. 

April 4 — Opening Day, active rosters 
reduced to 25 players. 
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NHL scoreboard 


Eastern Conference 
evontc Division 


L OT Pts GF GA 
New Jersey 35 26 8 1 53 106 75 
Pittsburgh 38 26 11 1 53 124 97 
N.Y.Rangers 37 18 16 3 39 103 103 
N.Y. Islanders 38 14 17 7 35 93 121 
Philadelphia 36 16 18 2 34 100 105 
Northeast Division 
Buffalo 36 22 11 3 47 96 ~= 821 
Boston 36 18 11 7 43 96 91 
Ottawa 37 18 15 4 40 102 111 
Montreal 39 18 18 3 39 102 108 
Toronto 38 13 17 8 34 107 133 
Southeast Division 
Washington 37 23 8 6 52 135 102 
Atlanta 36 18 14 4 40 119 114 
Florida 39 16 16 7 39 112 126 
Tampa Bay 37 13 15 9 35 93 114 
Carolina 37 9 22 6 24 90 136 
Western Conference 
Central Division 
; G L OT Pts GF GA 
Chicago 36 24 9 3 #51 108 74 
Nashville 37 22 12 3 47 107 105 
Detroit 37 18 14 5 41 98 99 
St. Louis 36 17 14 5 39 93 98 
Columbus 38 14 17 7 35 106 134 
Northwest Division 
Colorado 39 21 12 6 48 115 114 
Calgary 36 20 11 5 45 102 89 
Vancouver 37 21 16 O 42 114 94 
Minnesota 37 18 16 3 39 96 104 
Edmonton 37 15 18 4 34 108 123 
Pacific Division 
San Jose 37 22 8 7 51 122 97 
Phoenix 38 23 13 2 48 100 85 
LosAngeles 37 22 12 3 47 111 108 
Dallas 37 16 10 11 43 110 113 
Anaheim 37 15 15 7 37 103 117 


Note: Two points for a win, one point 
for overtime loss. 
Wednesday’s games 

Minnesota 3, Edmonton 1 

Montreal 5, Carolina 1 

N.Y. Islanders 3, Toronto 1 

Pittsburgh 8, Ottawa 2 

N.Y. Rangers. 4, Florida 1 

Boston 6, Atlanta 4 

Washington 5, Buffalo 2 

Philadelphia 5, Tampa Bay 2 

Chicago 3, Detroit 0 

Dallas 3, Columbus 1 

Phoenix 4, Anaheim 0 

St. Louis 2: Cal ary 1,SO 
Thursday’s games 

No games schedule 

Friday’s games 

No games scheduled 
Saturday’s games 

Montreal at Toronto 

Philadelphia at Carolina 

Columbus at Detroit 

New Jersey at Washington 

N.Y. Islanders at N.Y. Rangers 

Ottawa at Buffalo 

Atlanta at Tampa Bay 

St. Louis at Minnesota 

Chicago at Nashville 

Dallas at Colorado 
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Los Angeles at Phoenix 
Edmonton at Vancouver 
Anaheim at San Jose 


Wednesday 
Wild 3, Oilers 1 


Edmonton 1 0 0—1 
Minnesota 11 1-3 

First Period—1, Minnesota, Brunette 
11 (Zidlicky, Koivu), 13:35 (pp). 2, Edmon- 
ton, Nilsson 5 (Gilbert), 15:24. 

Second Period—3, Minnesota, Nolan 9 
(Belanger, Kobasew), 18:22. 

Third Period—4, Minnesota, Laten- 
dresse 6 (Clutterbuck), 19:54 (en). 

Shots on Goal—Edmonton 14-9-8—31. 
Minnesota 10-10-7—27. 

Power-play opportunities—Edmonton 
0 of 3; Minnesota 1 of 5. 

Goalies—Edmonton, Deslauriers 8-8-2 
(26 shots-24 saves). Minnesota, Back- 
strom 16-12-3 (31-30). 

A—18,250 (18,064). T—2:18. 


Canadiens 5, Hurricanes 1 


Montreal 4 1 0=5 
Carolina 1 0 0-1 

First Period—1, Montreal, Markov 
3 (Plekanec, Bergeron), 1:29 (pp). 2, 


Montreal, A.Kostitsyn 11 (Cammalleri, 
Plekanec), 3:42. 3, Carolina, Sutter 8 
(Gleason, Carson), 7:21 (pp). 4, Montreal, 
S.Kostitsyn 1 (Plekanec, Gomez), 9:32. 5, 
Montreal, Metropolit 9 (Gomez, Gorges), 
17:08 (pp). 

Second Period—6, Montreal, Met- 
ropolit 10 (Gomez, Spacek), 18:03 (pp). 

Shots on Goal—Montreal 11-10-4—25. 
Carolina 13-18-16—47. 

Power-play opportunities—Montreal 
3 of 5; Carolina 1 of 5. 

Goalies—Montreal, Halak 9-5-0 (47 
shots-46 saves). Carolina, C.Ward 4-13-4 
(7-4), Legace (9:32 first, 18-16). 

A—14,820 (18,680). T—2:23. 


Islanders 3, Maple Leafs 1 


Toronto 00 1-1 
N.Y. Islanders 0 2 1-3 
Second Period—1, N.Y. Islanders, 


Hunter 7, 10:47. 2, N.Y. Islanders, Tavares 
16 (Comeau, Sutton), 12:17. 

Third Period—3, Toronto, Hagman 16 
(Grabovski, Kaberle), 1:56. 4, N.Y. Island- 
ae 3 (N.Thompson, Park), 19:25 

en). 

Shots on Goal—Toronto 5-8-14—27. 
N.Y. Islanders 7-9-6—22. 

Power-play opportunities—Toronto 0 
of 2; N.Y. Islanders 0 of 4. 

Goalies—Toronto, Gustavsson 7-6-6 
(21 shots-19 saves). N.Y. Islanders, Rolo- 
son 12-7-5 (27-26). 

A—10,865 (16,234). T—2:17. 
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Penguins 8, Senators 2 


Ottawa 1 0 1-2 
Pittsburgh 1 5 2-8 

First Period—1, Pittsburgh, Malkin 11 
(Crosby, Gonchar), 4:37 (pp). 2, Ottawa, 
Volchenkov 3 (Regin), 13:05. 

Second Period—3, Pittsburgh, Guerin 
10 (Kunitz, Gonchar), 1:03 (pp). 4, Pitts- 
burgh, Fedotenko 7 (Staal, Talbot), 7:35. 
5, Pittsburgh, Kunitz 5 (Guerin), 11:25. 6, 
Pittsburgh, Guerin 11 (Crosby, Kunitz), 
13:57 (pp). 7, Pittsburgh, Malkin 12 
(Kunitz, Guerin), 18:27. 

Third Period—8, Pittsburgh, Gonchar 
5 (Cooke, Staal), 1:43. 9, Pittsburgh, Mal- 
kin 13 (Crosby), 6:33. 10, Ottawa, Kelly 4 
(Winchester, Cheechoo), 18:09. 

Shots on Goal—Ottawa 24-15-8—47. 
Pittsburgh 9-15-12—36. 

Power-play opportunities—Ottawa 0 
of 6; Pittsburgh 3 of 8. 

Goalies—Ottawa, Leclaire 8-6-1 (24 
shots-18 saves), Elliott (0:00 third, 12-10). 
Pittsburgh, Fleury 22-9-1 (47-45). 

A—17,132 (16,940). T—2:34. 


Rangers 4, Panthers 1 


Florida 1 0 0-1 
N.Y. Rangers 1 1 2-4 

First Period—1, Florida, Oreskovich 2 
(Moore, Campbell), 4:09. 2, N.Y. Rangers, 
Drury 5 (Lisin, Avery), 6:22. 

Second Period—3, N.Y. Rangers, Pro- 
spal 7 (Callahan, Gaborik), 4:55 (pp). 

Third Period—4, N.Y. Rangers, Prospal 
8 (Dubinsky, Staal), :23. 5, N.Y. Rangers, 
Gaborik 26 (Drury), 11:14 (sh). 

Shots on Goal—Florida 10-15-9—34. 
N.Y. Rangers 9-14-9—32. 

Power-play opparunikes ona 0 
of 4; N.Y. Rangers 1 of 

Goalies—F orida, Uaioth 11-11-7 (32 
shots-28 saves). N.Y. Rangers, Lundqvist 
16-13-3 (34-33). 

A—18,200 (18,200). T—2:24. 


Bruins 6, Thrashers 4 


Atlanta 2 0 2—4 
Boston 3 1 2-6 
First Period—1, Boston, Savard 9 


(Chara, Wideman), 9:44 (pp). 2, Boston, 
Paille 4 (Recchi, Begin), 10:32. 3, Boston, 
Sobotka 4 (Thornton, Hunwick), 10:52. 4, 
Atlanta, Little 4 (Afinogenov), 14:44. 5, 
Atlanta, Afinogenov 13 (Kovalchuk, Bo- 
gosian), 17:28. 

Second Period—6, Boston, Chara 3 
(Savard, Wideman), 2:14 (pp). 

Third Period—7, Boston, Ryder 9 
(Bergeron, Savard), 9:32 (pp). 8, Atlanta, 
Kane 9 (White, Armstrong), 13:58. 9, At- 
lanta, Kovalchuk 21 (Afinogenov, Antrop- 
Ov), 15:08. 10, Boston, Bergeron 10 (Rec- 
chi, Chara), 19:56 (en). 

Shots on Goal—Atlanta 11-7-11—29. 
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Boston 10-7-14—31. 

Power-play opportunities—Atlanta 0 
of 4; Boston 3 of 5. 

Goalies—Atlanta, Pavelec 9-10-3 (8 
shots-5 saves), Hedberg (10:52 first, 22- 
20). Boston, Thomas 9-8-5 (29-25). 

A—17,565 (17,565). T—2:22. 


Capitals 5, Sabres 2 


Buffalo 0 2 0-2 
Washington 2 1 2-5 
First Period—1, Washington, Back- 


strom 13 (Ovechkin, Semin), 1:18. 2, 
Washington, Green 7 (Fehr, Clark), 6:47. 

Second Period—3, Buffalo, Gaustad 
7 (Roy, Pominville), 5:04. 4, Washington, 
Morrison 10 (Fleischmann, Knuble), 
10:48. 5, Buffalo, Connolly 7 (Montador, 
Grier), 12:52. 

Third Period—6, Washington, Back- 
strom 14 (Semin, Ovechkin), 10:55 (pp). 7, 
Washington, Ovechkin 24 (Laich, Green), 
12:10 (pp). 

Shots on Goal—Buffalo 4-20-10—34. 
Washington 15-14-9—38. 

Power-play opportunities—Buffalo 0 
of 3; Washington 2 of 2. 

Goalies—Buffalo, Miller 21-8-2 (38 
shots-33 saves). Washington, Neuvirth 
2-2-0 (34-32). 

A—18,277 (18,277). T—2:21. 


Flyers 5, Lightning 2 
Philadelphia 2 0 3-5 
Tampa Bay 0 2 0-2 

First Period—1, Philadelphia, Betts 2 
(Carcillo, Laperriere), 3:59. 2, Philadel- 
aS Richards 14 (Gagne, Pronger), 9:34 


Pp). 

Second Period—3, Tampa Bay, Konop- 
ka 1 (Downie), 5:58. 4, Tampa Bay, Hed- 
man 3 (Foster, St. Louis), 12:02. 

Third Period—5, Philadelphia, Betts 
3 (Bartulis, Laperriere), 10:01. 6, Phila- 
delphia, Richards 15 (Giroux, Bartulis), 
17:22. 7, Philadelphia, Gagne 2 (Giroux, 
Richards), 19:26 (en). 

Shots on Goal—Philadelphia 16-4-16— 
36. Tampa Bay 9-14-10—33. 

Power-play opportunities—Philadel- 
phia 1 of 3; Tampa Bay 0 of 3. 

Goalies—Philadelphia, Leighton 2-4-0 
(33 shots-31 saves). Tampa Bay, Smith 6- 
10-5 (35-31). 

A—16,177 (19,758). T—2:20. 


Blackhawks 3, Red Wings 0 


Chicago 0 1 2-3 

Detroit 0 0 0-0 
Second Period—1, Chicago, Kane 12 

(Campbell, Brouwer), :30 (pp). 

Third Period—2, Chicago, Sharp 11 
(Keith, Hossa), 3:47. 3, Chicago, Toews 11 
(Keith, Kane), 18:42. 

Shots on Goal—Chicago 10-10-11—31. 
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Detroit 11-13-9—33. 

Power-play opportunities—Chicago 1 
of 3; Detroit 0 of 5. 

Goalies—Chicago, Niemi 8-1-1 (33 
shots-33 saves). Detroit, Howard 11-8-1 
(31-28). 

A—20,066 (20,066). T—2:22. 


Stars 3, Blue Jackets 1 


Columbus 1 0 0-1 
Dallas 11 1-3 

First Period—1, Columbus, Nash 19 
(Vermette, Huselius), 11:16. 2, Dallas, 
Benn 8 (Wandell, Robidas), 17:23. 

Second Period—3, Dallas, Neal 17 (Er- 
iksson, Richards), 6:18. 

Third Period—4, Dallas, Neal 18 (Rich- 
ards, Eriksson), 10:28. 

Shots on Goal—Columbus 10-13-11— 
34. Dallas 9-11-8—28. 

Power-play y Sp poreunities—Collmbts 
0 of 4; Dallas 0 o 

Goalies—Columbus, Mason 10-13-5 
(28 shots-25 saves). Dallas, Auld 5-2-3 
(34-33). 

A—16,532 (18,532). T—2:28. 


Coyotes 4, Ducks 0 


Anaheim 0 0 0-0 
Phoenix 2 1 1-4 
First Period—1, Phoenix, Upshall 


13 (Lombardi, Doan), 8:20. 2, Phoenix, 
Hanzal 4 (Vrbata, Aucoin), 16:29. 

Second Period—3, Phoenix, Pyatt 6 
(Mueller, Vandermeer), 10:09. 

Third Period—4, Phoenix, 
(Mueller, Yandle), 16:10 (pp). 

Shots on Goal—Anaheim 7-6-8—21. 
Phoenix 11-13-8—32. 

Power-play opportunities— Anaheim 0 
of 4; Phoenix 1 of 2 

Goalies—Anaheim, Hiller 11-10-2 (28 
shots-25 saves), Giguere (11:58 third, 4- 
3). Phoenix, Bryzgalov 21-10-2 (21-21). 

A—10,030 (17,125). T—2:13. 


Blues 2, Flames 1 (SO) 


St. Louis 0 1 0 0-2 
Calgary 00 1 0-1 
St. Louis won shootout 2-0 

Second Period—1, St. Louis, Berglund 
5 (Perron, Weaver), 6:55. 

Third Period—2, Calgary, Giordano 3 
(Langkow), 12:18. 

Shootout—St. Louis 2 (McDonald NG, 
Boyes G, Oshie G), Calgary 0 (Dawes NG, 
Jokinen NG). 

Shots on Goal—St. Louis 8-10-6-3—27. 
Calgary 4-7-11-2—24. 

Power-play epportumaes 2% Louis 0 
of 2; Calgary 0 of 2. 

Goalies—St. Louis, Mason 11-10-4 (24 
shots-23 saves). Calgary, Kiprusoff 18-9- 

(27-26). 
A—19,289 (19,289). T—2:30. 
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NFL briefs 


Delhomme, Stafford 
done for the season 





The Associated Press 


The NFL season is over for 
quarterbacks Jake Delhomme 
and Matthew Stafford. 

The Carolina Panthers placed 
Delhomme on injured reserve 
Thursday because of a broken 
finger on his throwing hand, end- 
ing his worst season as a pro. 

The Detroit Lions placed Staf- 
ford on injured reserve Wednes- 
day ahead of what the team called 
minor right knee surgery. 

Delhomme was hurt in a loss to 
the New York Jets on Nov. 29 and 
hasn’t played or practiced since. 
Despite committing six turnovers 
in Carolina’s ugly playoff loss to 
Arizona in January, the Pan- 
thers gave Delhomme, 34, a lu- 
crative contract extension in the 
offseason. 

Although it’s a five-year deal, 
it’s structured to be a three-year 
contract worth more than $25 
million, with the final two years 
likely voided. 

But after throwing 18 intercep- 
tions and just eight TD passes in 
11 games, Delhomme has an un- 
certain future with the team. 

Lions coach Jim Schwartz said 
the No. 1 overall pick in the 2009 
draft was to have undergone an 
operation after the season. But 
Stafford was placed on injured 
reserve after a physical exam 
indicated he wouldn’t be ready 
to play in the Jan. 3 season finale 
against Chicago. 

Stafford completed 201 of 377 
passes (53.3 percent) for 2,267 
yards and 13 touchdowns, a re- 
cord for a Lions rookie. 

He threw five of them against 
Cleveland, tying a team record 
and a 72-year-old NFL record. 
He also set an NFL rookie record 
with 422 yards passing in that 
game. 

Also: 

™@ The Indianapolis Colts put 
receiver Anthony Gonzalez on 
injured reserve, ending his sea- 
son. Gonzalez sprained ligaments 
in his right knee in the season 
opener and later had arthroscop- 
ic surgery on the knee, delaying 
his return. 


Redskins send Haynesworth 

home over discipline issue 

ASHBURN, Va — Washington 
Redskins defensive tackle Albert 
Haynesworth was sent home 
from practice Friday because of 








Stafford Delhomme 
disciplinary reasons. 

Coach Jim Zorn said Haynes- 
worth will play Sunday against 
the Dallas Cowboys but might not 
start. 

Haynesworth signed a seven- 
year, $100 million contract with 
Washington, with $41 million in 
guaranteed money, during the 
offseason. 


Raiders’ Lawton fined, 
suspended four games 


ALAMEDA, Calif. — Oakland 
Raiders fullback Luke Lawton 
was suspended for four games 
without pay by the NFL on Thurs- 
day for an undisclosed violation 
of the league’s rules governing 
use of performance-enhancing 
substances. 

Lawton, who has played in 13 
games with three starts this sea- 
son, will miss the Raiders’ final 
two games and will lose nearly 
$63,000 in pay. A free agent next 
year, he would also have to sit out 
the first two games of the 2010 
regular season. 

Lawton had seven catches for 
31 yards this season. 

In other disciplinary news: 

m Washington Redskins defen- 
sive tackle Albert Haynesworth 
was fined $10,000, and New York 
Giants running back Brandon Ja- 
cobs was fined $7,500. They were 
hit for an altercation late in New 
York’s 45-12 victory. Haynes- 
worth struck Jacobs after a play 
ended, and Jacobs struck back. 

Redskins cornerback DeAnge- 
lo Hall also was involved, but not 
fined. The league also fined Min- 
nesota Vikings defensive tackle 
Kevin Williams $5,000 for a tack- 
le at the knees on Carolina Pan- 
thers quarterback Matt Moore. 


Westbrook ready to return 
after two concussions 
PHILADELPHIA — Eagles 
running back Brian Westbrook, 
who missed five weeks after suf- 
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fering a second concussion, com- 
pleted a week of practice and 
is expected play Sunday when 
Philadelphia takes on the Denver 
Broncos. 

Coach Andy Reid said West- 
brook had “done well this week.” 
Reid said Westbrook will be 
limited in his use and Reid will 
“stay in communication with him 
throughout the game.” 

The NFC East-leading Eagles 
(10-4) host the Broncos (8-6) ina 
game with playoff implications. 

Westbrook sustained his sec- 
ond concussion in three weeks 
against San Diego on Nov. 15. 


Farve says spat 
with Childress resolved 


EDEN PRAIRIE, Minn. — 
Brett Favre brushed aside his 
conflict with Minnesota coach 
Brad Childress. Childress said he 
had a “good talk” with his quar- 
terback about their disagreement 
in Sunday’s loss to Carolina. Chil- 
dress has said he suggested Favre 
come out of the game with the Vi- 
kings clinging to a one-point lead. 
Minnesota lost 26-7. 

Childress also said Favre has 
been “extremely true” to the of- 
fense in response to questions the 
QB hasn’t followed orders. Favre 
said the dispute is resolved and 
that he and Childress have com- 
municated well this season. 
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Eli: Giants ask quarterback 
to go extra mile in system 


ELI, FROM BACK PAGE 


giving, when the offense did very 
little. Gilbride said the Giants 
rely on Manning more than most 
teams do on their quarterbacks, 
and he can’t be judged solely on 
his passing and accuracy. 

“We ask so much of that position 
in our system,” Gilbride said. 

“He has to set up the running 
game, and the run game has been 
getting steadily better. He has to 
set up the protections, which ob- 
viously helps him. He gives us the 
chance to have the success that 
we have had. We are very pleased 
with the way he is performing.” 

Not only is Manning, 28, mak- 
ing plays, he is spreading the ball 
to his receivers. 

In New York’s 45-12 victory over 
Washington on Monday night, the 
former Super Bowl MVP con- 
nected with 10 receivers. 

The most remarkable might 
have been the opening play from 
scrimmage. Manning took the 
snap, saw a rush coming and 
threw a play-action pass to tight 
end Bear Pascoe for 9 yards. 

Although it doesn’t seem im- 
pressive, consider this: The first 
pass in the Giants’ biggest game 
of the season went to a rookie 
playing in only his second NFL 
game. 

“It was part of the progres- 
sion,” coach Tom Coughlin said. 
“The way it turned out, it was re- 
ally the one that was right on him 
because the defense was right in 
his face.” 

Teammates say Manning is 
seeing the field exceptionally 
well. 

He has thrown only 11 inter- 
ceptions, one more than he had 
last season in leading the Giants 


to the NFC East title and the best 
regular-season record in the 
conference. 

In becoming the Giants’ first 
quarterback to throw for 3,000- 
plus yards and 20-plus touch- 
downs for five consecutive 
seasons, the sixth-year pro has 
accomplished the feat with basi- 
cally a new group of receivers. 

Former Giants star Plaxico 
Burress is in prison serving a 
two-year sentence on a weapons 
charge, and the Giants’ career 
leader at receiver, Amani Toom- 
er, was not re-signed. 

That left receiver Steve Smith 
and tight end Kevin Boss as Man- 
ning’s go-to guys, backed up by a 
group of role players and young- 
sters, led by second-year pro 
Mario Manningham and rookie 
Hakeem Nicks. 

General manager Jerry Reese 
told Manning before the season to 
step up and lift the young receiv- 
ers, and Manning has filled the 
role to perfection. 

The work Manning has put in 
with the receivers shows. 

Smith has 90 receptions, a 
franchise record and tops in the 
NFC, for 1,093 yards and six 
touchdowns. 

Nicks, the 29th slection in 
the draft, has 40 catches for 751 
yards and six touchdowns. Man- 
ningham has 51 receptions for 
735 yards and five scores. 

Nicks has been impressed with 
Manning’s poise. 

“He pretty much sets the tempo 
and pretty much gets it going, if 
it’s a quick motivational speech in 
the huddle or whether he is call- 
ing the play,” Nicks said. 

“He just gets the job done.” 


Injured Civilian Workers 


including Non-US Citizens 


The Law Offices of Barnett & Lerner, P.A. 


Know and protect your legal rights 


If you work for a company under contract with the United States Government outside 
the U.S., and fall ill or are injured at work, you may have the right to benefits under U.S. 
law. You may be entitled to benefits under the Defense Base Act. This law protects 
and applies to all injured employees, regardless of their citizenship or nationality. 
You must notify your employer immediately of an injury or accident and a claim must 
be filed with the US Department of Labor. Under the law, you may be entitled to select 
a doctor and you may be entitled to wages if unable or restricted from working. 


Barnett & Lerner, PA. represents injured 
workers throughout the world and assists 
them in getting appropriate medical care 


and lost wages. 


In addition, we are available for 
a free consultation 
US TOLL FREE 888-732-7425 


or 954-920-7400 


Barnett & Lerner 
+ \Proteenead Actes £108 


fighting for injured workers 


Hire us from your computer 





_ www.injuredoverseas.com \ 4 


You can now hire Barnett & Lerner, PA. directly from your computer. The firm uses electronic 
signature software which enables you to retain our services from your desktop. 
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American Conference 


East 
Ww LT Pct PF PA Home Away AFC FC Div 
New England 9 5 0 643 365 244 7-0-0 2-5-0 6-4-0 3-1-0 4-2-0 
Miami 7 7 O 500 316 333 4-2-0 3-5-0 5-5-0 2-2-0 4-2-0 
N.Y. Jets 7 7 O 500 282 221 3-4-0 4-3-0 5-5-0 2-2-0 2-4-0 
Buffalo 5 9 0 357 a at 2-5-0 3-4-0 3-8-0 2-1-0 2-4-0 
ou 
x-Indianapolis 14 O O 1.000 394 248 7-0-0 7-0-0 10-0-0 4-0-0 6-0-0 
Jacksonville 7 7 O -500 266 322 5-3-0 2-4-0 6-4-0 1-3-0 3-3-0 
Tennessee 7 7 O 500 320 347 5-2-0 2-5-0 4-7-0 3-0-0 2-4-0 
Houston 7 ‘7 O 500 327 ae 3-4-0 4-3-0 4-6-0 3-1-0 1-5-0 
Nort 
Cincinnati 9 5 0 643 288 244 5-2-0 4-3-0 6-4-0 3-1-0 6-0-0 
Baltimore 8 6 0 571 350 225 6-2-0 2-4-0 6-4-0 2-2-0 3-2-0 
Pittsburgh 7 7 O -500 315 280 5-2-0 2-5-0 4-6-0 3-1-0 1-4-0 
Cleveland 3 11 O 214 199 349 1-5-0 2-6-0 3-7-0 0-4-0 1-5-0 
West 
x-San Diego 11 3 O ./86 389 283 5-2-0 6-1-0 8-3-0 3-0-0 5-1-0 
Denver 8 6 0 571 275 250 4-3-0 4-3-0 6-5-0 2-1-0 3-2-0 
Oakland 5 9 0 2357 175 335 2-5-0 3-4-0 4-6-0 1-3-0 2-4-0 
Kansas City 3 11 O 214 240 383 1-7-0 2-4-0 2-8-0 1-3-0 1-4-0 
National Conference 
East 
Ww L T Pct PF PA Home Away AFC FC Div 
y-Philadelphia 10 4 O .714 399 286 5-2-0 5-2-0 9-2-0 1-2-0 4-1-0 
Dallas 9 5 0 .643 320 250 5-2-0 4-3-0 7-3-0 2-2-0 2-2-0 
N.Y. Giants 8 6 0 571 386 342 4-3-0 4-3-0 6-4-0 2-2-0 4-2-0 
Washington 4 10 0O .286 a aa 3-4-0 1-6-0 2-9-0 2-1-0 0-5-0 
ou 
x-New Orleans 13 1 O 929 483 298 6-1-0 7-0-0 9-1-0 4-0-0 4-0-0 
Atlanta 7 7 O 5500 312 312 5-2-0 2-5-0 5-6-0 2-1-0 2-3-0 
Carolina 6 8 0 429 251 289 4-3-0 2-5-0 6-4-0 0-4-0 3-2-0 
Tampa Bay 2 12 O .143 aN sat 1-6-0 1-6-0 2-8-0 0-4-0 0-4-0 
or 
x-Minnesota 1 3 O ./86 396 269 7-0-0 4-3-0 8-2-0 3-1-0 5-0-0 
Green Bay 9 5 0 643 380 280 5-2-0 4-3-0 7-3-0 2-2-0 4-2-0 
Chicago 5 9 0 357 254 322 4-3-0 1-6-0 3-7-0 2-2-0 1-3-0 
Detroit 2 12 O .143 sae 2-5-0 0-7-0 1-9-0 1-3-0 0-5-0 
es 
x-Arizona 9 5 0 643 337 282 3-3-0 6-2-0 7-3-0 2-2-0 3-2-0 
San Francisco 6 8 0 429 282 269 5-2-0 1-6-0 5-5-0 1-3-0 4-1-0 
Seattle 5 9 0 357 257 325 4-3-0 1-6-0 4-7-0 1-2-0 3-3-0 
St. Louis 1 13 0O 071 159 377 0-7-0 1-6-0 1-9-0 0-4-0 0-4-0 


x-clinched division 
y-clinched playoff spot 


GAMES ON AFN 


(Times are Japan and Korea Standard) 
Monday 
Jacksonville at New England 
AFN-Atlantic, 3 a.m. 

The Patriots have a6-0 record at home 
against the Jaguars ... Jaguars RB Mau- 
rice Jones-Drew leads the NFL with 16 
touchdowns and needs one to tie the 
franchise record of Fred Taylor, who is 
now with New England. 


Baltimore at Pittsburgh 
AFN-Sports, 3 a.m. 

The Ravens are trying for their second 
season sweep of the Steelers since the 
rivalry started in 1996. ... Baltimore can 
clinch an AFC playoff spot if it wins and 
the Jaguars and Jets lose, plus a variety 
of more complicated scenarios. 


Houston at Miami 
AFN-Xtra, 3 a.m. 

The Texans are the only NFL team the 
Dolphins have never defeated. ... A victo- 
ry Sunday would tie Houston’s franchise 
record for victories with eight and seta 
team mark for road victories in a season 
with five. ... WR Andre Johnson had 193 
yards receiving two weeks ago and 196 
yards receiving last week to become the 
second player in NFL history with con- 
secutive 190-yard-plus receiving games. 
Chad Ochocinco did it in 2006. 


St. Louis at Arizona 
AFN-Xtra, 6 a.m. 
The Rams have lost six in row to the 
Cardinals. 


REST OF THE SCHEDULE 


Friday’s game 

San Diego at Tennessee 

Sunday’s games 
Buffalo at Atlanta 
Seattle at Green Bay 
Carolina at N.Y. Giants 
Tampa Bay at New Orleans 
Oakland at Cleveland 
Kansas City at Cincinnati 
Detroit at San Francisco 


N.Y. Jets at Indianapolis 
AFN-Atlantic, 6 a.m. 

The Jets face an undefeated team in 
December for the second time in three 
seasons. They lost to the Patriots (13-0) 
in 2007 at New England, 20-10. The Jets 
also faced the NFL’s other 14-0 team, the 
1972 Miami Dolphins, twice, losing 27-17 
in Week 4 and 28-24 in Week 10. 


Monday 
Dallas at Washington 
AFN-Atlantic, 10:15 a.m. 

This is the 100th meeting in one of the 
NFL’s most heated rivalries. The Cowboys 
are 58-37-2 in the regular season; the 
Redskins have won both playoff meet- 
ings. ... The Cowboys will clinch a playoff 
berth with a victory and a New York Gi- 
ants loss to the Carolina Panthers. 


Tuesday 
Minnesota at Chicago 
AFN-Sports, 10:30 a.m. 

Vikings QB Brett Favre has three TDs 
and four interceptions in three Decem- 
ber games after 24 TDs and just three 
interceptions in the first 11 games. 

— The Associated Press 


NEXT WEEK 


Sunday, Jan. 3 
Chicago at Detroit 
Cincinnati at N.Y. Jets 
Philadelphia at Dallas 
Pittsburgh at Miami 
New England at Houston 
Indianapolis at Buffalo 
San Francisco at St. Louis 
Atlanta at Tampa Bay 
New Orleans at Carolina 
Jacksonville at Cleveland 
N.Y. Giants at Minnesota 
Tennessee at Seattle 
Washington at San Diego 
Kansas City at Denver 
Baltimore at Oakland 
Green Bay at Arizona 
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MARQUEE MATCHUP 


Denver Broncos (8-6) at Philadelphia Eagles (10-4) 
6 a.m. Monday, Japan & Korea Standard, AFN-Sports 


OPENING LINE: Eagles by 8 

RECORD VS. SPREAD: Denver 8-6; Philadelphia 9-5 
SERIES RECORD: Eagles lead 6-4 

LAST MEETING: Broncos beat Eagles 49-21, Oct. 30, 


STREAKS, STATS AND NOTES: The Broncos were 6-0, 
but now are in danger of falling out of the playoffs. ... Last 
season, the Broncos lost three straight to end schedule and 
missed the playoffs for the third year in a row. ... Denver is 


2005 vulnerable on the ground and yielded 207 yards to Oakland’s 
LAST WEEK: Broncos lost to Raiders 20-19; Eagles beat Michael Bush and Darren McFadden last weekend. ... The 
A9Yers 27-13 Broncos have not won in Philly since 1986. ... Seven-time 
BRONCOS OFFENSE: OVERALL (17), RUSH (12), PASS ~—- Pro Bowl safety Brian Dawkins spent 13 seasons with the 
(17) Eagles before signing with Denver this season. ... WR Bran- 


BRONCOS DEFENSE: OVERALL (3), RUSH (22) PASS — don Marshall is second in the NFL with 93 receptions and 
(2) has 10 TDs receiving, tied for the AFC lead. ... The Eagles 
EAGLES OFFENSE: OVERALL (10), have won five in a row to secure a playoff spot. If they win 
RUSH (21), PASS (10) Sunday and the Cowboys lose, the Eagles take the NFC 
EAGLES DEFENSE: OVERALL East for the sixth time this decade. ... Rookie WR 
(11), RUSH (10), PASS (14) DeSean Jackson has 1,221 yards from scrimmage 
and 415 return yards. He’s scored eight TDs of 50 
4. yards or more, tied for the NFL record with Elroy 

\ Hirsch and Devin Hester. 
— The Associated Press 
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Philadelphia Eagles 
rookie DeSean Jackson 
has eight touchdowns 
of 50 or more yards, 
tied for the NFL record. 


Met Evans/AP 


-_ 


Fast-starting Broncos need big finish 


The Denver Broncos, who won their first six games under rookie head coach Josh McDaniels, have lost six 
of their past eight and are in danger of missing the playoffs. The Broncos desperately need a victory over 
the Philadelphia Eagles, who have a shot at clinching the NFC East title with a victory Sunday. 
MATCHUP STORYLINE 
Bills at Falcons =] — Falcons never have had two straight winning records 


PICK 
Falcons 17-9 
Chiefs at Bengals kS 4) Time for Bengals to put away North and turn their sights to the playoffs Bengals 20-3 
Raiders at Browns US. Browns have won two in a row, Raiders have taken three of five Raiders 13-10 
Seahawks at Packers =) eS Green Bay defense needs to reassert itself, and this is perfect opponent Packers 21-7 


Texans at Dolphins J pA Of the 7-7 AFC squads, Dolphins are best bet to sneak into playoffs Dolphins 27-20 


Jaguars at Patriots & me Time for Patriots to put away East and turn their sights to the playoffs Patriots 20-14 


. & A \—~ . . . 4 . . . = 
Bucs at Saints AR Saints will clinch NFC home-field advantage, allowing them to rest Saints 35-14 
Panthers at Giants @ = <4 ny Panthers have little to play for, but always make it tough on Giants Giants 21-17 





Broncos at Eagles =~ a Critical game for both teams, although Eagles already own playoff spot Eagles 23-14 
Steelers 21-20 






Ravens at Steelers Z* minh Sorry, just can't see Steelers going 1-5 in the division 


Rams at Cardinals \gQy Ly Ken Whisenhunt wants a sharp bunch finishing out the season Cardinals 30-9 


Lions at 49ers gE. All the incentive here belongs to Niners 49ers 23-10 
Jets at Colts Jers ( J Jets have enough defense to keep it interesting Colts 20-10 


Cowboys at Redskins Sw” - Cowboys playing like they want to keep head coach Cowboys 27-10 


Vikings at Bears Pei L'affaire Favre/Childress another reason to beat up on the Bears Vikings 24-10 
AP 


Pace 38 J PSE Ey ve AT 


Sports briefs 





The Associated Press 


LAS VEGAS — Promoter Bob 
Arum declared the megafight be- 
tween Manny Pacquiao and Floyd 
Mayweather Jr. dead Thursday, 
though efforts continued to find 
a compromise to a dispute over 
blood testing. 

“It’s over,” 
“Q-V-E-R.” 

Arum had set a Thursday dead- 
line for an agreement on testing, 
the only issue not resolved for the 
planned March 13 fight. But with 
the Mayweather camp still insist- 
ing on using the U.S. Anti-Dop- 
ing Agency to conduct the tests, 
Arum said there wasn’t much left 
to discuss. 

“They’re viewed by the Pac- 
quiao side as being partisan,” 
Arum said, referring to USADA. 
“He doesn’t want to use them. I 
don’t want to use them. They’re 
so inflexible they can’t be used.” 

Despite Arum’s statements, 
there were some talks through 
intermediaries to try and salvage 
the bout. Neither side, though, ap- 
peared to be backing off its posi- 
tion on the biggest dispute: Who 
will do the testing? 

Arum said he planned to move 
forward by having Pacquiao fight 
March 13 against Paul Malignag- 
gi, a flashy but light-hitting 140- 
pounder. He said there was still a 
chance Pacquiao and Mayweath- 
er could meet later in the year. 

“As far as I’m concerned the 
fight is over,’ Arum said. “Can 
it be revisited in the fall? We'll 
see.” 

Mayweather’s representatives 
could not be immediately reached 
for comment, but Arum said an 
effort Thursday by HBO Sports 
chief Ross Greenburg to reach 
a compromise had failed. There 
were still other talks going on be- 
tween the two sides, but the odds 
of the fight happening were dim- 
ming with each day. 

At the core of the dispute is 
the insistence of the Mayweath- 
er camp of using Olympic-style 
drug testing for the fight, even 
though both fighters have never 
been linked to any performance- 
enhancing substances. Under 
Nevada regulations, boxers are 
generally only tested just before 
the fight and in the dressing 
room afterward, and only urine 
is given. 

Mayweather’s camp _ wants 
blood tests that can find things 
urine tests can’t, such as use of 
human growth hormone, and 
they want them done by USADA 
from the time the fight is signed 
until the fight is held. Pacquiao’s 
side has agreed to both urine and 
blood testing, but doesn’t want 


Arum __ said. 
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A megafight between Floyd Mayweather Jr., left, and Manny Pac- 
quiao is dead, promoter Bob Arum said Thursday, because of a 
dispute over drug testing. Mayweather wants to use Olympics-style 
drug testing conducted by the U.S. Anti-Doping Agency. Pacquiao 


fears USADA bias. 


testing immediately before the 
fight because Pacquiao believes 
giving blood so soon before a fight 
will weaken him. 

A possible resolution that had 
been discussed would allow 
USADA to do limited testing. 
That would likely not be accepted 
by USADA because it wants to 
set an example that all athletes 
should be subject to random and 
unannounced testing at any time. 

The fight was expected to be 
the richest ever, with both fight- 
ers earning $30 million to $40 
million, depending on television 
sales. 


Ovechkin, Malkin top 
Russian Olympic team 


MOSCOW — Alexander Ovech- 
kin of the Washington Capitals, 
Evgeni Malkin of the Pittsburgh 
Penguins and Ilya Kovalchuk 
of the Atlanta Thrashers were 
among the 14 NHL players se- 
lected to Russia’s 23-player squad 
for the Vancouver Olympics. 

Forwards Pavel Datsyuk of 
Detroit and Alexander Semin of 
Washington, defensemen Sergei 
Gonchar of Pittsburgh and An- 
drei Markov of Montreal, and 
goaltenders Evgeni Nabokov of 
San Jose and Ilya Bryzgalov of 
Phoenix were also selected. 

Coach Vyacheslav Bykov said 
his team should be considered 
among the favorites as the reign- 
ing world champion. 

Russia last won Olympic gold at 
the 1992 Albertville Games. 

The squad will be completed in 
February. 

Russia’s squad: 

Goaltenders: Ilya Bryzgalov 
(Phoenix Coyotes), Semyon Var- 
lamov (Washington Capitals), Ev- 
geni Nabokov (San Jose Sharks). 


PP YOKOHAMA 
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Defenders: Anton Volchen- 
kov (Ottawa Senators), Sergei 
Gonchar (Pittsburgh Penguins), 
Denis Grebeshkov (Edmonton 
Oilers), Dmitry Kalinin (Salavat 
Yulaev), Konstantin Korneyev 
(CSKA), Andrei Markov (Mon- 
treal Canadians), Ilya Nikulin 
(Ak Bars), Fedor Tyutin (Colum- 


bus Blue Jackets). 
Forwards: Maxim Afinogenov 
(Atlanta Thrashers), Pavel 


Datsyuk (Detroit Red Wings), 
Danis Zaripov (Ak Bars), Sergei 
Zinovyev (Salavat Yulaev), Ilya 
Kovalchuk (Atlanta Thrashers), 
Viktor Kozlov (Salavat Yulaev), 
Evgeni Malkin (Pittsburgh Pen- 
guins), Alexei Morozov (Ak Bars), 
Alexander Ovechkin (Washington 
Capitals), Alexander Radulov (Sa- 
lavat Yulaev), Alexander Semin 
(Washington Capitals), Sergei Fe- 
dorov (Metallurg Magnitogorsk). 


Pitcher Duschscherer reaches 
agreement to stay with A’s 


OAKLAND, Calif. — Right- 
hander Justin Duchscherer 
reached a preliminary agree- 
ment on a one-year contract that 
would keep him with the Oakland 
Athletics. 

Duchscherer’s deal is pending 
a physical, so an announcement 
by the team might not come until 
after Christmas. 

A two-time All-Star, Duch- 
scherer, 32, missed the 2009 sea- 
son because of an elbow injury 
and was treated for clinical de- 
pression. He has spent the past 
six of his seven major league sea- 
sons with Oakland, becoming a 
full-time starter for the first time 
in his career during 2008. He 
went 10-8 that year with a 2.54 
ERA while pitching a career-high 
1412/3 innings. 


Tel: 682.7 
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Former Tigers reliever 
Rodney signs with Angels 


ANAHEIM, Calif. — Reliever 
Fernando Rodney signed a two- 
year, $11 million deal with the 
Los Angeles Angels. The right- 
hander, 32, spent his first seven 
major league seasons with the 
Detroit Tigers, including the last 
two years as their closer. He con- 
verted 37 of 38 save opportunities 
last season, pitching a career-best 
75/3 innings. 

In other baseball news: 

™@ Reliever Matt Capps reached 
a preliminary agreement on a 
$3.5 million, one-year contract 
with the Washington Nationals. 

Capps can earn an additional 
$425,000 in performance bonuses 
for games finished under the deal. 
The pitcher’s agent, Paul Kinzer, 
said the agreement is subject to 
a physical that will take place in 
the first week of January. 

™ The Oakland Athletics fi- 
nalized a $5.25 million, one-year 
contract with free agent outfield- 
er Coco Crisp. 

The deal, announced Wednes- 
day, pays Crisp $4.75 million next 
year and includes a $5.75 mil- 
lion club option for 2011 with a 
$500,000 buyout. 

Crisp, 30, can play all three out- 
field positions but primarily is a 
center fielder. While the A’s have 
been happy with Rajai Davis, he 
might wind up playing one of the 
corner spots to clear room for 
Crisp in center. 

Crisp had season-ending shoul- 
der surgery in June and batted 
.228 with three home runs and 14 
RBIs in only 49 games last season 
for the Kansas City Royals. 

™@ Chan Ho Park sued his for- 
mer Los Angeles Dodgers battery 
mate, Chad Kreuter, accusing 
him of failing to fully pay off a 
$460,000 loan. 

Park filed the lawsuit Wednes- 
day in Los Angeles Superior 
Court, claiming breach of 
promissory note and negligent 
misrepresentation. 

The suit claims Park loaned 
Kreuter $460,000 in October 2005 
to be repaid a year later with in- 
terest. Park alleges Kreuter paid 
back $290,000 in April 2007 and 
the unpaid balance has grown, 
with interest, to $281,869.73 as of 
Dec. 1. 

Park is a free agent after play- 
ing for the Philadelphia Phillies 
last year. Kreuter retired in 2003. 
The men played together on the 
Dodgers in 2000-01. 


Sportscaster behind 
‘Sports Machine’ dies at 70 


WASHINGTON — George Mi- 
chael, a mainstay on the Wash- 
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Promoter says Pacquiao-Mayweather fight ‘over’ 


ington, D.C., sports television 
scene for decades who reached 
a national audience with “The 
George Michael Sports Machine” 
highlights show, died Thursday. 
He was 70. 

Michael’s daughter, Michelle 
Allen, said Michael died from 
complications of chronic lympho- 
cytic leukemia at Sibley Memo- 
rial Hospital. 

In a statement, WRC TV in 
Washington, where Michael had 
been a sports director, called him 
a pioneer in sports broadcast- 
ing. His show, which began as a 
late-night local feature, ran from 
1980 to 2007. The trendsetting 
program became the first nation- 
ally syndicated sports highlights 
show in 1984 and was eventu- 
ally broadcast in 194 markets 
across the United States and in 10 
countries. 


Senators captain 
Alfredsson injured 


PITTSBURGH — _ Ottawa 
Senators captain Daniel Alfreds- 
son is expected to miss at least a 
few weeks after injuring his left 
shoulder in the first period of the 
Senators’ 8-2 loss to the Pitts- 
burgh Penguins on Wednesday. 

“T’ll probably see the doctor 
(Thursday) and do an X-ray and 
see what the damage is,” Alfreds- 
son said after the game, his arm 
in a sling. “But I expect at least a 
few weeks.” 

The Penguins’ Craig Adams 
hit Alfredsson while his head was 
down as he was battling for the 
puck with a Penguin in the left- 
wing corner. The blow caused 
Alfredsson’s helmet to fly off and 
him to lay on the ice for a short 
time. 

Adams wasn’t penalized. 


Olympic champion 
Shawn Johnson back in gym 
WEST DES MOINES, Iowa 

— Olympic gold medal gymnast 
Shawn Johnson is back in the 
gym as she considers returning to 
competition and making a run at 
the 2012 Olympics in London. 

Her father, Doug Johnson, told 
The Des Moines Register she 
began training at her hometown 
gym, Chow’s Gymnastics in West 
Des Moines, about a week ago. 

He says no decision on the 
Olympics has been made. Doug 
Johnson said Shawn wants to get 
back into shape. 

Johnson won the gold medal 
in the balance beam during the 
2008 Olympics in Beijing. 

Since the Olympics, she won 
“Dancing With the Stars,” ap- 
peared on television shows and 
won the Sullivan Award, given 
to the country’s top amateur 
athlete. 
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